
 I am freshly back to the farm after the Rodney Schriver Benefit Show at 
Grace Equestrian Center, with lots of ideas flying about in my head as usual.  I 

havenôt heard a tally yet as to how much money was raised for Rodneyôs ex-

penses, but I believe all will agree that, regardless, the show was wonderfully suc-
cessful, and the list of people and organizations that made it happen is long.  I am 

very grateful to all who helped with this event, and am sincerely hoping that the 

whole experience today will serve to remind us all about whatôs really important 

in life. 

 Another thing thatôs really important in life is treating each other with 

respect, no matter how different we may be from one another in personalities, ide-

ologies, or preferences.  What brings this change of subject is the meeting that 
took place while I was away on vacation.  Practically the moment I set foot on 

home turf, my cell phone and email went berserk with people wanting to vent 

about what happened on Thursday, October 14. 

 My purpose in writing about the meeting is not to re-hash anything that 

was discussed at that meeting. Itôs to stress that, whatever went wrong at that 

meeting; I really and truly do not want that  ever to happen again while I am 
President or while Iôm just a regular club member for that matter. The stories I 

heard about the meeting were disturbing.  Some people apparently went on the 

attack, causing others to get worked up and defensive.  I also heard about snicker-
ing and note-passing.  I talked to 6 or more attendees about what happened at the 

meeting, and more than a couple said ñThis is exactly why people donôt want to 

come to our meetings or be more involved with this club.ò  Well, guess what, they 

could very well be right, at least to a certain extent.  I wouldnôt want to come to 

meetings or be otherwise involved with a club that behaves this way.  

 Fortunately, this meeting was not typical of our meetings and hopefully 

this is our saving grace.  Iôve been trying very hard to be a good encourager, 
cheerleader, and promoter for SWFDA and all of its hardworking members, so it 

was disappointing to have something like this happen.  I worry that some people 

are asking themselves ñWhat now?ò  Do we chalk it off with an indifferent ñWell, 
thatôs clubs for you, theyôre all the same,ò or do we decide it really is okay to take 

sides sometimes, and just battle our way through an issue?  Or do we simply de-

cide ï again ï that itôs really just not worth being involved, after all?  

 I think the answer is simple, in concept if not also to put into action. 

Please, letôs all of us just remember thiséeveryone has their own ideas about 

what will make the club better, whether it be just for themselves or for the whole.  

We do need to hear these ideas.  We may not put them on this monthôs agenda, or 
ever, depending on the matter and even if an idea makes it to the agenda, we 

might not vote to implement it.  We still need to hear about ideas, for without 

them SWFDA will become stagnant and irrelevant.  On the other hand, if we do 
bring an idea to the table for discussion and perhaps voting, we need to remember 

that others may not embrace it as whole-heartedly as we do.  As disappointing as 

this is, itôs just a fact of life, and sometimes the sooner we accept it, the sooner we 

can move onto our next good idea. 
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Page 2 Presidentôs Letter Continued 

 

Iôm going to leave everyone with this to think about until the next meeting: I really hate getting up on a 

soap box, acting preachy, or whatever you want to call it. Thatôs not at all what I want this job to be 

about.  I want it to be about working with an incredible group of talented and hard-working people, and 
interweaving our various talents and efforts together to create something far better than any one of us 

could ever create alone. 

 

Until next month, happy horsingé. 

 

Sandy Meador 

President 

 

 

SWFDAôs Show Ring Gets A Facelift 

  

The following SWFDA members have sponsored a set of Tower Letters provided by Premier Equestrian.  The let-
ters are 30" tall and are three-sided for improved visibility.  Many thanks for their generous donations!  

  

¶ Andrea Bivins - Animal Medical Clinic of Punta Gorda 

¶ Holly Chernoff 

¶ Cathy Farnham - Grace Equestrian Center 

¶ Michelle Gerlach 

¶ Ashley Gornik - In memory of Zidnight Zima 

¶ Lee Ann and Tom Harrington 

¶ Sheila and Bo Kagan - A. Kagan Orthopedics 

¶ Sandy Meador - Da Vinci Farm 

¶ Mary Jane and Bill Tenwick - In memory of Satrapa 

¶ Cathy and Dave Zager - LCD Homes 
 

 

Special thanks also goes out to Mary Jane Tenwick who put together the idea of obtaining new letters for the club! 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 



Page 3 A Special Day for A Special Guy 

  

 The SWFDA/ Rodney Schriver Benefit Show took place on Saturday, October 23 at Grace Equestrian Center 
in North Fort Myers.  Competitors with their beautiful and talented horses, friends, and even complete strangers all 
gathered for one purpose--to show support for Rodney and hopefully make a difference in his fight with cancer. 

  Many people helped to make this show a success.  The businesses who so generously donated gift certifi-
cates or items for gift baskets, individuals who gave a monetary donation; people (some even strangers) donated their 
time to help with whatever was needed with setting up for the show. It was so heartwarming to see the outpouring of 
love and generosity toward Rodney. 

 Colleen Rosecrans was tireless in contacting businesses and then collecting all the donations (sometimes 
had to go back several times for items), and should be commended for her tenacity. 

A special Thank-you goes to the Gary Davis Family who opened their pasture for parking, donated supplies, took on 
the important task of ñgrill masterò, and ran the concession stand.  Sandy Meador and Cathy Farnham Donated Food 
along with Publix.  

 

Thank you to Steve and Lisa Gumenick for their generous donation. 

 

Thank you to Sue Madden-Mandas who donated her valuable time to judge. 

 

 The raffle and Silent Auction donors were: 

¶ Salon KBL 

¶ Bits and Pieces Tack Shop 

¶ tŀƳΩǎ CŜŜŘ 

¶ aŀǊȅ [ƻǳΩǎ 

¶ Pinch a Penny Pool  

¶ Rick Johnson Auto and Tire  

¶ IƻƎōƻŘȅΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ .ƻǳǘƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƭƻƴ 

¶ Alejandro Sanchez 

¶ FroYoTyme 

¶ The Rosecrans Family  

¶ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ CŀƴǘŀǊƻƴƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ 

¶ Robin Sego 
     

     

 Each level of competition has its own sponsor as well: 

¶ Training Level: Caryl Thompson 

¶ First Level: Holly Chernoff 

¶ Second Level: Carol Herron and Jennifer Barker 

¶ Third Level: Mary Francis Denton 

¶ Fourth Level: Mary Jane Tenwick, Anne Ross, and Kathryn Tout 

¶ FEI: Karen McCulley 
 

 

At the end of the day it was safe to say that the show was a success!  Rodney was able to come and watch through 
most of the show, the competitors were wonderful, and there were many specta-
tors.  The concession stand, raffle tickets, silent auction and used tack sale 
ended up generating additional funds to help Rodney along with the proceeds 
from the show. Fun show, great company, and most importantly, a great cause 
for a really special guy! 

A HUGE thank you also goes to Cathy Farnham & Grace Equestrian Center for 
the use of the facility!! 

 



Page 4 Thank You From Rodney 

Posted below is the thank you note we received from Rodney: 

 

Dear SWFDA members and all the other incredibly generous people, 

    

 I want to thank all of you for your overwhelming support, both  

financially and spiritually.  Some of you I've never even met.  Between  

donations, tack sales, the benefit horse show, donations of time and facilities, 

it has all been so humbling.  What an incredibly kind and selfless group of  

people you all are.  You've given me such a mental lift, and boost towards  

fighting this disease and getting well. 

               

Again, I thank you so much for everything. 

 

        Love, Rodney 

 

 Thank you to all our volunteers that made our October 23, 2010 benefit show a huge success!   

V     is for the VERY special people that you are 

O     is for the OVERWHELMING support you offer to our club 

L      is for the LITTLE things you do that make such a difference in life 

U     is for the UNSPOKEN words that sometimes mean just as much 

N     is for the NEED you fill when others aren't able 

T     is for the TIME you give of yourselves on top of your own busy schedule 

E     is for the EMOTIONAL support you give 

E     is for the ENDLESS energy you all seem to have 

R     is for the RESPONSIBILITY you have taken and never once com-   

        plained 

S     is for the SMILES you give to all of us  

 Doris Suenkel, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 

SEEKING DONATIONS FOR YARD & TACK SALE  

Naples Equestrian Challenge is seeking donations for their yard & tack 

sale on December 5, 2010. Donations can be:  household items, horse/

tack items, clothing, books, videos, furniture, etc.  Money raised from 

the sale will go towards their Program Horse Retirement Fund.  Please drop off any items to 

Naples Equestrian Challenge by November 27, 2010.  To arrange pick up or delivery please 

contact Lea Haven at: 239-250-8678. 

 

Center Address:  206 Ridge Drive * Naples, FL 34108 



Page 5 SWFDA & Fox Lea Farms Unite! 

  

SWFDA will sanction all of the 2011 USEF/USDF dressage shows held at Fox 

Lea Farm in Venice.  As a result of this affiliation, scores earned by SWFDA 

members at Fox Lea Farm dressage shows will now be accepted to qualify for 

SWFDA year end awards.  One score per level must be earned at a SWFDA 

schooling show, and all other required scores may be from either SWFDA 

schooling shows or SWFDA sanctioned Fox Lea Farm shows. 

 

Fox Lea Farm will submit all recorded scores to SWFDA within two weeks after 

the show takes place and will pay SWFDA a $50 sanctioning fee.  Fox Lea Farm 

merely wishes to have the support of our club and places no obligation what so 

ever on SWFDA. 

 

In addition, a full page of each Fox Lea Farm show program has been offered to 

SWFDA to advertise and acknowledge sponsors, at no cost to the club.  Fox Lea 

Farm Manager Kim Farrell intends to hold "user friendly" shows for Florida 

competitors, and has made an effort to schedule some of the more popular judges 

available. 

  

Information and prize lists are available at www.foxleafarm.com. 

  

The following is a list of the 2011 Fox Lea Farm dressage shows: 

· Feb. 5 - 6        American Dressage Concours 

· Feb. 26 - 27     Florida Dressage Concours 

· April 9 - 10      April Dressage Concours I & II 

· Aug. 27 - 28     Fall Dressage Concours 
 

A Bit of Trivia  

Who was the first known ancestor of the horse?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See page 10 for correct answer 



Page 6 Time For A Change 

   

Itôs time for a change!  As most dressage riders are aware, the USEF issues new national level 

dressage tests every four years.  2010 is the yearðand the tests go into effect on  

December 1, 2010. 

It will be a great time for a sneak preview of the tests with lots of fun, fellowship and food in-

cluded. Please join us for this fantastic opportunity!! 

 

Seminar:   ñTime for A ChangeðUnderstanding the New Dressage Testsò  

When:   Saturday, November 20, 2010 

Where:   DaVinci Farms 

Time:    Seminar starts at 8:30 am 

Fees:    $20 for Members, $25 for Non-Members, and $30 for Walk-Ins the day of the  

  event 

             $5 for lunch or feel free to bring your own 

Closing Date:  November 13, 2010 

 

Bill Woods, a USDF ñRò judge, will introduce us to the tests, 

with SWFDA Year-End Award winners being the demo riders.  

Weôll go through the levels from Training to Fourth to see 

whatôs new, whatôs different and whatôs stayed the same.  Each 

level will be allotted an hour of scrutiny, with questions from 

the auditors encouraged toward the end of the session.   

For additional fun weôll be having the famous SWFDA Bas-

kets Raffle, so bring some extra cash for a chance to take home 

a wonderful gift. 

Be sure to bring a chair, paper and pen. All auditors will re-

ceive copies of the new tests.  

Looking forward to seeing you at the in-gate. 

 

To sign up for this fantastic seminar please use the form on the next page or go to our website:  

www.swfda.org 

Directions to DaVinci Farms: 

¶ I-75 to exit 141 (Palm Beach Blvd., a/k/a S.R. 80)  

¶ Go east one block to the first stop light (Orange River Blvd)    

¶ Turn right and go one block to a stop sign, and turn left (also Orange River Blvd) 

¶ Continue east on Orange River Blvd approximately 1.1 miles 

¶ Turn left on Staley Road (look for the yellow 4-way intersection sign) 

¶ Go a short distance and turn right on Long Road, and follow to the end, which will take you right 

into our driveway.   
 

Lost? Call Sandy Meador, the farm owner/operations manager on her cell at 239-850-9246.  



Page 7 Seminar Registration Form 

Time for A Change 

Understanding the New Dressage Tests Seminar 

Auditor Entry Form 

 

Name:        Phone:     

 

Address:             

 

E-mail address:            

 

SWFDA member? _______YES   __________NO        _______Membership dues enclosed 

 

Clinic Fee:    $20 members, $25 non-members until 11/13  

  Walk-in fees $30      ____________   

 

Lunch:  $5 for lunch      ____________ 

 

SWFDA Membership: Dues: $47 for 12/1/10-11/30/11 (USDF Group  

          Membership included)     ____________ 

 

Raffle tickets available at the seminar     Total Enclosed: ____________ 

 

 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING 

 

WARNING: Under Florida law, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for any injury to, or 
the death of a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risk of equine activities. The undersigned 
rider, auditor and any signing parent or guardian hereby agrees to release the management of this seminar, their 
officers, directors, employees, members or agents, and the owner or managers of the grounds where this event is 
held from any loss, damage, liability, or injury arising out of or resulting from this seminar for riderôs or auditorôs 
participation or entry therein, including the negligent acts or omissions of the management of this seminar, their 
officers, directors, employees, members or agents, and the owners or managers of the grounds where this event is 
held. 

           

Auditorôs/Riderôs Signature (parent or guardian if under 21)   

 

Date:      

Please mail to:   SWFDA   

    c/o Verna Saxer-Gibson 

   11550 Shirley Lane 

   North Fort Myers, FL 33917 

    

Need more info?  Call Verna at 239-543-4032 



Page 8 You Only Go Around Once by Cathy Cottrill 

You only go around once. Those are good words to live by.  And since it appeared that the 
World Equestrian Games would only hit the United States once in my lifetime, it seemed like a good 

idea to go.  

I am so glad we did. Holly Chernoff, Anne Ross, 
Karen McCulley and I bit the bullet, got some reasona-

bly priced tickets at the last minute, and headed to Ken-

tucky for a once-in-a-lifetime experience. The highlight 

of our trip to WEG was, of course, the incomparable 
Moorlands Totilas. If you think Totilas rocks when you 

watch him on video or TV, I can promise you heôs even 

more electric in person.  

Our trip spanned five 

short days, but it was 

enough to watch Totilas 
and his partner Edward 

Gal compete twice,  in 

the grand prix special and 
in the freestyle. The 

horse, quite simply, is a freak of nature. His suppleness, flexibility and 

extravagance just take your breath away. 

Never in our lives have we seen a horse score consistent 10s for move-

ments. Between the five judges, I think Totilas earned more than three 

dozen 10s in the special. He was completely breathtaking.  

Another highlight was the United Statesô own Ravel, ridden masterfully by Steffan Peters. We 

saw this horse at the World Cup in 2009 and heôs now going even better. Not enough to beat Totilas, 

however, who scored a 85.7% in the special.  Equally impressive was the British horse, Mistral, who 

won the silver medal in both the special and the freestyle.  

Another treat was the phenomenal performance of Fuego XII, the Spanish horse, and his part-

ner, Juan Manual Munoz Diaz. This duo actually stole the show during Friday nightôs freestyle, when 

Diaz came down the center line doing one-handed one tempis. The charisma, chemistry and showman-
ship of this pair absolutely brought the house down. Though they finished fourth in both the special and 

the freestyle, they were the true winners in many peopleôs eyes because Fuego was the only non-

warmblood to finish high in the standings.  

We managed to pack quite a bit into those few busy days: some lovely meals an quaint old 

country inns, some hurried rendezvous with friends also attending WEG, and a lot of laughs on the road 

while Holly cheerfully navigated. The people of Kentucky were unexpectedly warm, friendly and help-
ful, across the boards. Though WEG was an incredibly busy venue, 

the show grounds were filled with volunteers who couldnôt have 

been nicer.  Even the two-hour wait to leave the show grounds on 

Friday night wasnôt an ordeal. We were too jazzed at just having 

seen the best dressage of our lives! 

Looking back on the trip, weôre all so glad we went. While 

we were there, rumors about the sale of Totilas to another country 
were rampant. Just two short weeks later, they were confirmed, 

with the announcement that a German investor had purchased the 

stallion. He will now almost certainly be taken from his longtime 
rider, the man who made dressage history on his back by earning 

the highest scores in our sport. Somehow, I think Totilas has made 

his last record-breaking performance. Iôm glad we were on hand to 

see it live.  

You only go around once, you know!  
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Here is an education stop you can make while surfing on the net or your phone!! 

 

Dressage Training Online:   

Education Corner  

Birthday Babies!!  

Page 10 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday 

to the 

Following 

SWFDA 

Members: 

November  Birthday Babies  

 

Loraine Roe:  Nov 4th 

 

Elisa Longendyke:  Nov 8th 

 

Wendi Stroemer:  Nov 11th 

 

Sandy Meador:  Nov 16th 

 

Patricia Hodsoll:  Nov 23rd 

 

Trivia Answer  

Scientists believe that the first known ancestor of the horse lived about 50 million years ago. This  

prehistoric horse is called Eohippus and had four padded toes on the front legs and three padded toes on t 

the back legs. Eo means "dawn" and hippus means "horse," so Eohippus is "dawn horse." 
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