
It was not looking good for SWFDA at our last club meeting.  We were in 
need of some ñnew bloodò to step up and become board members or our club was 

in danger of becoming extinct.  A HUGE thank you to the following members 

who agreed to fill some pretty big shoes: 

 

President:  Sandy Meador 

Vice President:  Katie McClain 

Treasurer:  Mona Raux 

Secretary:  Cathy Cottrill 

 

Member Representatives 

Susan OôBryan 

Ashley Gornik 

Fran Spears 

Carla DeYorgi 

 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Doris Suenkel 

Show Manger  

Mary Frances Denton 

 

 These gals will be your point of contact throughout 2010-2011.  You can 

find their biographies and contact information on our website. 

www.swfda.org 

 

A HUGE thank you also goes out to our board members who stepped down.  

They put in a tremendous amount of time and energy to the club.  Their dedica-

tion and love of the sport kept our club running smoothly for the past year. 

President:  Barb Stark 

Vice President:  Michelle Gerlach 

Treasurer:  Michelle Vastola 

Secretary: Cathy Cottrill 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Karen McCulley 
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Page 2 Itôs Time To Party 

Itôs the time of year we all look forward toðOur Annual Awards Party!  Mark your cal-

endars and we hope to see you all there!! 

Date:  Saturday, July 17, 2010 

Time: 6pm 

Where:   Fran Spears (see below for directions) 

             11495 Ranchette Rd * Ft. Myers, FL 33966 

              Home Phone: 239-275-7642 

              Cell Phone: 239-560-4287 

 What To Bring :  

1.  Covered Dish of Your Choice (The club will provide the main course, soda, & water).   

2. A chair or chairs 

3.  Money!!!  You won't want to miss out on buying tickets for the Chinese auction  

and our special Muck Bucket auction. 

4. Donations for our Muck Bucket Madness Raffle (grooming items, first aid supplies, horse 

treats, rider goodies, etc) 

5. Chinese Auction Item  

Chinese Auction:  Every year we hold a Chinese auction, which is also one of our  

club's biggest fundraisers!!  It would be wonderful if you could donate an item for the  

auction.  Items can be horsey or non-horsey. If you are able to rope in donations (gift  

certificates or merchandise) from local vendors that would be fantastic.  Remember, you will 

earn volunteer points for each item that you donate!! 

Muck Bucket Madness:  A special raffle will be held to win a muck bucket filled with  

all kinds of wonderful goodies (3 Muck Buckets, 3 Chances to WIN!!).  Tickets are $5.00 and 

you may buy as many as you wish to put the odds of winning in your favor!  We are asking 

members to bring a donation for the bucket .  Currently, we have NO ITEMS to fill our Muck 

Buckets.  PLEASE bring an item to help fill up the buckets.  Remember, this is a fundraiser for 

our club!! 
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Directions To The Party: 

From Naples: 

I-75 to Exit 131 (Daniels Parkway) 

Turn LEFT onto Daniels 

Turn RIGHT onto Six Mile Cypress 

Continue to Pennzance across from the Slough 

Turn LEFT at end 

Follow to end of road and stay RIGHT on Ranchette Rd 

 From North Ft. Myers:  

I-75 to exit 136 

Turn RIGHT onto Colonial Blvd 

Turn LEFT onto Six Mile Cypress 

Continue to Pennzance across from the Slough 

Turn LEFT at end 

Follow to end of road and stay RIGHT on Ranchette Rd 

 From Cape Coral: 

Take the mid point bridge to Colonial Blvd 

Turn RIGHT onto Metro 

Turn RIGHT onto Idwild 

Turn LEFT onto Ranchette 

 Parking:  

You may park at the house or at the empty lot next door and walk up to the house. 

  



Page 4 Have You Moved??? 

Please be sure to inform our record keeper 
(Mona Raux) if you have moved, changed your 

phone number, or you have a new email ad-

dress.   

 

Monaôs Email: 

 

ddiveride7@aol.com 



     S ome people say that horses kept on full livery never form strong ties with their owners. As an owner 

of a horse on full livery, I am writing this story in defense of all of us busy people who strive to provide the 
best accommodation for their horses. I have always viewed and treated my horse as an individual. Always 

considered his point of view, always allowed him to express his feelings. After all, my horse is my friend, 

and on occasions, my psychiatrist. 

     On one particularly gloomy day, I felt I have lost all purpose for existence. The despair somehow left me 

longing to see my horse, who in time of crisis, is the last candle of hope. Unconsciously, I found myself 

driving to the stables. 

    Arriving in the early hours of the afternoon proved to be a good time for some privacy. The stables were 

deserted, except for the horses of course. Grooms were napping and the office was closed. No riders where 

there at that hour. I headed directly to my horse's stall, where I expected him to be hiding in the corner, ears 

drooping, half asleep. 

     I stood at the door and he came to me eagerly. The sheer joy in his eyes when he saw me had instantly 

put the world back into focus. Leaning against the stable door, I stroked and patted him. He was calm and 

content - perhaps too calm - because he rested his head on my arm. The entire weight of his head rested on 
my upper arm which was atop the stable door. Although his head was solid and painfully heavy, it lifted the 

weight off my heart. His muzzle was over my shoulder, snugly against my back.  

     I talked to him of my troubles. His ear never turned away from me... always listening. The words made 
no sense to him, but he was listening to my voice. He was still and quiet, as if to reassure me that he is in-

deed listening. The weight of his head was cutting off the circulation to my forearm, but I held him for as 

long as I could. When I shifted my arm slightly, he lifted his head for a moment, before bringing it down 

again over my shoulder. 

     Agony seeped out of my body as easily as rain washes the leaves of a tree. Grief was history. He did not 

retreat until I decided I had to leave. He was there for me, quietly listening, and, in a way, holding me. It 
takes a lot of heart from a person to listen to someone else's trouble, so you can imagine how deep the soul 

of horses are.  Such gentle creatures horses can be.   

Author:  Duaa Anwar, Cairo, Egypt.    

A Horseõs Soul 

Birthday Babies!!  
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Happy 

Birthday 

to the 

Following 

SWFDA 

Members: 

June Birthday Babies  

Linda Bowman: June 24th 

Carla DeYorgi: June 30th 

Monica DiBella: June 30th 

 

July Birthday Babies  

Gari Lewis: July 2nd 

Susan Maire: July 6th 

Hanna Stroemer: July 11th 

Rachel Stroemer: July 11th 

Agnetta Lilliehook: July 22nd 

Karen McCulley: July 25th 

Catherine Eisen: July 30th 
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Attention all Advertisers: All FOR SALE ads will run for 

3 months and then be removed unless I am contacted to 

renew for an additional 3 months. 

Horses for Sale/Lease 

*NEW*  For lease: 10 year old Friesian / Paint cross gelding. 

Black and white. 16.1 hands,  showing 1 . Level , schooling 
2nd.  Nice gaits, sound and well kept. Half or full lease avail-

able. For further information call Doris at (239) 693 0385. 

Tack for Sale   

*NEW* Dressage Saddle and Boots for Sale:  Dover Cir-

cuit Dressage Saddle, black, long billets, 16.5ò seat, regu-

lar tree, in excellent, like-new condition (not even really 

broken in). Retails new for $900, asking $575.  Also, 

Dover Piaffe Dressage Boots, made by in France by Rec-

tiligne, size 7 slim tall with front zippers, also barely bro-

ken in, retailed for $400+, asking $200.  Both items 

wound up being too small for me and are on consignment 
at Bits-n-Pieces Tack Shop.  Call Sandy Meador for more 

info 239-850-9246. (3/10) 

Boarding   

*NEW* Private barn has room for one boarder. Quality individ-
ual care, daily grass turn-out, large dressage arena. Close to 
trails and Civic Center. $500/month. Call Verna at Yeshua Farm 

(239) 543-4032 

 

*NEW* 14x14 stall available in Buckingham nestled on the 
banks of the Orange River.  Morton stable construction, timber 
frame, and steel-covered building.  High, dry, and clean.  A safe 
place for your horse and more!  Call Marilu or Ed for detailed 

information:  239-694-2149 or 239-728-1589 (Stable Phone) 

 

*NEW* Click here to check out the most excusive sea-
sonal boarding opportunity in South Fort Myers near 

Sanibel and Fort Myers Beach:  

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100000937997707&ref=profile#!/album.php?

aid=5523&id=100000937997707  

 

 

 

 

*Stalls for lease: Save on board! Stalls available for lease at up-scale 
12 acre dressage facility in North Ft. Myers. $250/mo. For 12x14 
stalls in well ventilated concrete barn with rubber mats, fans, and 

automatic waterers. Several stalls open out onto large individual 
pastures. Plentiful turn-out on lush, thick grass with safe fencing. 
Two large wash stalls under roof with hot water. Level, well-
maintained 20m x 60m arena with irrigation and lights. Open fields 
to ride in as well. Air-conditioned tack room and feed room. Electric 
front gate with remote control. Property owner will feed horses 3-4 
times per day and fly spray/fly mask as needed. Horse owner will be 
responsible for and provide supplies, feed, hay, and general care 
including stall cleaning. Insured trainers welcome. Please call (239) 

567-0624 or (239) 810-1703, or e-mail mjtenwick@yahoo.com  

 

*Triple V Ranch in Naples is a brand new 30 acre full service facility 
offering premier boarding services. Amenities include a 20 x 60 me-
ter dressage arena, a 125ô x 250ô hunter/jumper arena, a 115ô x 125ô 
all purpose arena, 3 round pens, trails with hills on the grounds, and 
ride through gates to the 70,000 acres of designated riding trails of 
the Picayune Strand State Forest. All arenas and round pens offer 
premier all weather footing according to the discipline. There is a 10 
stall barn featuring 14ô x 14ô fully matted stalls with private pad-

docks and automated fly spray system, three wash racks with hot & 
cold RO water, insulated air conditioned tack and feed rooms, and 
front load washer dryers for your convenience. The second barn of-
fers 20 12ô x 14ô matted stalls with 33ô private paddocks and ac tack 
and feed rooms plus 7 wash racks and trainers office. Full board 
includes Guardian pine pellet bedding cleaned twice a day, premium 
feed fed twice a day, quality hay fed three times a day, daily turnout, 
and blankets or sheets and boots as needed. There is a 1600 square 

foot club house with fridge for your enjoyment. There is trailer stor-
age available on the premises. We are located only two miles from 
exit 101, only one mile east of 951 and Davis Blvd, convenient to 
Marco Island and downtown Naples. We have trainers available or 
arrange for your own trainer to come. Fifteen acres are uplands and 
are high and dry, and are sprayed by Mosquito Control. We are fully 
licensed and insured. Full annual board starts at $800 per month, off 
season board starts at $675 per month (May through Oct. only) and 

seasonal board starts at $975 per month. Call (239) 250-7111 for 

more information or tour. 

 

*Private equestrian facility for lease in Naples. 6 1/2 acre property, 2 
barns, fenced, cross fenced and gated, 100 x 200 lighted arena with 
premium screenings and excellent drainage, 8 stall center aisle barn 
with 12 x 12 stalls with large private paddocks, hot and cold RO 
water in 2 wash racks, full kitchen, seating area, ac tack and feed 
rooms, 14 grass pastures for turnout, second 3 stall concrete block 
barn with ac tack/feed room, run in shed with private paddock. 8000 

square foot hay barn, room for trailer storage, covered gazebo view-
ing area, round pen with screenings. Can keep 13 horses. Monthly 
rent $5500.00, in North Naples Livingston Woods area (Pine Ridge 
and Livingston Road). Can provide discounted hay and bedding. Call 
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*Stalls for rent in Naples: 2 stalls for rent at $375 per stall. Price 
includes 12x12 stall with 12 hour turn-out from stall to 24x48 
paddock, limited grass turn-out, use of all facilities including 
100x200 sand arena set up for dressage, and access to 1 mile trail 

behind property. You buy your own feed, hay , and shavings as 
well as do your own stall. Feeding service will be provided 2 
times per day. Owner lives on property. Call Holly at (239) 564-

8234 

*Two 10x12 stalls available in private barn with mats and at-
tached paddocks. Daily turnout on improved pastures. Wash rack 
and 20x60 dressage arena with lights, sprinkler system and excel-
lent footing. Owner lives on site. 8 minutes to I-75 and 15 min-
utes to show facility. Ideal for seasonal guests or year long resi-

dence. $500 per month. Call  (239) 543-6343 or (239) 940-8591 

and ask for Jayne.  

*One stall available for boarding in Naples. Partial care at a pri-
vate facility. Please call Lynn at (239) 777-1774 or (239) 591-

8572 for details. 

*DaVinci Farms, one of SW Floridaôs premier equestrian facili-
ties, offers full boarding at $800/month.  We have a covered, 
lighted over-sized dressage arena with mirrors, as well as a sand 
jumping arena, novice level cross country jumps, and ample open 
grass areas, all with excellent footing.  Barn aisles have thick 

rubber matting for safety, plus all stalls are matted and equipped 
with automatic waterers.  Other features include indoor wash 
stalls with hot and cold water; an air-conditioned tack room, 
lounge area, and bathroom with shower; and live-in caretakers.  
Individual or multiple horse turnout is available, and horse laun-
dry is done on premises by our staff.  We are located 5 minutes 
off I-75 Exit 141 in Buckingham. Visit our website 
www.davincifarms.com, or contact Sandy Meador at (239) 437-

RIDE, (239) 850-9246, or e-mail davincifarms@comcast.net. 
Haul-ins are also welcome, either to school or to have a lesson 
with an approved trainer. Please contact Sandy or see website for 

details. 

*Prime boarding in Buckingham. Convenient location off Orange 
River Blvd. on paved Williamson Road. Only 2 miles to I-75 
(exit 141). New barn with only 2 openings left. 12x12 airy, light 
stalls, daily turn-out, quality T&A hay 3 times per day, grain 2 
times per day,wash rack, and pavers throughout. Stalls mucked 

every morning with an evening touch up. Outdoor 110 x 224 foot 
lighted, irrigated riding arena with an additional 4 acres of private 
trails under shady Very nice setting and close to everything! 

$550/month. Call Doris (239) 693-0385  

*Quality boarding in convenient Cape Coral location.  Large 
warmblood stalls, T & A hay, quality grain, automatic waterers, 
individual turnout, full-size dressage arena, new lights and sprin-
kling system.  $600/month. Carousel Farm, (239) 283-2691, ask 

for Karen.  

*Boarding at private stable in North Ft. Myers. Open, well venti-

lated barn offering 12x12 matted stalls with 12x16 walk out pad-
docks attached. Fans in each stall. Automatic fly spray system 
and fly predators used for pest control. Two air conditioned tack 
rooms. One open wash rack and a second covered wash rack with 
hot/cold water is under construction. Washer and dryer for horse 
laundry as well as bathroom with shower also on the ñsoon to be 
completedò list. 20x60m dressage arena with excellent footing 
and sprinkler system. Metal halide stadium lighting for evening 

riding. Daily turn-out in individual, grassy paddocks all with 
sprinkler system to keep grass green and good even during dry 

times of the year. All fencing is board with electric tape.  

Quality timothy/orchard grass hay fed multiple times per day and 
quality grain (Ultium) fed twice daily. Owner lives on premises 
and personally cares for the horses. We live on a paved road with 
coded gate entry less than 2 miles from I-75 and 7 minutes to the 

Lee Civic Center with easy access into and out of the property. 
We will soon be offering covered parking for your trailer (call for 
further details). The farrier and vet of your choosing are wel-
come. Boarding is $625/mo. for full-time boarders and $650/mo. 
for seasonal boarders. We have only two stalls remaining. Con-

tact Kelly at (239) 543-1857 or (239) 344-6535.  

 

*Bonita Springs boarding: Dressage barn, hurricane- rated 150 
MPH+ concrete, 2 separate wells on emergency generators,  no 
wood (for fire safety), hay and equipment stored in separate 

building (for fire safety and low dust) 12X12 stalls, matted floors 
and walls, walls are out of kickboard (not wood). Very airy and 
cool barn through insulation, fans in each stall, wash rack, 20X60 
drained and watered arena, first-class feed, automatic waterers, 
electric (no wood fencing) cross fenced,  high and dry pastures 
with special bahia (food value grass) sprinkler system for pad-
docks, gated and chain link fenced 6 foot entire property, hour-
long trails across the road. Barn is run by FEI competitor (to GP) 

with 35+ years experience (rated top 20 dressage horse owners in 
the U.S. the last two years) German and U.S. bronze and silver 
and freestyle bars. ñSò judge available for training, as well as 

regular clinics. Call Birgitt,  (239) 994- 4711.  

Services 

*Braiding services available for all SWFDA shows. Available on 
show grounds both Friday and Saturday. All styles of mane and 
tail braids. Prices range from $25 for French braids to $40 - $45 
for hunter braids. All materials included. Please contact Beth at 

(239) 641-5268 for day and appointment time. 

Instruction and training: USEA certified instructor available for 
teaching and training. Dressage and eventing are my specialties. I 
will happily travel to your  barn. Please call Carol at (301) 928-

5518  

*Turn your horse's fuzzy, sweaty winter coat into a slick, shiny, 

easy-care show coat with an expert body clip. All styles  avail-
able. Also mane-pulling, ear trimming, dressage tails and just 
about any other type of show beautification. Call Jan at (239) 543

-6032.  

*Instruction and training: Verna Saxer-Gibson, USDF bronze and 
silver medallist, USDF bronze freestyle bar, offers instruction, 
training and coaching at shows.  Limited boarding is also avail-
able at her Yeshua Farm in N. Fort Myers.  Call (239) 543-4032. 
 

*Work wanted:  Stressed for time? I will longe your horse and 
teach ground manners. I have a complete dressage foundation for 
all riding and behavior modification techniques with Beyer Uni-
versity and I am certified. Reasonable rates. Please call Sherry 
Johnson at (941) 637-6157. 

 

*Instruction / training /coaching at shows: Tori Polonitza BHSI/ 

USDF bronze and silver medallist, USDF "L" graduate. Will 
travel to teach, clinic and coach at shows. Contact Jasmine 
Springs Farm, Bonita Springs,  (239) 495-9750, or   (239)405-

3536 (cell). E-mail . polonitza@embarqmail.com 
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Are you searching for the perfect match?  No matter if it is a 
horse, house or property in Florida, Iôm here to help you! Please 
get more info on my web sites: www.HWfarm.com and 
www.1stRealty.us  I'll find your dream horse, including custom 

searches or investment, try me! Make sure to check out the testi-
monials on the web site and e-mail: Irene@HWfarm.com or call 

(239) 772-7722, ask for Irene.  

Property for sale or lease 

For Lease: Orange Clover Farms, LLC, located in the Bucking-

ham Preserve of Fort Myers, Florida, is available for immediate 
lease to a qualified party. Offering includes 2 barns with 17 
stalls, covered arena, open arena, 4 car garage, 2 bedroom 
house, pastures, pond, lunging arena, water treadmill, therapy 
equipment, and more. This is a great opportunity for a trainer 
that can live onsite and build their business. Most of the build-
ings are less than 4 years old. Leasor will be a customer and 
board several horses with Lease Holder. Price is negotiable 

depending on details of agreement. Interested parties should 

contact Orange Clover Farms at (239) 694-6935 

 

Turn-key horse operation in Cape Coral for sale, lease,  lease 
option, or possible owner financing.  Pine Hollow Farm is avail-
able: large sand ring,  wash rack,  many stalls,  large hay loft, 
large feed room, good sized tack room, concrete aisle, fenced 
and cross fenced.  2 bedroom care takerôs cottage in a desirable, 

central location near Chiquita Blvd. and Pine Island Road. Cur-
rently zoned Agricultural ï will become commercial with agri-
cultural use grand-fathered-in. Eligible to keep agricultural ex-
ception after zoning changes. Call Elaine Sherer, Broker-
Associate, Sellstate Achievers Realty Network, Inc.  (239) 841-

1010 

How To Place An Ad: 

Got something to sell? Classifieds are free for SWFDA members, 
but there is a $5 charge for non-members  To place an ad, contact 
Beth Yurkovac:  (239) 641-5268 (cell  phone) Please notify me 

when ads need to be discontinued.   

Ads may also be e-mailed to: byurkovac@comcast.net 

Ads will run for 3 months and then be removed unless the editor is 

contacted for a continuation.  

Riding: The art of keeping a horse between 

you and the ground.  

 ~~Author Unknown  
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SWFDA Minutes, May 13, 2010 

 

President Barb Stark called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. Secretary Cathy Cottrill read the minutes of the April meeting. There was one 

correction: the April meeting started at 7 p.m. and finished at 7:35.  

Treasurer Michelle Vastola reported that the club has $4,666.31 in its coffers. She wrote checks tonight for the charities benefiting from 

our charity show. Golden Retriever Rescue of Southwest Florida will receive $247.57 and NEC and ARC will each get $$123.78. 

Michelle said she would like to get an updated version of QuickBooks for the club. Sandy Meador said she can get this software on eBay 

for about $100. 

Caryl Thompson moved to buy the updated version, Marrilee Tyrrell seconded and the motion passed.  

Michelle said she got the club an extension on filing its tax return. Her CPA office can provide assistance with the 990 form that the IRS 
needs for 501c3 status. The cost of using the company would be about $750. Barb said this is a necessary evil. Fran Spears moved to use 

Michelleôs company to do our taxes. Cathy Cottrill seconded and the motion passed.  

Committee Reports: Neither the volunteer or education chairs were present, so there were no reports. 

Elections: Barb noted that there will be a ñhuge gapò on the board next year because several officers and committee chairs are stepping 
down. Barb said she has fielded many calls and comments from people wanting to know what will happen with the club. Someone has to 
step up to fill these positions if the club is going to continue to exist. Sandy Meador is willing to serve as treasurer. We need a president, 
vice president, show manager, education chair and volunteer chair. Susan OôBryan noted that both time and money are in short supply 
these days. She suggested that some jobs could be split among several people to lessen the workload. Doris Suenkel said she would like to 

get more children involved in the club. Holly Chernoff said the club should examine why people are leaving and see if there is some com-
mon reason, such as several votes that were rescinded a month or two after they were made. Barb said she is stepping down for personal 
reasons. Michelle said she is not running again because she feels ñnot appreciated and overworked.ò Susan said she feels the club is a 
fairly harmonious group and that volunteers are simply overworked. Sandy Meador noted that of the clubôs 80 members, many are proba-
bly unaware of what the club is going through. Cathy said the club went through a similar experience about 15 years ago and people 

stepped up so it could continue. She is confident they will do the same this year.  

Holly moved that an emergency letter be sent out to all club members, as well as an e-mail blast and a phone call, encouraging them to 

step up and attend the June 10 election. Michelle seconded and the motion passed.  

Board Nominations: Barb said Anne will continue to help with fundraising, but will need some help. Doris was invited to become volun-
teer chair and she accepted. Several members ï Doris, Marrilee and Susan ï said they would consider running for member rep positions. 

Fran and Ashley will be happy to stay on the board.  

Nominations will be accepted at the June 10 meeting and the election of the new board will be held that night.  

 

New Business: Barb said the club has two credits at the Comfort Inn from judges who did not use them. They will be available for judges 

next year.  

Show dates: Barb met with the civic center and came up with some available show dates: Nov. 13, Dec. 11, Jan. 29 and March 26.  The 
latter date is the same date as the RV show, but Barb has been assured there will be no parking and access issues like we had this year. 

She also said we will have a new contact person at the civic center.  

 

Year-end Awards: Members were reminded to return all SWFDA perpetual trophies need to be returned to any club officer,  

Michelle moved that we order gift certificates for the club officers, to be presented at the year-end awards party. Sandy seconded and the 

motion passed.  

After a discussion of prizes for champions and reserves, Holly moved that we buy Danaôs Doodles plaques for champions and saddle 

pads for reserves. Caryl seconded and the motion passed.  

The party will be held July 17 at Fran Spearsô home in south Fort Myers. The club will provide the main course and beverages. Members 

should bring a dish to pass.  

 

Caryl brought up the subject of show prizes. She said ours are chintzy. Doris said she didnôt care for the hand towels. Michelle noted that 

we have money in the bank for a change, thanks to Anne Rossôs hard work in fundraising and getting sponsors.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  
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SWFDA Minutes, June 10, 2010 

 

President Barb Stark called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. Secretary Cathy Cottrill read the minutes of the May meeting. There was one 

correction: Sandy Meador said buying QuickBooks on eBay will be less than $100. 

Treasurer Michelle Vastola was home sick so there was no treasurerôs report. Barb did say that our taxes will cost less than expected from 

the CPA. 

 

In her last official presidentôs address, Barb said that despite phone calls, a letter and an e-mail blast, only 13 people showed up for a 

meeting quite critical to the clubôs future.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Volunteer Chair Karen McCulley said the Volunteer of the Month is Katie McClain. Karen thanked Katie for ensuring our show trailer 

always got to and from the show grounds this past season.  

Karen said she will get decals for Volunteer of the Month winners and bring them to the awards party.  

Karen will be turning her job over to Doris Suenkel this year. She said Doris will bring ñnew bloodò to the job and is certain to have fresh 
ideas about how to do things. Karen thanked everyone who has helped the club by volunteering at our shows and events. We will miss her 

dedication and organizational skills! 

 

Barb said Mary Frances Denton has agreed to be our show manager for next year, filling a very important slot. Barb will get with her to 

schedule judges for the coming year.  

 

Nominations and elections 

 

Barb said we need nominations for president and vice president, or the July awards party might be the last event this club has. Carla DeY-
orgi nominated Katie McClain for vice president and Mary Jane Tenwick for president. There was a discussion, but no one seconded the 

motion. Katie said she is interested in being president, but doesnôt feel she has the experience to do it now. She said she would like to 
ñshadowò a president for a year to learn more. She mentioned the possibility of SWFDA merging with another club that is folding. Barb 
said it might be possible to have different people chair the meetings to take the load off one person. Holly Chernoff suggested an execu-
tive planning meeting to structure the coming year. Cathy Cottrill told Katie that many members and past officers would be available to 
help her if she took office. Susan OôBryan agreed. Sandy Meador asked for a job description for the president. Barb read her the responsi-

bilities. Sandy said she would take the presidentôs job if Mona Raux agreed to be treasurer. Katie offered to take the vice presidentôs job.   

Holly nominated Sandy as president, Katie as VP, Mona as treasurer and Cathy as secretary. As there were no other nominations, this 
slate of officers passed by acclamation. Mona said she will continue to log points as well. Sandy will take over after the July awards 

party. She plans to send out meeting agendas in advance of the meetings in hopes of drawing more participants.  

The following member reps were elected by acclamation: Carla DiYorgi, Fran Spears, Ashley Gornik and Susan OôBryan. 

 

Year-end awards 

Barb said Verna Saxer-Gibson is working on year-end scores and doing the program for the July 17 party at Fran Spearsô house. Barb 

said she might need help getting the trophies to Fredôs. Katie said she would assist.  

Fran said she had sent directions to her house to newsletter editor Beth Yurkovac. She will resend them because Bethôs e-mail address 

changed.  

This needs to go in the newsletter and via an e-mail blast. We still need horsey items to fill the garbage cans that will be raffled as prizes. 
Fran will buy a ham for the awards party and pick up drinks and soda. Barb is working on door prizes and asked members to try and get 

some as well. She said the Good Sport and Horse and Harmony awards will be voted on at the party.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

 

 



Got News?? Page 12 

Our Newsletter is a fantastic way to share information with all our members!   

 

Feel free to submit any of the following: 

1.  Horse show tid bits 
2. Training tid bits 
3. Veterinary News 

4. Rider health & fitness 
5. Breed spotlight 
6. Dressage related articles 
7. Financial tips 
8. Book reviews (does not necessarily have to be a horse related book) 
9. Recipes 
10. Etc:  Use your imagination and get creative! 

 

Also, I would like to add the following columns to each monthly newsletter, but I am in need of folks who are willing to sign up for a 

monthly rotation. 

 

1.  Trainerôs Corner:  CALLING ALL AREA TRAINERS!!  Please contact me at (byurkovac@comcast.net) if you would be will-
ing to be on a monthly rotating schedule to submit a training related article for the Centerline. 
 

2.  Horse Health:  CALLING ALL VETS AND HORSE CARE FOLKS (massage therapists, acupuncturists, equine cranial sacral 
specialists, etc).  As with the trainerôs corner please contact me at  (byurkovac@comcast.net) if you would be willing to be on a 
monthly rotating schedule to submit an equine health related article for the Centerline. 
 

Remember, article submissions count towards your work credits.   

 

Thank you in advance for helping to keep our newsletter informative, creative, and on time!  Donôt forget to check our website 

(www.swfda.org) if you elected to view the newsletter online. 

 

Beth Yurkovac 

Editor 

Phone: 239-641-5268 

Email:  bethyurkovac@gmail.com 


