
Have you taken a backseat approach to SWFDA for the past few years?  Are 

you looking for the right reason to reconnect with the club? Everyone says ñthe 

economy, the economyò, but in reality do you want to reconnect as you have 

the time and finances? The economy is in fact a reality in everyoneôs word at 

the moment; however itôs time for SWFDA to adapt to these changes. Itôs my 

desire to see us not only survive, but thrive during this economic downturn.  

Now is the time that we all need each other for friendship, support, encourage-

ment and just plain fun. Let me encourage you to let your voice be heard. 

Just take a small step and see if you find a place to fit in and renew old friend-

ships or make new connections.  Join us for our monthly meetings where a 

bunch of horse crazy folks get together over dinner and share new ideas, inno-

vative ways to improve the club, and so much more! Weôre planning horse 

shows, clinics, fun outings, and other ways of connecting that wonôt cost lots 

of time or money.  Do you have a good idea to share or just want to listen to 

someone elseôs good ideas?  Mark your calendar for September 8th and attend 

the club meeting at MacDaddys.  Our last meeting got us off and running for a 

new show season.  We welcomed two new members that night and discovered 

we have lots of enthusiastic members with good ideas and willingness to par-

ticipate in club functions. There will be something going on this year that you 

are going to be quite interested in ï guaranteed!!   

Hopefully at our next meeting weôll be able to answer some of your questions 

about the possibility of a Kathy Connelly symposium sponsored by SWFDA as 

well as a December Dressage and  Combined Training show. Have you ever 

wished there was someone to video your ride at the shows so you can get a 

good look at where you were greatðor maybe not so great? How about a fund-

raiser at our Christmas party to buy a video camera to be placed in the hospi-

tality tent so a volunteer can video anyone who requests it?   
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The Time Is Right!!  

Añ-Dñ-Lñ-Xñ-Iñ-Gñ-C 

 Would you like to see more general information clinics like the one several years ago by a licensed equine 

massage therapist? Would you like to hear a guest speaker at a meeting such as a feed or supplement rep? 

The enthusiasm is here.  

 

The only thing missing is your voice. We need to hear from you. SWFDA is a great club with fun people. 

The time is right to get involved. 

Iôll leave you with this thoughté..Everyone, no matter how great or small has something to teach us because 

weôre all ignorant. Just in different areas. 

 

Karen McCulley, President 

Email:  Charger733t@aol.com 

Phone: 239-634-1833 

mailto:Charger733t@aol.com
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Show Dates  

Mark Your Calendars!!  

 

SWFDA Dates  

November 5, 2011 

January 28, 2012 

March 17, 2012 

 

Alpha Dressage Assocation  

October 9, 2011 

December 4, 2011 

January 15, 2012 

March 11, 2012 

GOLD SPONSOR 

SWFDAôs Email Address 

Is SWFDA listed as one of 
your contacts?  Donôt miss 

out on important club news!!  
Make sure you add us to 

your email contacts!! 

 

Club Email Address: 

contactswfda@gmail.com  

 

 

Follow SWFDA  

Website:  www.swfda.org  

 

Find Us On Facebook!! 
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SILVER 

SPONSOR 

 

    Hi all!  Having recently been in the habit of writing articles every month (or nearly so), here I am again, thinking 

about SWFDA and the upcoming year.  Iôve said it before, but Iôll say it again: we have a fabulous Board of Direc-

tors this year, and they already have a lot going on to make this club better than ever.  Iôll let Karen and her fellow 

board members share information about their plans and progress themselves, but suffice it to say that things promise 

to soon be a lot more straightforward and organized in several departments, which is awesome.  It makes me feel like 

I could have/should have done more about some of this myself last year, but honestly we had enough going on and, 

as they say, you just canôt build (or rebuild) Rome in a day! 

Thatôs the great thing about having a variety of different people on the Board over the years, and involved with the 

club in general.  No one person or even handful of people necessarily knows the best way to do everything; real pro-

gress is often made through trial and error and with the input of many people over time.  Plus, folks do get burned 

out doing the same positions and duties year after year, so migration from one role to another is healthy. I enjoyed 

being President for a year, but am rather glad its Karenôs baby this year! We spent quite a bit of time together during 

the transition, and have talked a few times since, and I am so impressed with Karenôs drive and determination to 

bring SWFDA to an even better place. 

Karen has decided that my new title will be Membership Committee Chairman ï again.  I did that role two years 

ago, but I think it will take a slightly different shape this time. My goal is to get membership packets out to every-

body with information that should be helpful to them throughout the show year.  I will also work with Treasurer 

Holly Chernoff and Newsletter Editor Beth Yurkovac in maintaining membership email and address lists - Holly 

does the intake on membership applications, and Beth handles not only the production but also the mailing of the 

newsletters.  Beth has asked me to help with mailing of prizelists and membership packets, so I am planning to do 

that.  I may also be involved in some sort of membership drive function, although I warned Karen that A) I donôt 

have time to run the whole thing myself; and B) as much as I wish I was, I am not a Missy Johnson, who was quite 

accomplished at chasing people for their membership forms and checkbooks!  Iôm good at nagging and begging 

emails and mailings, however. 

Anyway, I really would like to emphasize the obvious but sometimes forgotten truth that SWFDA is only as good as 

its membership and sponsorship, and their respective contributions via event participation, meeting attendance, vol-

unteered time, goodies, funds, etc.  Weôre all busy and not everyone has the money to do a lot of showing or spon-

soring, but please do whatever you can to support our club this upcoming year.  There are so many opportunities to 

help us out, and every little thing makes a difference.   

Donôt know how to get involved?  Volunteer Coordinator Fran Spears always has a need, whether great or small.  

Want to donate something, but not sure what?  Sponsorships of all types are available through Sponsorship Commit-

tee Chairman Anne Ross, from business cards to larger financial commitments.  Weôll also happily gladly accept 

anything from a $10 gift certificate to use as a first place prize, or a gift basket to raffle off at one of our events.  Raf-

fle baskets are big money makers for us, so they are great!  Please, just always feel free to call on any of us on the 

board and committees if you are unsure how to get more involved.  We realize meetings are often tedious and time-

consuming, but there are many other rewarding ways to be a part of the action! 

Sandy Bieri 

Membership Committee Chairman 
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    During the Korean War there was a gal who saw a great deal of combat. Sgt. Reckless 
was a decorated United States Marine whose awards included two Purple Hearts, Good 
Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Citation with star, National Defense Service Medal, Ko-
rean Service Medal, United Nations Service Medal and Republic of Korea Presidential Unit 
Citation.  She was listed in LIFE magazine along with George Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, and Martin Luther King as one of our all-time heroes.  Sgt. Reckless was no ordinary 
gal, she was in fact, a small sorrel or chestnut colored horse with a white blaze adorning her 
face and three stocking feet who earned her position among the Recoilless Rifle Platoon, 
Antitank Company, Fifth Marine Regiment. 

 Her name, Reckless, came from the 
nickname given to the recoilless rifle which 
was introduced during World War II.  It was a 
large weapon that took 3-4 men to carry, how-
ever its blast power made it difficult to conceal 
its position on the battle fields.  Lieutenant 
Eric Pedersen was responsible for recruiting 
Sgt. Reckless and valued her ability to carry 
the heavy ammunition that was required to 
operate the recoilless rifle. 

 This  brave little mare went through 
equine boot camp, she learned how to jump in 
and out of a jeep, she learned how to take 
cover during attacks, and grew accustomed to carrying loads of ammunition on a pack sad-
dle.  Later on in her training she even learned how to string telephone wire!    One of her 
grandest moments came during the Battle of Outpost Vegas in 1953 where she made 51 
trips from the ammunition supply point to the front lines carrying over 386 rounds of ammu-
nition (almost 5 tons!), plowed through 35 miles of rice paddies, and up steep mountains all 
the while being surrounded by enemy fire.  She also took over 9,000 pounds of explosives 
to the front lines.  She was wounded on several occasions, but it did not stop her from her 
duties or from protecting her fellow soldiers. 

 Her fellow marines loved her quirky person-
ality and love of people food.  She loved scrambled 

eggs, pancakes and cof-
fee for breakfast.  Her-
shey bars and Coca 
Cola were also two of 
her other loves.  She 
had a habit of stealing 
poker chips, blankets, 
and hats when she felt 
she was being ignored 

or wanted something. 

 Sgt. Reckless served our country well as was retired on November 10, 1960 with full 
military honors.  She gave birth to several foals during her years in retirement and lived out 
the remainder of her days enjoying a lush pasture life.  The Fifth Marine Regiment lost a be-
loved friend when Sgt. Reckless passed away on November 10, 1960.  Her memory and 
heroic deeds live on through stories, books, and personal recounts of those that served with 
her.               You can find out more about Sgt. Reckless at:  www.sgtreckless.com 
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Equestrian Professional's monthly horse business seminars help horse professionals grow healthier, more profitable 

businesses and support them in achieving their equestrian career goals. 

We address the topics and issues that face today's horse business owner. From surviving the current economy to navi-

gating new media, our seminars help horse professionals find relevant answers and time saving solutions. 

Our mission is to provide education of value to the equine business community as a whole and to provide in-

valuable information, resources and support to our members.   


