
This morning when I pulled into the farm driveway, the thermometer in my car 

read 37 degrees, and the first thing I noticed was a thick layer of frost on the 

grass. The sun was well up already, but yet another ñArctic Blastò had turned 

DaVinci Farms into something of a Winter Wonderland.  Is it just my imagina-

tion, or werenôt the weather professionals saying that the current ñLa Ni¶aò 

weather pattern would make our winter warmer than average?? Perhaps we should 

have asked, ñAverage for where, the North Pole??ò 

Well, as you can see from the photos on SWFDAôs new Facebook page, things 

started out quite chilly at our December show.  People bundled up in ski jackets, 

wrapped themselves in blankets, and glared up at the fog-enshrouded sky, won-

dering if the sun was ever going to make its promised appearance.  It finally 

emerged at about 11:30, and folks gradually shed layers of clothing, donned sun-

glasses, and basked in beautiful weather for the rest of the day. 

Although it was another short show, things went very well ï thank goodness, 

since I had to fill in for Mary Frances Denton as show manager that day!  I do 

have a rather funny story to share, however.   

On the Friday before the show, the usual bunch of us arrived at the Civic Center 

to do set-up, and immediately we noticed bleachers in places there had never been 

bleachers before.  Curious, we asked a Civic Center staff member what was going 

on.  ñOh, weôre having a Garbage Truck Rodeo here tomorrow,ò he answered, as 

if there was nothing in the world unusual about hosting a horse show and a Gar-

bage Truck Rodeo at the same time, in the same place.  He went on to explain that 

garbage trucks would be navigating driving obstacle courses and whatnot, over on 

the other side of the covered pavilion.  At first, we simply stood there, dumb-

founded and trying to envision how on earth this other event was going to peace-

fully co-exist with ours.  Then, panic set in.  Should we cancel the show? Should 

we try to change the location to somewhere else?  After some debate, we realized 

it was just too late in the game to do either, and ñIôm scratchingò quickly became 

the catch phrase.  

Thankfully, about half an hour later, we learned that the Garbage Truck Rodeo 

was in fact going to take place on Sunday, rather than Saturday.  Whew!!  We all 

breathed a sigh of relief, and could laugh about it after the fact. 

I would like to extend a very big THANK YOU  to all of the folks who helped 

with the show, including set-up, tear-down, and everything in between.  All of the 

hard work you put forth made my job incredibly easy ï which is a very good 

thing, since I had never managed a show before!  And a big thank you also to our 

wonderful judge, Barbara Marks, who was not only a complete joy to work with, 

but also only charged us for a half a day.  This was completely unexpected and 

very much appreciated! 

Admittedly, I had hoped for and expected a better turn-out at this show, but it 

seems this is simply going to be a lean year.  And itôs not only us - our show ran 

from 8:30am to a bit past 1:30pm, but (according to the ride times I received) Al-

pha Dressageôs show the next day only ran from 9:00am to 11:30am.  All of the 

clubs I am familiar with are experiencing lagging memberships and low show at-

tendance.  What sets us apart, however, and what will enable us to get through 

these tough times, is our incredible sponsors. 
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Page 2 Presidentôs Letter Continued 

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of sponsorship chair Anne Ross, and a few other folks who managed to 

recruit some sponsors, we have not only met but surpassed last yearôs sponsorship challenge.  When 

you have a chance, please look over the list of sponsors in our newsletter, and do as much as you can to 

support them.  Without them, we would indeed be in dire straits. 

Meanwhile, Beth Yurkovac informed me that she has dutifully sent out her membership renewal pack-

ets for the 2010-2011 year.  Soé.if you havenôt yet renewed, I am hoping now that the holidays are 

over, some of you will be able to find a few minutes to fill out your forms and send them in to Mona 

Raux.  While it is a wonderful thing that we have sponsors helping us through lean times, it is members 

that truly keep SWFDA alive, so pleaseé.show your support for the club by renewing your member-

ship! 

I hope the New Year brings many blessings to you and your equine friends. 

Sandy Meador 

President 

Cell (239) 850-9246 

E-mail davincifarms@comcast.net  
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Page 3 Critique Corner 

 

Each month we will post a member submitted photo to be critiqued by one of our areaôs trainers.  

Send your information in today if you are interested in receiving a few tips to make your next trip 

around the show ring more successful.  Please include the following information: 

         

Directions for photo/information submission: (Submission form can be found on our website:  www.swfda.org  

1.  Complete the form below and email it to:  contactswfda@gmail.com 
2. Attach a photo (in jpeg format) to your email 
3. Submissions must be received by the 15th of each month 

 

Member Info  

 

Name:              

 

Current Level at which you are competing:          

 

Brief Description of your riding goals:          

              

              

 

Brief Description of your photo (showing, training, level, etc):        

              

              

 

Question for the trainer:            

              

 

Horseôs Info 

Name:              

Breed:              

Height:              

 

Issues you may be having in training:          

              

              

 

 

Your Picture Could Be Here!!  

Members: 

No submissions were re-
ceived for the month of Janu-
ary.  Dig through those photo 
albums and send one in to-

day!  Help keep our newslet-
ter fun & informative!! 
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Sad NewsðFounding Member of SWFDA Loses Husband 

Jennifer Grover, a founding member of SWFDA lost her husband on December 3, 2010.  Frank Brown, 67, of 

Blacksburg, Long Shop Community, passed away at UVA Med Center Friday, Dec. 3, 2010 after battling an infec-

tion to his transplanted lung. He is survived by his loving wife Jennifer Grover, and family: Anne Grover, Neal and 

Donna Grover, Becky and Nick Verna, Sandy and Steve Mason, Etta, Jake and Malcolm Grover, Kyle and Keenan 

Verna, Jane Maclachlan, Albert Rufus Morgan, Anna and Chris Simmons, Irene Morgan, Andrea Mattison.  He was 

predeceased by his mother, Avis Brown and his father-in-law Norman Grover.  Frank was an inventor and computer 

systems designer in supermarket energy management. He held several patents in the industry and was currently self-

employed. Frank was active in the Democratic Party and enjoyed theater and music in Blacksburg. Frank received a 

lung transplant in March which improved his health enormously this year and would like to encourage becoming an 

organ donor. A memorial service will be held at Blacksburg Presbyterian Church on Sun. Dec.12, 2010 at 3pm. In 

lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a fund to defray medical expenses.  

Checks "In Memory of Frank Brown" acct. no. 7713274.  

Mail to: In Memory of Frank Brown,  P.O. Box 90002, Blacksburg, VA 24062 

Jenniferôs Contact Info:  jjgrover@comcast.net  or 540-230-7169 

SWFDA Members Make Dressage Daily  

     Just wanted you to know that two of your SWFDA members - Mona Raux and Doris Suenkel - have been featured 

in DRESSAGE DAILY!!!  I am SO thrilled that this made national horse news!!!!  Absolutely wonderful!!! This was 

an amazing learning opportunity for these children and many community on-lookers.  As a trained teacher, Bob's 

commentary had everyone totally engaged - and the ladies and their horses all earned a "10" on everything they did - 

what stars - no one could take their eyes off them!  They deserve to be "famous!" 

     While the program made tremendous cross curricular connections - it was a marvelous and unique way to promote 

the sport, art form, and science of Dressage.  This program has also been in several local newspaper and magazine 

publications. 

 

Wishing you all a happy holiday season- 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Braren 

 
Article Link:   

http://www.dressagedaily.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5673:dressage-introduced-as-a-unique-

learning-method-at-the-tommie-barfield-elementary-school-on-marco-island-florida&catid=344:december-

2010&Itemid=437 



Page 5 Hoof & Hike Poker Run 
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Page 6 An Inspirational Story 

     Take a moment and think about everything you do with your horse.  Everything from groom-

ing, to tacking, to climbing into the saddle, to riding, to your barn choresé.now imagine doing all 

of that...without arms.  That is exactly what Bettina Eistel does on a daily basis with her equine 

partner Fabuleax 5.  Bettina was born without arms due to the drug Thalidomide (a drug given to 

pregnant women before it was known to cause severe birth defects).  She was born in Germany in 

1961 and in light of her disability, she has become an accomplished horsewoman. 

     Bettinaôs accomplishments include former Vice-Europe and Vice 

World Champion (2 Silver and Bronze Medals at the European 

Championships in Portugal in 2002, 3 Silver Medals at the World 

Championships in Belgium in 2003).  She also won 2 Silver and 1 

Bronze at the 2004 Paralympics in Athens and her most recent suc-

cess includes winning the Bronze in the individual competition and 

the Silver in the team standings in the 2008 Paralympics in Hong 

Kong.  Now, I donôt know about you, but I think that is pretty amaz-

ing.   

     Bettina has created an amazing bond with her equine partner 

Fabuleax 5.  It goes to show that horses have a special way of 

ñknowingò what their rider requires of them and will give selflessly 

to those needs.  She has trained her horse with voice commands, 

head movements, and leg aids.  Bettina is able to groom,  saddle, 

bridle, bathe, wrap 

his legs, blanket, 

and best of all 

RIDE.  Once in the saddle she steers with her 

legs,  has one set of reins in her mouth and an-

other set between her toes.  At first glance you 

wouldnôt even notice how she is riding, but after 

a closer look the amazement sets in. 

     Bettina is an inspiration to able bodied and 

disabled riders alike.  Her tenacity and drive to 

reach her goals gives encouragement to those 

who may be struggling or thinking ñI canôt do 

thisò.    She is definitely a horsewoman to be re-

spected and admired. 



Page 7 Education Corner 

 

USDF launches e-Trak.  Unlimited online access to articles & videos on equine health, training, 
& much more! 


