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New Year Greetings

This morning when | pulled into the farm driveway, the thermometer in my ca

grass. The sun was wel|l up already
DaVinci Farms into something of a Winter Wonderland. Is it just my imagina

ti on, or wer enot t he weather prof ef§

weather pattern would make our winter warmer than average?? Perhaps we sh
have asked, AnAverage for where, the

Wel | , as you can see from the phot ¢

wrapped themselves in blankets, and glared up at therfsigrouded sky, won-
dering if the sun was ever going to make its promised appearance. It fina
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glasses, and basked in beautiful weather for the rest of the day.

C o t
° Kl(t)hough it was another short show, things went very wethank goodness,

since | had to fill in for Mary Frances Denton as show manager that day! |
have a rather funny story to share, however.

On the Friday before the show, the usual bunch of us arrived at the Civic Cente
to do setup, and immediately we noticed bleachers in places there had never bg
bleachers before. Curious, we asked a Civic Center staff member what was go
on. AOoh, webre having a Garbage Tr
if there was nothing in the world unusual about hosting a horse show and a Ga
bage Truck Rodeo at the same time, in the same place. He went on to explain
garbage trucks would be navigating driving obstacle courses and whatnot, over
the other side of the covered pavilion. At first, we simply stood there, dumb-
founded and trying to envision how on earth this other event was going to peacé
fully co-exist with ours. Then, panic set in. Should we cancel the show? Shoulc
we try to change the location to somewhere else? After some debate, we realiz
it was just too | ate in the game to
the catch phrase.

Thankfully, about half an hour later, we learned that the Garbage Truck Rod
was in fact going to take place on Sunday, rather than Saturday. Whew!! We
breathed a sigh of relief, and could laugh about it after the fact.

I would like to extend a very bigHANK YOU to all of the folks who helped
with the show, including setp, teardown, and everything in between. All of the
hard work you put forth made my job incredibly edsyhich is a very good
thing, since | had never managed a show before! And a big thank you also to
wonderful judge, Barbara Marks, who was not only a complete joy to work wit
but also only charged us for a half a day. This was completely unexpected 3
very much appreciated!

Admittedly, | had hoped for and expected a better-twtnat this show, but it
seems this is simply goi ng -oupshdwean a
from 8:30am to a bit past 1:30pm, but (according to the ride times | received) Al
pha Dressageds show the next day on
clubs | am familiar with are experiencing lagging memberships and low show at
tendance. What sets us apart, however, and what will enable us to get throug
these tough times, is our incredible sponsors.

read 37 degrees, and the first thing | noticed was a thick layer of frost on thie
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Thanks to the dedicated efforts of sponsorship dhaire Ross and a few other folks who managed {6

recruit some sponsors, we have not only metsoupassed ast year 6s sponsorW@hinp
you have a chance, please look over the list of sponsors in our newsletter, and do as much as you €an to
support them. Without them, we would indeed be in dire straits.

Meanwhile, Beth Yurkovac informed me that she has dutifully sent out her membership renewal pagk-
etsforthe 202 011 vyear. Soé.if you havendt yet r en e we c
over, some of you will be able to find a few minutes to fill out your forms and send them in to Mom@

Raux. While it is a wonderful thing that we have sponsors helping us through lean times, it is members
that truly keep SWFDA alive, so pleaseé. sho your
ship!

I hope the New Year brings many blessings to you and your equine friends.
Sandy Meador

President

Cell (239) 8509246

E-mail davincifarms@comcast.net

Gold Sponsor
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ANNE M. Ross

ROsSs DESIGN ASSOCIATES., INC.
RESIDENTIAL INTERIORS

995 Eighth Avenue South, Olde Naples, Florida 34102
Phone (239) 261-8951 = Facsimile (239) 261-0502
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Critique Corner
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She , No submissions were re-
) ceived for the month of Janu-
<
w ’ albums and send one in to-
day! Help keep our newslet-
ter fun & informative!!

Members:

A
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Each month we wil!/ post a member submitte

Send your information in today if you are interested in receiving a few tips to make your next
around the show ring more successful. Please include the following information:

Directions for photo/information submission: (Submission form can be found on our website: www.swfda.org

1. Complete the form below and email it teontactswfda@gmail.com
2. Attach a photo (in jpeg format) to your email
3. Submissions must be received by thd't each month

Member Info

Current Level at which you are competing:

Brief Description of your riding goals:

Brief Description of your photo (showing, training, level, etc):

Question for the trainer:

Horseds Info
Name:
Breed:
Height:

Issues you may be having in training:




News Tid Bits

Sad New$ Founding Member of SWFDA Loses Husband

Jennifer Grover, a founding member of SWFDA lost her husband on December 3, 2010. Frank Brown, 67, of
Blacksburg, Long Shop Community, passed away at UVA Med Center Friday, Dec. 3, 2010 after battling an infec
tion to his transplanted lung. He is survived by his loving wife Jennifer Grover, and family: Anne Grover, Neal and
Donna Grover, Becky and Nick Verna, Sandy and Steve Mason, Etta, Jake and Malcolm Grover, Kyle and Keeng
Verna, Jane Maclachlan, Albert Rufus Morgan, Anna and Chris Simmons, Irene Morgan, Andrea Mattison. He
predeceased by his mother, Avis Brown and his fathdaw Norman Grover. Frank was an inventor and computer
systems designer in supermarket energy management. He held several patents in the industry and was currentl
employed. Frank was active in the Democratic Party and enjoyed theater and music in Blacksburg. Frank receive
lung transplant in March which improved his health enormously this year and would like to encourage becoming ¢
organ donor. A memorial service will be held at Blacksburg Presbyterian Church on Sun. Dec.12, 2010 at 3pm. |
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a fund to defray medical expenses.

Checks "In Memory of Frank Brown" acct. no. 7713274.
Mail to: In Memory of Frank Brown, P.O. Box 900®acksburg, VA 24062

Jenni ferbés Contact | nf e&307169 j grover @comcast.net

SWFDA Members Make Dressage Daily

Just wanted you to know that two of your SWFDA membédsna Raux and Doris Suenkehave been featured
in DRESSAGE DAILY!!! | am SO thrilled that this made national horse news!!!! Absolutely wonderful!!! This was
an amazing learning opportunity for these children and many communibpkers. As a trained teacher, Bob's
commentary had everyone totally engagedd the ladies and their horses all earned a "10" on everything they did
what stars no one could take their eyes off them! They deserve to be "famous!"

While the program made tremendous cross curricular conneetiiowas a marvelous and unique way to promote
the sport, art form, and science of Dressage. This program has also been in several local newspaper and magaz
publications.

Wishing you all a happy holiday season

Sincerely,
Lisa Braren

Article Link:
http://www.dressagedaily.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5673:dressagatroduced-as-a-unique-
learning-method-at-the-tommie-barfield -elementary-schooton-marco-island-florida&catid=344:.december-
2010&Itemid=437

Silver Sponsor
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Hoof & Hike Poker Run

NN, Hoof & Hike
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Picayune Strand State Forest & Triple V Ranch
Benefit For:

Naples Equestrian Challenge

(The mission of Naples Equestrian Challenge is to improve the lives of children and adults with special needs
through therapeutic riding and other equine-related programs.)

Date: January 15, 2011
Time: 10am to 3 pm

Entry Fee: $35.00
Entry fee includes a t-shirt and lunch (lunch from 11:30 to 1:30)
You may enter by filling out the form below or visit our website to register online.
On the web: www.naplesequestrianchallenge.org
You may come anytime, but all trails must be completed by 3 pm
Riders must present current Coggins at event

Directions To Event: Event will be held at Triple V Ranch (Owned by Dr. Virginia Condello)
2960 Newman Dr, Naples, FL 34114

Trail Info: HIKERS = Approx 3 miles & HORSES = Approx & miles

Prizes (Top 3 Hands wWin!)

1% Place = $150.00 *%41 !5 ui 2" Place = $100.00 éﬁ“g”—! 3™ Place = $50.00

Raffle Tickets
Raffle Tickets (2 types of raffles): $1.00 raffle or $5.00 raffle (price per ticket)
Please See Our Website For a Complete List of Raffle Prizes
&
50/50 Raffle Tickets for $1.00 each
{(Winners need not be present)

*All applicants under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. If under 18, parent/guardian must sign below. Per the Florida
Helmet Law, anyone under the age of 16 will be required to wear a riding helmet.
Entry Form & Liability Release
In consideration of Naples Equestrian Challenge, Inc’s (NEC) permission to participate in the Hoof & Hike Poker Run, | hereby waive
and release any and all rights and claims for damages which | have against NEC, Picayune Strand State Forest, or any other person
connected with the event, their heirs, executors, successors, administrators, and assigns for any and all injuries, personal property
damages or losses, which | may suffer for taking part in the event or as a result of.

Name: Age:

Address:

Signature (parent/guardian if under 18):

Email:

Entry Fee: Raffle Tickets: 50/50:

Grand Total: PAYING BY: CHECK CREDIT CARD (VISA, MasterCard, AMX)

Credit Card #:

Expiration Date: CCV Code:
Mail Check or Credit Card Info To: NEC, 206 Ridge Drive, Naples, Florida 34108
Fax to: 239-514-2908 or Phone: 239-596-2988

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL FLORIDA REGISTRATION #CH16640 AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

PSS IS DS BSSIPSIrS)
Firs tWBan

Since 71922

11741 Palm Beach Bivd Suite 100, Ft Myers. FL 33905
Phone- (239) 437-8191 Fax. (239) 437-8192
Email gblurfon@fbclew com

Bronze Sponsor GREG BLURTON

Vice President
Area Manager
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An Inspirational Story

Take a moment and think about everything you do with your horse. Everything from groe
ing, to tacking, to climbing into the sadWl e,
of that...without arms. That is exactly what Bettina Eistel does on a daily basis with her equi
partner Fabuleax 5. Bettina was born without arms due to the drug Thalidomide (a drug giveito
pregnant women before it was known to cause severe birth defects). She was born in Germahy in
1961 and in light of her disability, she has become an accomplished horsewoman.

Bettinads accompl i s REorepe and Vicen€ | u d e
\”"'ﬁ World Champion (2 Silver and Bronze Medals at the European
Championships in Portugal in 2002, 3 Silver Medals at the World
Championships in Belgium in 2003). She also won 2 Silver and 1

the Silver in the team standings in the 2008 Paralympics in Hong
Kong. Now, |l dondt know abou y ou
ing.
Bettina has created an amazing bond with her equine partner
Fabuleax 5. It goes to show that horses have a special way of
Aknowi ngo what their rider redguire
to those needs. She has trained her horse with voice commands,
head movements, and leg aids. Bettina is able to groom, saddle,
bridle, bathe, wrap
his legs, blanket,
and best of all
RIDE. Once in the saddle she steers with he
legs, has one set of reins in her mouth and a
other set between her toes. At first glance yo . . W
woul dndét even notice \ : t af
a closer look the amazement sets in.

Bettina is an inspiration to able bodied andii#ats
disabled riders alike. Her tenacity and drive tEasae
reach her goals gives encouragement to thos :
who may be strugglin ~ : : do
thiso. She is def o - g o be
spected and admired. R W
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Education Corner

USDF launches e-Trak. Unlimited online access to articles & videos on equine health, training,
& much more!




