
I am looking forward to the next year as your president and welcome any sug-

gestions that you think would make our club better or services you would like 

to see developed. Our club is driven by our members and the more active you 

are, the better our club will be.  As your new president, the first thing on the 

agenda is to meet with our new board of directors and develop a budget for 

next year.  Once our budget has been established the information will be pre-

sented at our club meeting (date to be announced) for the members to vote on 

it.   Our volunteer positions are filling quickly thanks to your energy and inter-

est. Folks are bringing experience and much appreciated expertise to the table.    

It appears that the members greatest interests are in the area of showing based 

on past questionnaires. So, I would like to put my immediate time and energy 

into making this show season one of the best, most fun, and  most positive ex-

periences for the club. We will be holding 3 schooling shows: November 5, 

January 28, and March 17. So mark your calendars now because you wonôt 

want to miss out on them. We tried our best to pick dates that would not con-

flict with other happenings around the state and to accommodate those who 

attend recognized shows. There is a possibility of a fourth, fun show with spe-

cial emphasis and consideration of our young riders. This is still in the works 

and we will pass the final word along as soon as the final decisions are made. 

Speaking of young riders, Michelle Palumbo has willingly agreed to be the 

Young Rider committee chairman so all you young riders get ready for some 

fun happenings just for you.   

One new addition to our shows this year will be the hospitality tent.  The pur-

pose of the hospitality tent is to promote a positive attitude, fun atmosphere 

and fellowship between competitors.  It will enable us all to get to know the 

newer people in the show ring and to build friendships. So even if you had a 

ónot so good rideó, you can say you had fun at the show.  It will be a place to 

gather, get your questions answered,  hang out and relax with other competi-

tors and friends. There will be cold drinks, coffee, treats for people as well as 

treats for the horses. Do you need a caller? Head over to the hospitality tent. 

Did your caller forget the test book? Borrow one from the hospitality tent.  
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Ramblings From Your New President  
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Another change for the upcoming show season will be the way that lunging takes place.   In order to be fair 

to all our competitors there will be a section on the show entry form to indicate your lunging preference.  

The 3 choices will be:  

A. I will most likely be lunging in the warm up 

B. There is a slight chance I will be lunging in the warm up 

C. For my safety, I request no horses be lunged in the warm up while I am mounted in the warm up.  

Since these special requests will only be used by very few of the competitors, it should not be too difficult to 

schedule rides to accommodate these special lunging requests. Of course, lunging outside the warm up is al-

ways permitted even without prior notification on the entry form. I believe this is a worthwhile addition to 

our show protocol because this lunging issue has had the effect of dividing and causing hurt feelings in the 

past. I truly want us all to have a happy and safe show season. 
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There will also be some changes made to our year end awards form in order to avoid confusion of 

the clubôs requirements.  The old form caused some confusion so a new, simpler form will be made 

available as well as changes in filing. Fees for nominating, if any different ,will not be available 

until the budget for the new year is adopted.  Since the new form will not be available before the 

Fox Lea show in August, those of you who would like to use your scores from that show toward 

year end awards will be able to do so as long as Verna has the new nominating form required for 

the awards submitted to her by October 1st.  

We are also working on developing a new point system.  The new board will have written ñjobs = 

pointsò printed for everyone to see. You can help your board to accomplish this tedious busy work 

by submitting any ideas you have of jobs and suggested point values to me or one of your board 

members. Those of you presently volunteering in any way could help us out greatly and be sure 

your job are not accidentally overlooked by sending us your input. 

Letôs all do our part to make this a successful and positive show season. Fran Spears, our new vol-

unteer coordinator ( fourstarranch@hotmail.com )  is anxiously awaiting for you to contact her to 

sign up and help out! I hope everyone will find a place to fit in and feel comfortable showing this 

year.  We just have a little over 2 months remaining of  summer to survive and have all slowed 

down to a tolerable level of training.  Thoughts of showing seem distant, but Fall is just around the 

corner. The next 2 meetings will be a bit more relaxed and easy paced, but I hope you all will plan 

on attending because I always say ñthe more the merrierò. 

It has been said that if you want to be a good manager, surround yourself with good people. I would 

never have taken on the responsibility of president if I didnôt know for sure that our club is full of 

good people.  I am looking forward to what lies ahead and I know our club is going to have a suc-

cessful year! 

Iôll leave you with this thought by Andy Rooney, ñ Iôve learned that being kind is more important 

than being right.ò 

 

Karen McCulley, President 

Phone: (239) 634-1833 

Email: charger733t@aol.com 

GOLD SPONSOR 
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    This past June, I spent 8 days in Wiesbaden, which is in the southern part of Germany, about 25 miles 

from Frankfurt.  I lived with my family in Wiesbaden from 1962 to 1966 as a U.S. Air Force military de-

pendent, and always wished to return one day to visit again.  My husband, Bill, and I flew into Frankfurt 

and rented a car at the airport.  We were given a free upgrade to a sporty BMW, which started the trip off 

on the right note!   We jumped right on the Autobahn and within 30 minutes arrived at our quaint hotel fac-

ing the legendary Rhine River. 

While in Wiesbaden, I intended to find my former homes, the schools I attended, and the stable where I 

learned to ride many years ago.  In addition, I wanted to take a cruise down the Rhine to see some of the 

many castles overlooking the vast river.  And last but not least, I wished very much to see Totilas, the 

world champion dressage stallion now owned by a German partnership, scheduled to perform at The Inter-

nationales Wiesbadener PfingstTurnier.  This is an international horse show that is held every year on the 

beautifully manicured estate of the Biebrich Palace, which also faces the Rhine and was only 300 ft. from 

our hotel.  For four days there were jumping, dressage, combined training, and vaulting competitions held 

concurrently within the same park.  The distinctive salmon pink and white baroque castle, built in 1702, 

served as a background for the dressage competition and warm-up arenas, which were literally set up on 

the back lawn of the palace.  

Totilas has a new rider, Matthias Rath, and on the first day in the Grand Prix, tension and subsequent mis-

takes crept into the ride.  However, the next day, in the Grand Prix Special, Totilas was again in top form 

and won the class with a 81.74%.  Totilas is a very sensitive, extremely powerful and athletic horse that 

performs each movement with incomparable ease and grace.  It was indeed a privilege and a thrill to finally 

see him. 

I easily found the house in town where I lived for eight months, and the apartment complex for American 

military families, where we lived more than for three years.  Both residences still house U.S. military, and 

appeared almost exactly the same as they did in the ô60ôs.  My elementary school and middle school were 

also exactly the same, except for the high security fences surrounding the buildings which were not there 

when I attended those schools.  

My old riding school, Tattersall, was located in the middle of the city in a large three story building.  The 

stables were on the second floor, and the tanbark riding arena , accessed by a wide winding ramp, was on 

the third floor.  For three years, I rode only in group lessons on well schooled, obedient horses.  The groups 

were generally large, anywhere from six to twelve horses at a time pounding around that third floor arena.  

Individual lessons were not an option.  In order to ride outside, we led our horses down a cobblestone ramp 

to a courtyard.  As many as twelve of us would mount up and ride in tandem couples down the city streets 

to a nearby park, and often through the woods, at the trot and canter on well defined paths.  I have many 

fond memories of that time long ago.   
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    The stable no longer exists as such, although the building is still there and is now used as a public 

recreation hall.  I was happy to see that it was no longer a stable, as in retrospect I realized that it was 

not a good place for horses to live.  

We took a day cruise down the Rhine and saw many ancient castles and lovely picturesque villages 

along the river.  At one village, we got off the boat and had lunch, then walked up a very steep hill to 

one of the castles which had a particularly spectacular view looking down on the Rhine.   

A few interesting facts about Germany: 

It stays light in the evening until 10:30 in the summer. 

At restaurants, everyone prefers to sit outside. 

Dogs are allowed everywhere, even in restaurants! 

There is never any ice served in drinks and you have to pay for water. 

You have to pay to use most restrooms, all of which are spotlessly clean. 

Germans LOVE ice cream, it is very good and for sale everywhere. 

My husband says the beer was the best he has ever tasted, and was relatively cheap and served in 

quart sized glasses. 

Use a debit card at ATM machines for the very best currency exchange. 

The German people are quite friendly, but many do not speak English. 

Gas cost $8.10 a gallon! 

We had a wonderful trip to a beautiful country and thoroughly enjoyed the entire time we were there! 

 

Submitted by:  Mary Jane Tenwick 

Biebrich Palace 
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Equestrian Professional's monthly horse business seminars help horse professionals grow healthier, more profitable 

businesses and support them in achieving their equestrian career goals. 

We address the topics and issues that face today's horse business owner. From surviving the current economy to navi-

gating new media, our seminars help horse professionals find relevant answers and time saving solutions. 

Our mission is to provide education of value to the equine business community as a whole and to provide in-

valuable information, resources and support to our members.   


