
As I sit here contemplating what to write, it hit me yet again that the year 
2010 is soon drawing to a close.  By the time you receive this newsletter, 
our Thanksgiving feasts will be merely memories, Hanukkah well under-
way, and Christmas/New Yearôs quickly creeping up on us! I donôt know 
what it is, but it seems that the older I get, the faster time flies.  And most 
of us are so busy that we seldom have a chance to stop and smell the 
roseséor the horse manure, for that matter!  Okay, okayéenough on that 
subject! 

 

We have without question had a very busy last month or so.  First, the 
Rodney Schriver Benefit Show; then our 2nd Annual Dressage Open 
House only a week later; two weeks after that was our first Civic Center 
show of the season; and just this past weekend, the Time For A Change 
Seminar.  Wowéfour events in as many weeks!  Although more than a 
few us are feeling a bit exhausted by it all, it has been a lot of fun, and 
very much worthwhile. 

 

Some have wondered if our less-than-stellar turnout at the November 
show was perhaps due to the fact that weôve had a little too much going 
on.  While I agree that we set ourselves a rather ambitious agenda for the 
start of the season, and that we can now rightfully return to a more normal 
pace, I really donôt think that is the reason.  If I have all of the facts correct, 
we had 7 horses that went to Wellington on the same day as our Novem-
ber show, 7 horses at our November show that were schooling only, and 
the simultaneous happening of the Naples Equestrian Challenge.  It was 
the perfect storm for low turnout, unfortunatelyébut from what I hear, De-
cember will be completely different.  We should have a very good turnout 
for that show, and hopefully the rest of the season, as well.  Thank good-
ness for our ñfabuò Show Manager, Mary Frances Denton !  I will be filling 
in for her at the December show, as she will be out of town, and let me tell 
you ï those are big shoes to fill! 

  

Our 2nd Annual Dressage Open House at DaVinci went well ï and speak-
ing of wells, I was super glad that mine didnôt crash again this year!  It was 
much nicer without the well-drilling going on, I must say.  We had hoped 
for a better turnout, but those of us that were there had a wonderful time, 
and I thank organizer Doris  Suenkel and all of the many other volunteers 
that helped with the planning, promotion, set-up/tear down, demo rides, 
tack sale, bake sale, etc.  The list is long of the people who made it possi-
ble, but you know who you are and I thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart.  If we do it again next year, we need to tweak some things and be a 
bit more organized/staffed up in some areas, but thereôs plenty of time to 
think about all of that...later! 
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Page 2 Presidentôs Letter Continued 

And of course we all owe tremendous thanks to Verna Saxer -Gibson  for her flawless organi-
zation and presentation of our Time For A Change Seminar at DaVinci on November 20.  It 
was absolutely fabulous, and unlike a couple of our earlier events, it was more widely at-
tended than we expected!  Would you like to take over running the club, Verna?  Ha ha, just 
kiddingéyou can safely ñstay in your rocking chairò a little longer. J  Seriously, a big thanks to 
everyone who made this wonderful event possible. 

 

Last but not least, I would like to remind everyone that if they have not already done so, 
please  renew your membership for the upcoming year, and think about generating some 
sponsorships  to help SWFDA continue to grow and thrive for the remainder of our 2010-
2011 year.  Forms are available online, or simply call or email me if you have questions or 
need help with this. 

  

Well, I can scarcely believe Iôm saying this, butéuntil next YEAR, happy horsing!!! 

 

Sandy Meador  

President 

Cell (239) 850-9246 

E-mail davincifarms@comcast.net  

Editorôs Note 

Well, as Sandy mentioned it is so hard to believe that 2010 is coming 
to a close and we will soon be ringing in the New Year.  I have some 
exciting things planned for our newsletter for 2011 and I hope that all 
of our members will begin to send in more contributions to keep our 
newsletter informative and exciting.  It is so important that we all work 
as a team to keep our club goingðeverything from meeting atten-
dance, to show entries, to volunteering, to writing those articles for the 
newsletter. 

 

I hope that all of you have a wonderful holiday season and the New 
Year brings you many blessings and good tidings.  During this time of 
year I always like to take a step back from the chaos and take a mo-
ment to remember what this time of year is really aboutð-family & 
friends creating those Christmas memories that are cherished more 
than any gift.   

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!! 

Beth YurkovacðCenterline Editor & SWFDA Webmaster  

mailto:davincifarms@comcast.net
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Hereôs the question: what does an ex-husband have to do with riding the correct size 20-meter 
circle?  According to our Seminar Instructor Bill Woods, all you need to do is imagine him lying 
on the centerline with his feet at I or L, then aim for riding over his forehead.  Perfect size! 

As you can tell, Bill brought laugh-out-loud humor to our day, along with serious understanding 
of the good, the bad and the ugly of the 2011 dressage tests at our ñTime For A Change, Under-
standing The New Dressage Testsò seminar held on November 20 at DaVinci Farms in Bucking-
ham. He gave us the ins and outs of the new tests from Introductory through 4th Levels, with in-
sight into the new Freestyles along the way.  He was open and encouraging to auditorsô ques-
tions, and had wonderful examples to help us understand the points he was making.     

 The demo riders were super and helped him show us what to do and what not to do at each 
level.  A special thank-you to Jessica Reynolds riding Rosemary Arwayôs Galaxy Guide at Intro-
ductory Level; Ashley Gornick on her Hickeyôs Creek at Training Level; Michelle Gerlach on Mi-
chelle DôAuriaôs Serengetti at First Level;  Katie McClain on her Katrina at Second Level; Mary 
Jane Tenwick on her Topper at Third Level and Michelle Gerlach on her Udjang at Fourth Level. 

 Billôs background made him the perfect instructor for the day. He is a USEF ñRò judge and has 
been a recognized judge for 27 years. He is a former member of the USDF's Test Writing Com-
mittee, a former chairman of the USDF's Council of Instructors and Trainers, and in 2003, on the 
organization's 30th anniversary, was named by the USDF as one of the 20 most influential mem-
bers in its history. He recently authored DRESSAGE Unscrambled  and blogs at 
www.woodsdressage.com.  

When it was time for lunch, we were treated to a wonderful smorgasbord hand-prepared by our 
official Chef-of-the-Day, Fran Spears.  Compliments were flying as we enjoyed her meal.  And I 
canôt forget Marrilee Tyrrell, who was a very ñcoolò ice chairman.  Our Sponsorship Chairman 
Anne Ross out did herself with some really, really nice baskets for our raffle.  The winners were: 

 Puppy Loverôs Basket, compliments of Sutherland General Store, won by Mary Jane   
 Tenwick. 

 Holiday Cheer Basket, donated by Anne Ross and various venders, won by Mary Jane 
 Tenwick.  Mary Jane was having a great day! 

 Horse Loverôs Basket, presented by Platinum Plus and won by Agneta Lilliehook.  

 A Horse Massage, donated by Denise Bement of Mane 2 Tail Horse Massage, won by  
 Lesley Peterson. 

 Pamper Yourself Basket, compliments of Toryôs Total Hair Care, won by Elaine Sherer.\ 

And Monique Mann-Czaja won the ñYou Made It All The Wayò end of the day basket, donated by 
Yeshua Farm (Verna Saxer-Gibson). 

 As usual, Sandy Meadorôs DaVinci Farm was in immaculate condition and she and her 
staff were a wonderful help.  The SWFDA set-up crew (Doris Suenkel, Laurie Underberg, Karen 
McCulley and myself) had everything set up just as we needed it. Karen made a valiant attempt 
at announcing, but was unfortunately outwitted by our aging p.a. system. (Time for some new 
microphones.)   Anne and Caryl Thompson were the ultimate check-in and welcoming team.  
And the take-down gang was Doris, Karen, Anne, Caryl, and myself, along with lots of help from 
the auditors at the end of the day, mading quick work of the clean-up.  Thank-you all for being 
wonderful volunteers!  If I left anyone out, please forgive me and give me a poke the next time 
you see me. 

 Itôs time for that changeðso donôt forget all the wonderful insights we learned about the 
new tests.  Weôll be using them at the next SWFDA show on December 11.  See you there! 
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On Oct. 30, 2010  SWFDA hosted its 2nd Annual Dressage Open House at DaVinci Farms in 
Fort Myers. It was a beautiful Saturday morning with sunny skies and a lot of people with 
smiles on their faces!  

The activities for the day included 8 demo-rides throughout the levels and several Halloween 
games for the children. The horses even got to participate in some of the games, but were not 
the winners in the bobbing for apples contest??!!  Go Figure!!  

One of the highlights of the day was the costume class where riders and horses came 
dressed to the nines. From Indians to Cowgirls and from Poker Boy to Race Car ...every 
horse/rider combination looked great and everybody enjoyed the class.  

The club would like to extend a hug THANK YOU Joan Humphrey  (S-judge) who donated her 
time and commented on some of the rides for the audience. We really appreciated her ap-
pearance and help!!  A very special thank you goes out to all of our demo-riders and volun-
teers who helped to make the day a success.  And of course, and huge thank you to Sandy 
Meador for opening DaVinci Farms for our event.  The grounds were beautiful and we couldnôt 
have asked for a better hostess.   

We are looking forward to next year and hope that more of our club members will attend to 
make our 3rd Annual Open House the best yet!  Itôs a great day for families, friends, children, 
and us horse folks to enjoy a low-key day!  Looking forward to seeing all of you there next 
year! 
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 Please join Naples Equestrian Challenge on January 15, 2011 for their 3rd Annual Hoof & 
Hike Poker Run.  The event will benefit children and adults with special needs.  We hope to 

see you there!! 


