
June is coming up quickly as I write this, and it just doesnôt seem possible.  Where did the year 
go, and why is it that the older you get, the faster time flies?  Right now we are hurting for 

rain, and Iôm hoping by the time this newsletter hits the press, the grass will have something to 

be happy about, because itôs starting to feel like a dustbowl again.  But Iôm very thankful not 

to be in Middle America, where they are being tormented by floods and tornadoes.  Hopefully 

this isnôt indicative of how our hurricane season will be. 

Okay, enough about the weather and onto this business of dressage, with first things first:  Let 

us all extend hearty congratulations to SWFDA members Elaine Sherer, who recently became 

a USDF ñLò Graduate, and Carol Herron, who earned her USDF Bronze Medal!  Kudos to 

both of you hard-working ladies!!  Being one who hasnôt even managed to take a horse into the 

show ring for over a year, I am simply in complete awe of people like you!  You are out there 

doing it to it. J 

And now onto necessary but slightly less exciting eventséI need to catch everyone up on the 

results of our May 12 general membership meeting, and the board meeting held May 26.  Vice 

President Katie McClain ran the May 12 meeting so that Andreas and I could finally get away 

on a honeymoon, and from all reports she did an excellent job.  Thanks, Katie!  At that meet-

ing, several things were discussed and voted on, most of which concerned the Year-End 

Awards Banquet coming up on July 23. We selected year-end award prizes and a main course 

for the banquet dinner (ham and turkey).  Many thanks to Mary Jane Tenwick, Doris Suenkel, 

Michelle Gerlach and Katie McClain for volunteering to help with prize ordering, embroidery 

work, and engraving, and I know many others will be chipping in to make it a special event ï 

especially Fran Spears, who will bravely be letting us all into her beautiful home once again!  

It was also decided at the May 12 meeting to reduce the number of Member Representatives 

from 4 to 2, as the club isnôt as large as it was a few years ago, and hopefully this will alleviate 

some of our quorum issues.  There is some very good news in that people have stepped up to 

fill all of the board positions for next year.  Although they wonôt officially be the new board 

until after the June meeting, and wonôt assume duties until August, I feel safe in giving you the 

low-down on whoôs doing what next year: 

 President:  Karen McCulley 

 Vice President:  Doris Suenkel 

 Treasurer:  Holly Chernoff 

 Secretary:  Marrilee Tyrrell 

 Member Reps:  Mary Jane Tenwick and Caryl Thompson 

As we did not have more than one person willing to serve for any position, no ballots were 

issued, and the process will be completed by acclamation at our June meeting.  So, if you had a 

burning desire to be a board member, youôre pretty much out of luck unless someone above 

resigns!  Iôm really excited about this new board because I know the club will be in good, ex-
perienced hands.  Many, many thanks to the 6 of you for stepping up!  My own role next year 

is as yet undecided, but I have a feeling youôll be hearing from me.   

At our May 26 board meeting, we sorted out a few year-end details that were beyond the scope 

of a general membership meeting.  Our first issue concerned how much money is going to be 

disbursed to the charities selected by the Gold, Silver and Bronze sponsors.  As you may re-

call, we voted a year or so ago to not have a designated charity show this year, but rather to 

donate 20% of our net show proceeds to charity.  This was all well and good until we realized 

that, depending on how we defined ñnet show proceedsò, the charities were only going to get a 

total of $600, more or less, to be split between them.  Sponsorship chairman Anne Ross, and 

many others of us, strongly felt that this just wasnôt enough.  We knew that the whole issue of 
charities and the clubôs mission needed to be looked at again next year by the new board, but 

in the meantime we wanted to see if we could up the amount a bit without running our funds 

too low.   
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After looking over all the figures, including what we have in the bank, what needs to be spent on the year-end 

awards banquet, and whatôs needed to keep SWFDA healthy into the next year, we voted to donate a total of 

$1,000.  So, even though some felt we could have done more, we will be giving away more than we had com-

mitted to, and I think most of us agree this is a good thing. 

We also discussed what seems to be a recurring theme every yearé.confusion with year-end awards declara-

tion procedures.  We had people riding as teams that hadnôt declared separately as teams ï they filled out the 

team form, but did not include ñTeamò in the declaration form used to determine whoôs vying for awards.  We 

also had people who would have been eligible for the Recognized Show Award, who indicated what level they 

were declaring, but not that they were also going for the recognized award.  So, as has been done in the past by 

some boards, we decided to give everyone the benefit of the doubt and include them in the year-end scorekeep-

ing for Teams and Recognized, as applicable.  Next year we will revise the declaration form so that you do not 

have to fill in each category, but rather we will spell out each category and you must check off which ones you 

are declaring.  Hopefully there will be no more confusion on this!  Be glad you have a lenient board, because 

Iôve heard stories about Nazi-like boards in the past that wouldnôt grant awards if there was one teeny omis-

sion!  

Okay, well I have rambled on long enoughénext month we will go over the details of the year-end awards 

banquet once again, so that everything is fresh in your minds, but for now I am going to sign off and go get a 

horse ready to ride!        Sandy Bieri, President 

         Cell (239) 850-9246 
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Page 3 Important Club Reminders 

Save The DateðYear End Awards Party!!  July 23, 2011 

Year-End Awards Banquet is coming up, and we need to all pitch in and make it the best ever!  The 
banquet will be held at Fran Spearôs house in South Fort Myers on Saturday, July 23, 2011.  We will 

get you the directions and exact time a little later, but itôs a dinnertime-on-into-the-evening type of af-

fair. Meanwhile, hereôs what you need to start thinking about ahead of time: 

Chinese Auction:  We need LOTS of donated items!  If you are not familiar with a Chinese Auction, 

basically what it entails is we have tables full of goodies (and some goodies are so large they donôt 

even fit on a table) and people wander about, deciding which items they are interested in trying to win.  

Then, you buy a whole bunch of tickets and drop them in brown paper bags for each goodie you like, 
and later in the evening we draw tickets to determine the lucky winners!  This is a whole lot of fun, and 

the more goodies you all can donate, the more fun it will be.  Goodies can be almost anything ï tasteful 

is the only real rule.  It can be new or lightly used horsey stuff, it can be art, it can be gift certificates to 
restaurants or whateveréso look around your house and barn to see if thereôs anything nice that you 

can donate, or if you have a business (or know someone who does), see if you can come up with a use-

ful gift certificate of some sort. 

Raffles:  Mary Jane Tenwick has offered to donate a brand new tack trunk on wheels and Karen 

McCulley is contributing a brand new small muck cart on wheels, and these will each be filled up with 

yet more donated items.  The way this works is people from different geographic areas are asked to do-

nate certain types of horsey items: 

 

 North Fort Myers/Punta Gorda: Tack cleaning supplies 

 South Fort Myers/East Fort Myers: Grooming supplies 

 Estero/Bonita Springs:  First aid supplies 

 Naples:  Horsesô favorite things in the worldé.TREATS!!! 

Trophies:  All trophies from last year must be returned to SWFDA via dropping them off at DaVinci 

Farms.  We will then arrange to get them engraved with the names of the new recipients.  Please get 
these returned at your earliest ability so that we will have plenty of time to get the engraving done be-

fore the banquet! 

Food:  Fran Spears will take care of getting the main dish, but attendees are asked to bring a side dish.  
It can be appetizer, soup/salad, vegetable/starch, fruit, bread, or dessert. Coolers with ice and beverages 

are always good as well! 
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Silver Sponsor 

Grooming Tip (Submitted by: Sandi Bieri):  My new favorite grooming tool in the world 
is the Flick Poly Brush!  For those of you who are sick of trying to get the sand out of 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ōǊǳǎƘ ȅŜǘΣ Ǝƻ ōǳȅ ƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǊǳǎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǎŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ   And 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜΣ ǎǇǊŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ {Ƙƻǿ {ƘŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǎƘ όŀŦǘŜǊ ƎŜǘπ
ting the brush at least somewhat clean) and regularly brush the tail out with it (it helps 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύΦ  Then you can also do his fore-
lock, face, mane and a final going over on the body as well (except saddle area, of 
course) with your Show-Sheened brush, and this will go a long way toward keeping your horse looking 
shiny and beautiful with a lot of bathing and extra effort.  SmartPak carries these brushes, but they can be 
found elsewhere as well.  



Page 5 Heartfelt Thanks 

  

Dear SWFDA Friends, 

 

I am touched and overwhelmed by the clubôs monetary donation as my husband battles cancer. 

Times like these are when you learn who your friends are, and we are blessed with many.  

 

Thanks to family and friends, however, we have things under control for now, and our insurance is 

doing the job. I know there are many other worthwhile causes that SWFDA can champion and 

hope you can put the funds to use for someone who needs them more than we do.  

 

We would also like to thank our SWFDA friends for the cards, visits, phone calls, e-mails and 

flowers. I was touched by so many kindnesses during Butchôs lengthy stay in the hospital in Feb-

ruary and March. 

 

He is home now and doing well with his treatment. Though his cancer is incurable, it is slow-

growing, so we remain optimistic. 

It is my privilege to call each and every one of you a friend. You are a special group of people and 

your kindness is appreciated more than I can say.  

 

With love and appreciation, 

  Cathy Cottrill 

 

 

 

Bronze Sponsor 

SWFDA Member Reaches For Silver!! 

 

A SWFDA tip of the hat to Mary Jane Tenwick and her lovely mount Topper for earning 

the final score Mary Jane needed for her USDF silver medal. This has been a goal of Mary 

Jane's for many years and we congratulate her on this significant accomplishment!  
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Equestrian Professional's monthly horse business seminars help horse professionals grow healthier, more profitable 

businesses and support them in achieving their equestrian career goals. 

We address the topics and issues that face today's horse business owner. From surviving the current economy to navi-

gating new media, our seminars help horse professionals find relevant answers and time saving solutions. 

Our mission is to provide education of value to the equine business community as a whole and to provide in-

valuable information, resources and support to our members.   
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Equestrian Summer Camp 

Sign Up Now!  HORSE ACADEMY SOUTH is offering the fol-

lowing equestrian summer camps for beginner to advanced riders 

ages 7 -16 as follows: 

Camp I  June 20 - 24,11 

Camp II July 11 - 15, 11 

Camp III July 25 - 29,11 

Times: Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Fees: US $ 300 per rider per week. (daily lunch and water, as well 

as all artistic materials are included) 

  

Camp activities: horseback riding, trail riding, mounted games on horses, horse grooming,  educational 

equestrian quizzes and games, swimming.  

  

For all questions please call Doris at (239) 693 0385 or email at hascar1@aol.com 

mailto:hascar1@aol.com

