
Itôs that time of year again when we need to start thinking 

about elections. I know that many of you are still in the 
ñshow modeò but we have some major openings on the 

board this year to consider.  

 

Michelle Vastola, Michelle Gerlach and I will be stepping 
aside so that someone else can take the reins. While none 

of us plan on abandoning the new officers, we will always 

be available for input, but we feel that itôs time for change.  

The nominations are in the month of May and our elections 
will be conducted in June and of course, we welcome any-

one to run for any office, including member representa-

tives. We have a notebook of job details for each position, 

if anyone is interested in looking through it.  

 

Personally, I have truly enjoyed getting involved with 

SWFDA and its members and I have enjoyed most of the 

aspects of my duties. Our members are a passionate, fun 
and often entertaining group and I have gained much 

while sitting at the head of the table.  

 

If you have any questions regarding a position, and itôs 
duties, please feel free to contact any of the board mem-

bers or ask to see the notebook.  

Yours Truly,  

Barb Stark  

April 2010  
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Twisting and turning, 
a beautiful, graceful ballerina. 

Floating and gliding, 
dancing on wisps of air. 

 
Eyes dark with mystery, 

soulful but inviting. 
Colour's that emulate fire, 
spark's licking your body. 

 
Hair silken to the touch, 

spilling around your neck. 
A shimmering shower of ruby's, 

glistening with intensity. 
 

Shapely and athletic, 
regal but humble. 

So delicately formed, 
the perfect creation. 

 
A spirit so free, 

yet burdened by the hand of man. 

 

By:  Patricia Dodd of Ireland 

The Woman, The Horse  
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Have You Moved??? 

Please be sure to inform our record keeper 
(Michelle Vastola) if you have moved, changed 
your phone number, or you have a new email 

address.   

 

Michelleôs Email: 

 

spud27523@aol.com 



The 4-H Club has requested SWFDAôs help in setting up for their  

dressage show to be held at the Civic Center on May 1, 2010. 

 

They would need 1 person to supervise their volunteers during set up 
the Friday before the show. 

 

They would also need 2 scribes for the day of the show. 

 

If you are interested in helping please contact: 

Karen McCulley 

Email:  Charger733t@aol.com 

 

4-H Dressage Show  

Birthday Babies!!  
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Happy 

Birthday 

to the 

Following 

SWFDA 

Members: 

March Birthday Babies  

Diane Levy:  April 3rd 

Caryl Thompson:  April 11th 

Mona Raux:  April 17th 

Malicia Von Falkenhausen:  April 22nd 

Brenda Svihra:  April 26th 

Holly Chernoff:  April 27th 

Elaine Hollis:  April 27th 
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We did not have any volunteer of the month information for March, so I decided to incorporate an article 
about the history of volunteering.  I found this piece to be very insightful...definitely food for thought. 

AMERICA'S VOLUNTARY SPIRIT  By Brian O'Connell          

 ". . . Voluntary initiative has helped give America her national character . . ."  

 -- Merle Curti, Pulitzer Prize - winning historian        

 

The question is asked, is there still a civic spirit in the United States?  

There is a pervasive view that in earlier times, Americans were far more willing than we are today to help one 

another and to become involved in causes and public issues. It almost seems a given to some that we are now a 

less caring society and that we should worry about what's happened to all that neighborliness, public spiritedness 

and charity.  

Actually, the past was not nearly as good as remembered and the present is far better than perceived. A far larger 

proportion and many more parts of our population are involved in community activity today than at any time in 

our history.  

Fifty percent of all Americans are now active volunteers. That's a staggering hundred million people, or one out 
of every two of us over the age of 13. And we devote an average of four hours a week to the causes of our 

choice. The base of participation is also spreading. There are more young people, more men and more senior 

citizens.  

We organize to serve every conceivable aspect of the human condition and are willing to stand up and be 

counted on almost any public issue. We line up to fight zoning changes, approve bond issues, improve garbage 

collection, expose overpricing, enforce equal rights or protest wars. In very recent times we have successfully 

organized to deal with rights of women, conservation and preservation, learning disabilities, conflict resolution, 

Hispanic culture and rights, the aged, voter registration, the environment, Native Americans, the dying, experi-

mental theater, international understanding, population control, neighborhood empowerment, control of nuclear 

power, consumerism and on and on. Volunteers' interests and impact extend from neighborhoods to the ozone 

layer and beyond.  

Three out of four U.S. citizens are regular contributors of money to charitable causes, and give more than $1,000 

per family each year. Almost 90 percent of giving comes from them. Foundations and business corporations, as 

important as they are, provide only 10 percent of all contributions. People of all incomes are involved, and con-

tributors at the lower end of the scale are more likely to be generous than those better off.  

From where does all this activity and generosity stem? Obviously, the United States is not the only participatory 

society in the world. Giving and volunteering occur in most countries, and nonprofit organizations can be found 

around the globe. But nowhere else are the numbers, proportions and impact so great.  

It's not easy to sort out why there is so much more of this activity here, but if we hope to sustain it into future 

generations, we need to understand the phenomenon better than we do. The research and literature are sparse; 

still, one can begin to piece together an explanation.  

Most often the participation is attributed to our Protestant ethic and English ancestry; but as important as they 

are, they are only two of many sources. What we identify as Judeo-Christian impulses were also brought to our 

shores by each wave of immigrants -- from Sweden, Russia, China, India or elsewhere -- who followed Jesus, 

Moses, Mohammed, Buddha or other sages and prophets.  
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One of the most fundamental explanations for voluntary activity centers on religious expression and protection of 

that freedom. The 1993 edition of Independent Sector's report, <<I< to Belief> based on the largest study ever 

undertaken of the community service role of religious congregations, shows that these groups are the primary 

service providers for neighborhoods. It's my experience that the poorer the community, the larger that role and 

impact.  

Beyond the exercise of religious freedom and the community services provided by religious congregations, these 

institutions have been and continue to be the places where the moral issues are raised and pursued. In his mid-

19thcentury observations on the American scene, Alexis de Tocqueville saw this country's network of voluntary 

organizations not so much as service providers but as "the moral associations" where such values as charity and 

responsibility to others are taught and where the nation's crusades take root.  

As important as religious influences have been, we can't ascribe our tradition of voluntary action solely to their 

lessons of goodness. The matter of mutual dependence and assistance cannot be overlooked. The Minutemen in 

Revolutionary times (1775-1781) and the frontier families in the late 18th and early 19th centuries practiced basic 

forms of enlightened self-interest. To portray our history of volunteering as relating solely to goodness may de-
scribe the best of our forebears, but it ignores the widespread tradition of organized neighborliness that hardship 

dictated and goodness tempered.  

One of the most striking points about the origins is that we shouldn't assume that these characteristics and tradi-

tions were imported. In American Philanthropy, historian Robert Bremner makes clear that the Native Americans 

treated us with far more "Christian" goodness than we practiced on them. Reading his descriptions of the kindly 

way in which the Native Americans greeted and helped us adjust to their world, one is absolutely wrenched out of 

prior notions about imported goodness.  

We came into a country where there was very little structure. We had a chance to start all over again. For most 

people, for the first time in generations, the family hierarchy was absent. There were few built-in restraints im-

posed by centuries of laws and habits, and yet we were terribly interdependent. In the absence of families and 
controlling traditions, we addressed our dependence and gregariousness by becoming, as journalist-social com-

mentator Max Lerner described it, "a nation of joiners." These new institutions -- churches, unions, farmers' asso-

ciations, fire companies or other specific organizations -- became our networks for socializing and mutual activ-

ity.  

It's also important to realize that we were people determined never again to be ruled by kings or emperors or czars 

and thus were suspicious of any central authority. We were resolved that power should be spread. This meant that 

voluntary institutions would accomplish in the United States what governments did in other countries. In "What 

Kind of Society Shall We Have?," an article written for Independent Sector, Richard W. Lyman, former president 

of Stanford University, reminds us of Edmund Burke's description of "the little platoons" of France that became 

America's own way for achieving dispersion of power and organization of mutual effort.  

As we experienced the benefits of so much citizen participation, including the personal satisfactions that such 

service provides, we became all the more committed to this kind of participatory society. Along the way, we con-

stantly renewed our faith in the basic intelligence and ability of people.  

We have never found a better substitute for safeguarding freedom than placing responsibility in the hands of the 

people and expecting them to fulfill it. We can be disappointed at times in their performance, but the ultimate 

answer is still the democratic compact. There is still wisdom and comfort in Thomas Jefferson's advice that "if we 

think the people themselves...[are]...not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, 

the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education."  

We really meant and continue to mean what is written in the Declaration of Independence. We do believe in the 

rights and power of people, and these convictions cause us to stand up and be counted on a broad array of issues, 

and to cherish and fiercely defend the freedoms of religion, speech and assembly.  

If we accept that our patterns and levels of participation and generosity contribute importantly to our national life, 

it is essential to understand and nurture all of the roots that give rise to such pluralism. One of the basic challenges 

is to be sure that the American people understand that there is this third way by which we address our problems 

and dreams.  

Volunteering obviously begins with the individual -- the golden rule and lending a hand. The hundred million 

Americans who volunteer are involved in an extraordinary array of acts of compassion and service. They inform, 
protest, assist, teach, heal, build, advocate, comfort, testify, support, solicit, donate, canvass, demonstrate, guide, 

feed, monitor and in many other ways serve people, communities and causes.  

Beyond all the indications of the good that results when so many people do so many good things, it is important to 

recognize what all these efforts mean to the kind of people we are. All of this voluntary participation strength-
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Beyond all the indications of the good that results when so many people do so many good things, it is important to 

recognize what all these efforts mean to the kind of people we are. All of this voluntary participation strengthens 

us as a nation, strengthens our communities, and strengthens and fulfills us as individual human beings.  

The Pulitzer Prize-winning historian, Merle Curti, says, "Emphasis on voluntary initiative has helped give Amer-

ica her national character."  

In examining most of the great citizen crusades of our history, what comes through again and again is that the 

participation, the caring and the evidence that people can make a difference add wonderfully to the spirit of our 

society. For example, in Inez Haynes Irwin's study of the fight for women's suffrage, she returns repeatedly to the 

spirit of those women, not only in deciding on the task and accomplishing it, but what their success meant to them 

as individual human beings. "They developed a sense of comradeship for each other which was half love, half 

admiration, and all reverence," Irwin writes. "In summing up a fellow worker, they speak first of her spirit, and 

her spirit is always beautiful, or noble, or glorious . . ."  

When one thinks of the giants of the voluntary sector, one is likely to think of women's names, at least in the past 
150 years -- names like Clara Barton, Jane Addams, Mary McLeod Bethune, Susan B. Anthony, Dorothea Dix, 

Alice Paul, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dorothy Day, Mother Seton, Carrie Nation, Margaret 

Sanger and Lucretia Mott.  

In my recent book, Voices From the Heart: In Celebration of America's Volunteers, I depict volunteering through 

the experiences of 25 individuals, who reveal what they do, why they do it, and what the experience has meant to 

them.  

Listen to some of their voices:  

Scott Rosenberg is an artist who teaches at-risk teenagers to produce films and videos. He describes 

the experience: "On a visceral level, volunteering is a natural high. You get lifted in the right way when 

you work with people on something you believe in. It's arduous work, but you come away feeling exhila-

rated."  

Valdimir Joseph, a college counselor, founded Inner Strength, which provides mentoring for young 

African- American men. He says: "Everyone has something to offer. Working with other volunteers has 

helped give me strength. They are struggling, too. I feel empowered watching volunteers develop rela-

tionships with these kids, watching them both grow. . . . Everyone I've met who volunteers, even if they 

only do two hours a week, makes a difference in someone's life."  

Amber Coffman, a teenager, provides food to the homeless and summarizes her reaction: "It's about 

changing people's lives because of a few volunteers who get together on weekends and just give from the 

heart. That's what gets me up early when I don't feel like making lunches. I do it because of the wonder-

ful feelings involved with giving. Once you truly give of yourself, you're hooked for life."  

John Gatus, a retired steamfitter, supervises an anti- gang street patrol and reflects: "Volunteer work 
brings real change, change you can be a part of, change you can see with your own eyes. You don't need 

politicians or the police to tell you things are better. You can see it and feel it for yourself and know you 

were a part of it. . . . There's a real pride involved. We're part of the community."  

Katherine Pener has counseled post-surgery breast cancer patients for 22 years and proclaims: "I 

guarantee anyone who volunteers will feel better emotionally, physically and psychologically. I don't 

care who you are or what you do. The people I know who volunteer have smiles on their faces. The 

hours they give are worth more to them than any money they could ever receive."  

Volunteers usually work together to increase their reach and results. There are more than a million charitable or-

ganizations officially registered with the U.S. Internal Revenue Service ranging from small community groups to 

national crusades. That number doesn't include most religious congregations, mutual assistance groups or local 

chapters of large national organizations such as the American Cancer Society. Also not counted are the less for-

mal groups concerned and involved with everything from prenatal care to cemeteries. Altogether, the total is at 

least three million and growing.  

Voluntary organizations include major institutions such as universities, museums and hospitals; large national 

crusades such as the American Heart Association and the National Trust for Historic Preservation; and local asso-

ciations dealing with almost every possible cause and concern.  
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There are three general roles that volunteer organizations assume: service (such as youth hostels), advocacy (such 

as Americans for Indian Opportunity), and empowerment (such as the National Organization for Women).  

Voluntary organizations provide individuals with interconnections to extend almost every important element of 

their private lives including religious expression and mutually beneficial projects. A great many of these relation-

ships are informal, but many require some structure, which leads to the creation of associations.  

Whether one's interest is wildflowers or civil rights, arthritis or clean air, oriental art or literacy, the dying or the 

unborn, organizations are already at work; and if they don't suit our passion, it's still a wonderful part of America 

that we can go out and start our own.  

Social activist and onetime government official John Gardner says that "almost every major social breakthrough 

in America has originated in this voluntary sector.  

"If volunteers and voluntary organizations were to disappear from our national life, we would be less distinctly 

American. The sector enhances our creativity, enlivens our communities, nurtures individual responsibility, stirs 
life at the grass roots, and reminds us that we were born free. Its vitality is rooted in good soil -- civic pride, com-

passion, a philanthropic tradition, a strong problem-solving impulse, a sense of individual responsibility and an 

irrepressible commitment to the great shared task of improving our life together."  

It is this joining together of compassion, spirit and power that often makes the difference for the most serious is-

sues facing all of us. Such enormous and complicated problems as cancer and poverty require thousands of volun-

teers focusing on service, prevention, public awareness and public policy.  

Usually when examples of volunteer power and impact are cited, they relate to the distant past -- to such issues as 

slavery, women's suffrage and child labor laws. As important as those examples are, their constant repetition 

tends to support the notion that things of significance are less likely to occur today.  

It is my distinct experience that in just the past quarter-century, there has been an absolute explosion of citizen 

impact on a vast range of human considerations. For instance, in just the past 20 years, volunteers have broken 

through centuries of indifference to the needs of the dying. As a result of their noble crusade, almost every com-

munity today has hospice services providing relief to the terminally ill and their families.  

In very recent times, volunteers' passion, courage and tenacity have forced the nation and every region in it to 

realize that we must preserve for future generations our precious resources of water, air and land. That ethic and 

practice are now spread to every form of local and national asset including wetlands, forests, farmland, historic 

buildings and entire urban centers.  

Volunteers stood up and were counted on behalf of common decency and adequate services for retarded children, 

and with those breakthroughs showed the way to many others who then dared to do the same for cerebral palsy, 

autism, learning disabilities and hundreds of other problems we hadn't even heard of a few decades ago.  

With the establishment and growth of Alcoholics Anonymous, volunteers pioneered a model of mutual assistance 

that today extends to almost every serious personal problem. In almost every community there's a group of people 

who have weathered the storm and are reaching out to others newly faced with such threatening crises as death of 

a child, mastectomy, depression, stroke or physical abuse.  

And all the time a number of people served by promoting the importance and availability of arts and cultural op-

portunities as central aspects of a civilized society. One of the great waves of voluntary activity and impact has 

involved community theater, dance and music to provide opportunities for creativity and enjoyment of it.  

The list goes on almost endlessly with preschool education, day care, social services, cancer control, consumer-

ism, population control, conflict resolution, ethnic museums, early infant care, independent living for the elderly, 

teen pregnancy, substance abuse and job training -- which, when taken together, blanket the U.S. social landscape.  

Through our voluntary initiative and independent institutions, ever more Americans worship freely, study quietly, 

are cared for compassionately, experiment creatively, serve effectively, advocate aggressively and contribute gen-

erously. These national traits are constantly beautiful and must remain beautifully constant.  

__________  

Brian O'Connell is founding president of Independent Sector and professor of public service, Tufts Univer-

sity, Medford, Massachusetts. Most recently, he is the author of Voices From the Heart: In Celebration of 

America's Volunteers (Jossey-Bass and Chronicle Books, 1998), and the forthcoming Civil Society: The Un-

derpinnings of American Democracy (University Press of New England and Tufts University, 1999).  
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Whynnieõs Wonderful Yumyums 
 
1 Cup Flour  
1/2 Cup molasses  
1/2 Cup vegetable oil  
1 Cup sugar (or sugar substitute)  
Extra bits of your choice (apple chunks, 1/2 cup oats, 1/2 cup grated carrot, or 
crushed peppermint pieces)  
 
Preheat Oven to 350 F  

 
Mix all dry ingredients.  Slowly incorporate all liquid ingredients.  Mix until well 
blended.  Drop by teaspoon onto cookie sheet.  Bake 10 -15 minutes.  Should 
be firm to the touch.  Allow to cool and then refrigerate!  
 
 
 

Recipe Corner 



Attention all Advertisers: All FOR SALE ads will run for 

3 months and then be removed unless we are contacted to 

renew for an additional 3 months. 

Horses for Sale/Lease 

*NEW* For Sale: 6 yo 16.2h imported black Dutch mare. 

Shown Z1 (2nd level plus half pass) in Holland and schooling 
flying changes. Comfortable to sit, sound, sane and GOR-
GEOUS! Recent x-rays available. Call Michelle for further 

details. (239) 633-9626     (10/09) 

 

*NEW*  For lease: 10 year old Friesian / Paint cross gelding. 
Black and white. 16.1 hands,  showing 1 . Level , schooling 
2nd.  Nice gaits, sound and well kept. Half or full lease avail-

able. For further information call Doris at (239) 693 0385. 

 

Tack for Sale   

*NEW* Dressage Saddle and Boots for Sale:  Dover Cir-

cuit Dressage Saddle, black, long billets, 16.5ò seat, regu-

lar tree, in excellent, like-new condition (not even really 
broken in). Retails new for $900, asking $575.  Also, 

Dover Piaffe Dressage Boots, made by in France by Rec-

tiligne, size 7 slim tall with front zippers, also barely bro-

ken in, retailed for $400+, asking $200.  Both items 

wound up being too small for me and are on consignment 

at Bits-n-Pieces Tack Shop.  Call Sandy Meador for more 

info 239-850-9246. (3/10) 
 

Boarding   

*NEW* Private barn has room for one boarder. Quality individ-
ual care, daily grass turn-out, large dressage arena. Close to 
trails and Civic Center. $500/month. Call Verna at Yeshua Farm 

(239) 543-4032 

 

*NEW* 14x14 stall available in Buckingham nestled on the 
banks of the Orange River.  Morton stable construction, timber 
frame, and steel-covered building.  High, dry, and clean.  A safe 

place for your horse and more!  Call Marilu or Ed for detailed 

information:  239-694-2149 or 239-728-1589 (Stable Phone) 

 

 

 

*Stalls for lease: Save on board! Stalls available for lease at up-scale 
12 acre dressage facility in North Ft. Myers. $250/mo. For 12x14 
stalls in well ventilated concrete barn with rubber mats, fans, and 

automatic waterers. Several stalls open out onto large individual 
pastures. Plentiful turn-out on lush, thick grass with safe fencing. 
Two large wash stalls under roof with hot water. Level, well-
maintained 20m x 60m arena with irrigation and lights. Open fields 
to ride in as well. Air-conditioned tack room and feed room. Electric 
front gate with remote control. Property owner will feed horses 3-4 
times per day and fly spray/fly mask as needed. Horse owner will be 
responsible for and provide supplies, feed, hay, and general care 
including stall cleaning. Insured trainers welcome. Please call (239) 

567-0624 or (239) 810-1703, or e-mail mjtenwick@yahoo.com  

 

*Triple V Ranch in Naples is a brand new 30 acre full service facility 
offering premier boarding services. Amenities include a 20 x 60 me-
ter dressage arena, a 125ô x 250ô hunter/jumper arena, a 115ô x 125ô 
all purpose arena, 3 round pens, trails with hills on the grounds, and 
ride through gates to the 70,000 acres of designated riding trails of 
the Picayune Strand State Forest. All arenas and round pens offer 
premier all weather footing according to the discipline. There is a 10 
stall barn featuring 14ô x 14ô fully matted stalls with private pad-

docks and automated fly spray system, three wash racks with hot & 
cold RO water, insulated air conditioned tack and feed rooms, and 
front load washer dryers for your convenience. The second barn of-
fers 20 12ô x 14ô matted stalls with 33ô private paddocks and ac tack 
and feed rooms plus 7 wash racks and trainers office. Full board 
includes Guardian pine pellet bedding cleaned twice a day, premium 
feed fed twice a day, quality hay fed three times a day, daily turnout, 
and blankets or sheets and boots as needed. There is a 1600 square 

foot club house with fridge for your enjoyment. There is trailer stor-
age available on the premises. We are located only two miles from 
exit 101, only one mile east of 951 and Davis Blvd, convenient to 
Marco Island and downtown Naples. We have trainers available or 
arrange for your own trainer to come. Fifteen acres are uplands and 
are high and dry, and are sprayed by Mosquito Control. We are fully 
licensed and insured. Full annual board starts at $800 per month, off 
season board starts at $675 per month (May through Oct. only) and 

seasonal board starts at $975 per month. Call (239) 250-7111 for 

more information or tour. 

 

*Private equestrian facility for lease in Naples. 6 1/2 acre property, 2 
barns, fenced, cross fenced and gated, 100 x 200 lighted arena with 
premium screenings and excellent drainage, 8 stall center aisle barn 
with 12 x 12 stalls with large private paddocks, hot and cold RO 
water in 2 wash racks, full kitchen, seating area, ac tack and feed 
rooms, 14 grass pastures for turnout, second 3 stall concrete block 
barn with ac tack/feed room, run in shed with private paddock. 8000 

square foot hay barn, room for trailer storage, covered gazebo view-
ing area, round pen with screenings. Can keep 13 horses. Monthly 
rent $5500.00, in North Naples Livingston Woods area (Pine Ridge 
and Livingston Road). Can provide discounted hay and bedding. Call 
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*Stalls for rent in Naples: 2 stalls for rent at $375 per stall. Price 
includes 12x12 stall with 12 hour turn-out from stall to 24x48 
paddock, limited grass turn-out, use of all facilities including 
100x200 sand arena set up for dressage, and access to 1 mile trail 

behind property. You buy your own feed, hay , and shavings as 
well as do your own stall. Feeding service will be provided 2 
times per day. Owner lives on property. Call Holly at (239) 564-

8234 

*Two 10x12 stalls available in private barn with mats and at-
tached paddocks. Daily turnout on improved pastures. Wash rack 
and 20x60 dressage arena with lights, sprinkler system and excel-
lent footing. Owner lives on site. 8 minutes to I-75 and 15 min-
utes to show facility. Ideal for seasonal guests or year long resi-

dence. $500 per month. Call  (239) 543-6343 or (239) 940-8591 

and ask for Jayne.  

*One stall available for boarding in Naples. Partial care at a pri-
vate facility. Please call Lynn at (239) 777-1774 or (239) 591-

8572 for details. 

*DaVinci Farms, one of SW Floridaôs premier equestrian facili-
ties, offers full boarding at $800/month.  We have a covered, 
lighted over-sized dressage arena with mirrors, as well as a sand 
jumping arena, novice level cross country jumps, and ample open 
grass areas, all with excellent footing.  Barn aisles have thick 

rubber matting for safety, plus all stalls are matted and equipped 
with automatic waterers.  Other features include indoor wash 
stalls with hot and cold water; an air-conditioned tack room, 
lounge area, and bathroom with shower; and live-in caretakers.  
Individual or multiple horse turnout is available, and horse laun-
dry is done on premises by our staff.  We are located 5 minutes 
off I-75 Exit 141 in Buckingham. Visit our website 
www.davincifarms.com, or contact Sandy Meador at (239) 437-

RIDE, (239) 850-9246, or e-mail davincifarms@comcast.net. 
Haul-ins are also welcome, either to school or to have a lesson 
with an approved trainer. Please contact Sandy or see website for 

details. 

*Prime boarding in Buckingham. Convenient location off Orange 
River Blvd. on paved Williamson Road. Only 2 miles to I-75 
(exit 141). New barn with only 2 openings left. 12x12 airy, light 
stalls, daily turn-out, quality T&A hay 3 times per day, grain 2 
times per day,wash rack, and pavers throughout. Stalls mucked 

every morning with an evening touch up. Outdoor 110 x 224 foot 
lighted, irrigated riding arena with an additional 4 acres of private 
trails under shady Very nice setting and close to everything! 

$550/month. Call Doris (239) 693-0385  

*Quality boarding in convenient Cape Coral location.  Large 
warmblood stalls, T & A hay, quality grain, automatic waterers, 
individual turnout, full-size dressage arena, new lights and sprin-
kling system.  $600/month. Carousel Farm, (239) 283-2691, ask 

for Karen.  

*Boarding at private stable in North Ft. Myers. Open, well venti-

lated barn offering 12x12 matted stalls with 12x16 walk out pad-
docks attached. Fans in each stall. Automatic fly spray system 
and fly predators used for pest control. Two air conditioned tack 
rooms. One open wash rack and a second covered wash rack with 
hot/cold water is under construction. Washer and dryer for horse 
laundry as well as bathroom with shower also on the ñsoon to be 
completedò list. 20x60m dressage arena with excellent footing 
and sprinkler system. Metal halide stadium lighting for evening 

riding. Daily turn-out in individual, grassy paddocks all with 
sprinkler system to keep grass green and good even during dry 

times of the year. All fencing is board with electric tape.  

Quality timothy/orchard grass hay fed multiple times per day and 
quality grain (Ultium) fed twice daily. Owner lives on premises 
and personally cares for the horses. We live on a paved road with 
coded gate entry less than 2 miles from I-75 and 7 minutes to the 

Lee Civic Center with easy access into and out of the property. 
We will soon be offering covered parking for your trailer (call for 
further details). The farrier and vet of your choosing are wel-
come. Boarding is $625/mo. for full-time boarders and $650/mo. 
for seasonal boarders. We have only two stalls remaining. Con-

tact Kelly at (239) 543-1857 or (239) 344-6535.  

 

*Bonita Springs boarding: Dressage barn, hurricane- rated 150 
MPH+ concrete, 2 separate wells on emergency generators,  no 
wood (for fire safety), hay and equipment stored in separate 

building (for fire safety and low dust) 12X12 stalls, matted floors 
and walls, walls are out of kickboard (not wood). Very airy and 
cool barn through insulation, fans in each stall, wash rack, 20X60 
drained and watered arena, first-class feed, automatic waterers, 
electric (no wood fencing) cross fenced,  high and dry pastures 
with special bahia (food value grass) sprinkler system for pad-
docks, gated and chain link fenced 6 foot entire property, hour-
long trails across the road. Barn is run by FEI competitor (to GP) 

with 35+ years experience (rated top 20 dressage horse owners in 
the U.S. the last two years) German and U.S. bronze and silver 
and freestyle bars. ñSò judge available for training, as well as 

regular clinics. Call Birgitt,  (239) 994- 4711.  

Services 

*Braiding services available for all SWFDA shows. Available on 
show grounds both Friday and Saturday. All styles of mane and 
tail braids. Prices range from $25 for French braids to $40 - $45 
for hunter braids. All materials included. Please contact Beth at 

(239) 641-5268 for day and appointment time. 

Instruction and training: USEA certified instructor available for 
teaching and training. Dressage and eventing are my specialties. I 
will happily travel to your  barn. Please call Carol at (301) 928-

5518  

*Turn your horse's fuzzy, sweaty winter coat into a slick, shiny, 

easy-care show coat with an expert body clip. All styles  avail-
able. Also mane-pulling, ear trimming, dressage tails and just 
about any other type of show beautification. Call Jan at (239) 543

-6032.  

*Instruction and training: Verna Saxer-Gibson, USDF bronze and 
silver medallist, USDF bronze freestyle bar, offers instruction, 
training and coaching at shows.  Limited boarding is also avail-
able at her Yeshua Farm in N. Fort Myers.  Call (239) 543-4032. 
 

*Work wanted:  Stressed for time? I will longe your horse and 
teach ground manners. I have a complete dressage foundation for 
all riding and behavior modification techniques with Beyer Uni-
versity and I am certified. Reasonable rates. Please call Sherry 
Johnson at (941) 637-6157. 

 

*Instruction / training /coaching at shows: Tori Polonitza BHSI/ 

USDF bronze and silver medallist, USDF "L" graduate. Will 
travel to teach, clinic and coach at shows. Contact Jasmine 
Springs Farm, Bonita Springs,  (239) 495-9750, or   (239)405-

3536 (cell). E-mail . polonitza@embarqmail.com 
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Are you searching for the perfect match?  No matter if it is a 
horse, house or property in Florida, Iôm here to help you! Please 
get more info on my web sites: www.HWfarm.com and 
www.1stRealty.us  I'll find your dream horse, including custom 

searches or investment, try me! Make sure to check out the testi-
monials on the web site and e-mail: Irene@HWfarm.com or call 

(239) 772-7722, ask for Irene.  

Property for sale or lease 

For Lease: Orange Clover Farms, LLC, located in the Bucking-

ham Preserve of Fort Myers, Florida, is available for immediate 
lease to a qualified party. Offering includes 2 barns with 17 
stalls, covered arena, open arena, 4 car garage, 2 bedroom 
house, pastures, pond, lunging arena, water treadmill, therapy 
equipment, and more. This is a great opportunity for a trainer 
that can live onsite and build their business. Most of the build-
ings are less than 4 years old. Leasor will be a customer and 
board several horses with Lease Holder. Price is negotiable 

depending on details of agreement. Interested parties should 

contact Orange Clover Farms at (239) 694-6935 

 

Turn-key horse operation in Cape Coral for sale, lease,  lease 
option, or possible owner financing.  Pine Hollow Farm is avail-
able: large sand ring,  wash rack,  many stalls,  large hay loft, 
large feed room, good sized tack room, concrete aisle, fenced 
and cross fenced.  2 bedroom care takerôs cottage in a desirable, 

central location near Chiquita Blvd. and Pine Island Road. Cur-
rently zoned Agricultural ï will become commercial with agri-
cultural use grand-fathered-in. Eligible to keep agricultural ex-
ception after zoning changes. Call Elaine Sherer, Broker-
Associate, Sellstate Achievers Realty Network, Inc.  (239) 841-

1010 

How To Place An Ad: 

Got something to sell? Classifieds are free for SWFDA members, 
but there is a $5 charge for non-members  To place an ad, contact 
Beth Yurkovac:  (239) 641-5268 (cell  phone) Please notify me 

when ads need to be discontinued.   

Ads may also be e-mailed to: byurkovac@comcast.net 

Ads will run for 3 months and then be removed unless the editor is 

contacted for a continuation.  

Riding: The art of keeping a horse between 
you and the ground.  

 ~~Author Unknown  
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