
Things are happening so fast that I feel like Iôm off to the races. Our new show 

season with its new additions is just around the corner and in just a few short 

weeks, we conclude our sponsorship drive at the symposium/membership drive 

to be held at Da Vinci Farms.  Let me explain all the details before I get you 

completely confused. 

 

SPONSORSHIP DRIVE ï Anne Ross has done a wonderful job organizing the 

protocol for donating to our charities next year as well as giving us the spon-

sorship challenge once again this year. The easy to understand forms for ask-

ing your friends and business contacts for sponsorship make this task a snap. 

Iôm proud that we can say we want to contribute back to our community by 

donating funds raised at our charity show in March as well as a portion of the 

sponsorôs contribution to SWFDA.  I hope all of you have taken advantage of 

Anneôs hard work and have asked at least one friend or business contact to 

sponsor SWFDA this year. 

 

SHOW SEASON ï We were able to add a schooling show in December to our 

other shows to make it a 4 show season. The December show will go back to 

our original roots with it being a combined training show to be held at Show-

case Performance Horses in N. Ft. Myers. Besides the normal dressage classes 

offered, there will be jumper classes plus the opportunity to ride a combined 

test. New to year end awards this year will be AA awards for training through  
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 FEI with hopes that this will stimulate a greater interest in nominating this season. Speaking of new awards 

to nominate for this season, we now are in need of 6 new perpetual trophies. So if you would like to donate 

a perpetual trophy in honor or memory of someone special to you, nowôs your chance. You get to choose 

the trophy and the dedication.  If you think this is something you might be interested in or for more infor-

mation email me at charger733t@aol.com  for more details. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE ï Sandy is kicking off our membership year at the October 29th  symposium. There 

will be a hospitality tent with all the information for perspective new members. Invite people you think 

might like to check us out to our symposium and they can get a discount on a new membership if they sign 

up at the symposium. All others will pay the normal renewal rate of  $47.00.  So stop by and renew your 

SWFDA membership while you are enjoying the symposium. 

SYMPOSIUM ï Verna has done a fantastic job of organizing our symposium to be taught by Charlotte 

Trentleman in the style of the annual USDF Symposium. At each level, two demo riders will be demonstrat-

ing the concepts that Charlotte is teaching to the auditors regarding training the dressage horse. Itôs sure to 

be an educational as well as fun filled day with raffle baskets galore and lunch. 

So with so much happening so quickly, Beth has done a great job with the web site and membership email-

ings to keep everybody informed of the opportunities that are out there to get involved in SWFDA.  I hope 

you take the time to check out the emails and web site so you wonôt get left out. 

Iôll leave you with this thought: 

People can be divided into three groups:  

Those who make things happen, Those who watch things happen, & Those who wonder what happened. 

Congratulations SWFDA members for being part of the first group! 

          Karen McCulley, President 

          Email:  Charger733t@aol.com 

          Phone: 239-634-1833 
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Show Dates  

Mark Your Calendars!!  

 

SWFDA Dates  

November 5, 2011 

December 10, 2011 

January 28, 2012 

March 17, 2012 

 

Alpha Dressage Assocation  

October 9, 2011 

December 4, 2011 

January 15, 2012 

GOLD SPONSOR 

SWFDAôs Email Address 

Is SWFDA listed as one of your contacts?  
Donôt miss out on important club news!!  

Make sure you add us to your email con-
tacts!!  Check your Junk or Spam Folders 
if you arenôt receiving club news.  Make 

sure we have your correct email address 
on file.   

 

Club Email Address: 

contactswfda@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send inquiry to email address above if 
you are not getting club news via email!! 

Follow SWFDA  

Website:  www.swfda.org  

 

Find Us On Facebook & ñLike Usò!! 
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    How many of us hate to hear our own voice over the radio or microphone? Did you know 

that one of the most common fear is to speak in public? If you ever wondered who woman's 

the microphone at our SWFDA shows I would like to introduce you to our long time mem-

ber, Susan O'Bryan.  

  

Most people will volunteer at a job for a show or two or perhaps even a year or so, but 

Susan is in it for the long term. She has kept us laughing with her jokes and anecdotes, kept 

our show on schedule, reminded us who was on deck for years, and occasionally massacred 

a horse's name but there is no high point ribbon that Susan is going to win nor is she volun-

teering for any other reason than her love for dressage. Although she can't now, she has rid-

den for many years and we are extremely happy that she considers SWFDA her own. The 

last time SOB rode at a dressage show it was in North Ft. Myers and she rode her two 

horses Crystal and Chaz (aka Charles) where she took home 4 blue ribbons!  

  

Don't ever let it be said that Susan doesn't have a good sense of humor. All you need to do 

is spend some time with her at the announcers booth or over a glass of Guinness and you 

will be sure to be laughing along with her about something. At times we have to be re-

minded to keep the noise down so the riders concentrate on their tests!  

  

Announcing at our shows and events aren't the only thing that Susan does, however. She is 

at most meetings, helps out with the dirty job of yearly trailer inventory, and who do you 

think brings the hot coffee and donuts for our early morning rides? You guessed it...SOB! 

We can all take a lesson from her about selfless dedication and doing something just for the 

love of the sport.  

 

Submitted by Barb Stark 
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    Show season is right around the corner and soon our 4-legged friends will be climbing 
aboard our trailers trusting that we have taken the necessary steps to ensure they have a 
safe ride.  Here is a quick and easy check list to ensure your trailer is travel ready! 

 

1. Inspect Trailer Floors: You seen the bare trailer floor recently?  If not, itôs time to pull up 
those mats and closely inspect the floor and rivets for any type of pitting if you have alu-
minum floors or any weak points if you have wooden floors.  I donôt think any of us want 
our horses to be pulling a Fred Flintstone up the highway! 

2. Tire Check (this includes all 4 tires, your spare, and your wheel bearings):  Check to en-
sure that your tire pressure is correct (even on your spare).  Check all 4 tires for an even 
wear pattern and make sure the tread is still at a safe amount.  You should have your 
wheel bearings repacked at least once a year. 

3. Tool Box & First Aid Kit:  Make sure you have all the tools and equipment you might 
need (even if itôs just a short tripðthose pesky flat tires can sneak up out of no where!).  
Make sure your tire jack and/or Trailer Aid is packed along with a tire iron, flash light, 
road flares, safety cones, and a can of Fix A Flat.  You also need to make sure your first 
aid kit (both human & horse) is well stocked and handy for those ñjust in caseò moments. 

4. Brake Check:  Needless to say this is definitely something you want to check BEFORE 
you go venturing on the interstate.   

5. Light Check:  Ensure that all of your connections are tight and all the lights are properly 
working.  This includes brake lights, turn signals, emergency flashers, running lights, as 
well as the interior loading lights. 

6. Hitch & Safety Chains:  Check for any loose bolts  and ensure that your chains are in 
good shape.  Remember, your chains should always be hooked to the FRAME of the 
trunk and NEVER the bumper.  Be sure to check for any other signs of wear such as 
cracks. 

7. Breakaway Cable:  Check your cable lengthðit should be shorter than your safety 
chains.  Make sure itôs plugged in and correctly connected. 

8. Safety Equipment:  Make sure you 
have jumper cables, spare fuses, fire 
extinguisher (make sure itôs pressur-
ized), chock blocks, and extra halters/
lead ropes in case of emergency 
unloading. 

These are just a few tips on making sure 
your trailer is ready for the road.  Itôs al-
ways a good idea to have your trailer 
checked by a professional mechanic to 
ensure itôs in proper running order.   And 
of course, itôs always a good idea to 
check your truck  (or other towing vehi-
cle) to ensure that itôs in safe running 
condition as well.  Remember, our faith-
ful companions are trusting us to make 
sure they arrive safely! 
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Silver Sponsor 

 

Bronze Sponsor 
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Have you ever watched a dynamically expressive horse and rider schooling at home? Or 
seen an exquisitely elegant pair in the show ring?  As you stood there, did you ponder, 
ñHow do you do that?ò  Itôs time for some answers! Come join us as the Wilbur Smith Law 
Firm presents ñHow Do You Do That?ò a Southwest Florida Dressage Association 
sympsium on moving your horse up the levels.  The symposium will be hosted by DaVinci 
Farms in Fort Myers on Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Our clinician, 
Charlotte Trentelman, will teach the auditors the ins and outs of what is required to move 
your horse from Training Level to Grand Prix.  There will be two riders at each level who will 
demonstrate the points that Charlotte is teaching.  

 

Charlotte is just the right person to lead us on this journey.  She is a USEF ñSò dressage 
judge who has achieved the USDF Bronze and Silver Medals and has competed through 
Grand Prix.  A dressage competitor since 1976, she has competed with Arabs, Quarter 
Horses, Thoroughbreds, Warmbloods, Morgans, and Andalusians.  Her judging assign-
ments have included numerous Regional Championships, Arabian Sport Horse National 
Championships and National Dressage Seat Equitation Finals.  She served as USDF Re-
gion 3's Director for two terms and is currently a member of USDFôs Historical Committee. 
She was one of the original planners of USDFôs National Symposium and served as the lo-
cal organizer for the Symposium for its first five years at Grand Cypress Equestrian Center 
in Orlando, FL.  She participated in all nine Region 3 Instructor Seminars with Major Anders 
Lindgrenïstarting as a demo rider and, finally, organizing and hosting.  She has participated 
in numerous USDF Instructor/Trainer clinics, both as demo rider and instructor. 

 

Charlotte and her husband, Chris, own Rebel Ridge Farm in Anthony, FL, near Ocala.  Re-
bel Ridge is a teaching and training facility which has hosted many local, national and inter-
national clinicians.  When sheôs not judging or competing in dressage, Charlotte also com-
petes in Combined Driving events at the advanced level with her first pony, a Haflinger 
named Mary. 

 

This will be a wonderful day for learning, as well as a great day for fun.  Weôll have raffle 
baskets galoreða drawing will be held hourly, with a bunch more auctioned off at the lunch 
break.  And there may be a couple of surprises up our sleeve! Raffle tickets will be for sale 
at $1 each or $5 for six.  Lunch will be available for $6, with drinks for sale throughout the 
day.  

Another part of the fun is the cost for attendingða mere $10 for SWFDA members and $20 
for non- members if you register in advance.  If youôre a walk-in on the day of the sympo-
sium, itôs $25 for everyone. Need a registration form?  Thereôs one is this newsletter, or you 
can find one on the SWFDA website at www.swfda.org. For more information, call Verna 
Saxer-Gibson at 239-543-4032.  See you there! And donôt forget to bring a chair.  

 

Directions to DaVinci Farms: Take exit I-75 exit 141 and head east on Palm Beach Blvd.  Turn right 

on Orange River Blvd. (at the light just 2 blocks from I-75).  Continue on Orange River to the stop 

sign and turn left.  Go to Staley Road and turn left.  At Long Road turn right, go the short distance to 

the end, which is the entry into DaVinci.  Lost? Call DaVinci at 239-437-7433. 
        Submitted by:  Verna Saxer-Gibson 
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Equestrian Professional's monthly horse business seminars help horse professionals grow healthier, more profitable 

businesses and support them in achieving their equestrian career goals. 

We address the topics and issues that face today's horse business owner. From surviving the current economy to navi-

gating new media, our seminars help horse professionals find relevant answers and time saving solutions. 

Our mission is to provide education of value to the equine business community as a whole and to provide in-

valuable information, resources and support to our members.   


