
I have to say, I am constantly amazed by our SWFDA members.  You all simply 
outdo yourselves time after time, and our last meeting is a very good example.  It 

was a long one, lasting nearly 2 hours (with most people there for an extra half 

hour or more for dinner), and everybody stayed until we were finished.  A few 
fidgeted and looked at their watches a little bit (I was even looking at my watch, 

because I couldnôt believe how fast the time was going and we still had so much 

remaining on the agenda), but they stuck it out! We simply had no choice but to 

cover everything we covered that night.  Face it, thereôs a lot in the hopper right 

now!  But weôll get more into that shortly. 

One of the difficulties in running a meeting is trying to find the balance between 

keeping things moving and making sure issues are fully talked out before deci-
sions are made.  I found myself getting mildly chastised both for the meeting run-

ning too long and for people not having enough time to say everything they had to 

say.  But this doesnôt bother me, because I am just really happy that people 
showed up (we must have had around 25 people there) and are getting involved.  

What bothers me is public speaking and Iôve been asked to speak a little louder at 

the meetings, which I will try to do.  Speech class was my least favorite in col-

lege! 

Anyway, I am just so excited about all of the things we have ahead of us this year 

and particularly because it seems we are making a pretty good dent in addressing 

many of the wishes expressed in my feedback forms.  Hereôs a quick rundown: 

On September 18 there was the Rodney Schriver Benefit Tack Sale at Bits-N-

Pieces.  Now granted, this was not an official SWFDA-sponsored function, but 
obviously many of the people who were involved or attended are SWFDA mem-

bers.  This was a most moving event, and for those of you who expressed interest 

in networking opportunities, cookouts, and fundraisers, this one had it all. So even 

if we didnôt sponsor it, we did largely make it happen and it was awesome. I am 
just sorry that nobody took photos to show Rodney, but we will do better at his 

benefit show, which is being held October 23 at Grace Equestrian Center in North 

Fort Myers.  Holly Chernoff, show manager Mary Frances Denton and a slew of 
other members are really putting in a lot of effort to make sure that we both put on 

a great show and raise as much money as possible for Rodney and I very much 

encourage people to participate if at all possible ï even if itôs just to bring your 

horse to school, which I may well.  Hollyôs article about these events is later in 

this newsletter.  

In addition to our four regular schooling shows at the Lee County Civic Center, 

we also have a fabulous Time for a Change Seminar coming up on November 20 
at DaVinci, thanks to our ñretiredò Education Committee Chairman, Verna Saxer

-Gibson.  Yeah, thatôs some rocking chair youôre sitting in, Verna! ñLOLò.  Infor-

mation on that event is also in this monthôs newsletter.  It will be all about getting 
familiar with the new dressage tests, which must be used for our December 11 

show (notice the bold print?), and will be presented in a very nice format with just 

a bit of fun thrown in. 
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Page 2 Presidentôs Letter Continued 

 

Cathy Farnham and I talked about the possibility of SWFDA hosting some type of Young/New Rider 

Symposium at Grace Equestrian, later in the season.  It might even be cross-discipline (e.g., have some 

type of jumping function for those interested in that), and there are all kinds of things we can throw into 
the mix on this one.  Although we havenôt formally organized anything or even voted on it, we fully 

recognize that bringing young riders and new riders into the fold ï and making them feel welcome and 

important ï is one of our major goals this year.  Martha Dodd has done some wonderful flyers titled 

ñDressage is COOL!ò, which are being posted at feed and tack shops from Naples to Punta Gorda.  Her 
goal is to help hook up people without horses with people who have horses that need to be leased, half-

leased, or just plain ridden.  Great idea, Martha!  If you want a copy of one of her flyers, simply email 

her at marthadodd@comcast.net.  

Another exciting ñmaybeò is that Mary Jane Tenwick has been communicating with Fox Lea Farm 

concerning the possibility of SWFDA sanctioning 3 rated dressage shows up there in Venice.  For those 

who have been longing for SWFDA to host a recognized show, this might be the next best thing, and 
maybe even better because we donôt have to do the year of legwork involved in holding a recognized 

show ï at least, thatôs what an article in the last USDF Connection recommended for lead time prior to 

holding such a show.  Again, this is still a ñmaybeò, as we are waiting to find out what Fox Leaôs ex-

pectations of us would be, but at least we are looking into it.  Thanks, Mary Jane! 

Oh, and speaking of Mary Jane, thanks to her diligent efforts and voluntary member contributions, we 

now have a brand new set of bigger, better and prettier arena letters for our dressage shows and other 

events!  She wrote of her wish in the feedback form, and made it come true.  Great job!   

On a smaller scale, in their feedback forms several people expressed interest in group road trips to lar-

ger shows, etc.  Well, a small handful of members are making that their own reality by going to the 
World Equestrian Games!  I learned this from my client Agneta Lilliehook, who will be flying there 

with some other members.  Live the dream, girls!!  So now, perhaps others of you can be inspired to 

take up the challenge to put together your own little group trips, or if you want SWFDA to try to be 

more involved in making it happen, come to a meeting and talk it up!  

And finally, some have wished for quite a while that we would have more choices for high point 

awards.  How many saddles pads does a person really need, after all?  Well, rest assured that we are 

working on that also.  We need to use up our saddle pads and the gazillion hand towels we had made up 
last year, so do expect to see more of the same, but we are also going to offer some options.  For exam-

ple, you might have a choice between a saddle pad and a combination of a towel and a free class at a 

future show.  At some point, you might see some gift certificates from Bits-N-Pieces.  Doris Suenkel 
somehow found time between work and spearheading the 2nd Annual Dressage Open House to come up 

with a sharp-looking embroidered tote, and there have been other ideas.  If you have an idea, let us 

know! 

 

Well, Iôm down to the bottom of my second page and thereôs going to be lots of other good stuff in this 

newsletter, so I will sign off here and wish you another month of Happy Horsing!  I will be out of town 
at the October 14 meeting, so Vice President Katie McClain will be running it in my stead.  Good luck, 

Katie!! I know youôll do just great.   

 

Sandy Meador 

President 

 

     

 

 

mailto:marthadodd@comcast.net
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Mark Your Calendars!!!!  
 

2nd Annual Dressage Open House     
   

October 30, 2010 

Da Vinci Farms, Ft. Myers (11311 Long Rd, Ft. Myers, FL 33905) 

9 am to 2 pm  

  

Dear Members, Friends and Horse Lovers!  

  

We are getting ready to host our 2nd Annual Dressage Open House 
and we need your help! 

 

We had great success with this event last year and are hoping to 
make this yearôs even better with everybody's help, sponsorship, 
fellowship, and Halloween festivities!  Bring yourself, bring family & 
friends, bring possible new members, or bring the whole house-
hold!  The more, the merrier!! 

  

Events Offered: 

- Trick or treating  

- Face painting 

- Costume class for horse and rider 

- Halloween games and contests 

- Bake sale 

- Vendors, Auctions, Raffles 

- Food and Refreshments 

- Demo rides throughout the day from SWFDA members including young riders, Pas de Deux, freestyles, etc. 

- Reduced rates for new memberships and sponsorships (day of event only) 

  

We are open to any new additions / suggestions to make this event even more successful. 

  

I am looking forward to hearing from any of you who are willing to volunteer for this event (demo-riders, help-
ers, vendors, set-up and tear-down crew, selling tickets, selling sodas and water, used tack and treasure sale, an-
nouncing, games, barn tours, baked goods, etc. etc...)  Please contact me at (239) 693-0385 or email me                   

at hascar1@aol.com to help to make this day another one to remember.... 

  

Doris Suenkel     

Volunteer Coordinator     
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Horses can get hiccups: True or False   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For the correct answer see page 10!!   

THE HORSESHOE: 

The power of the horseshoe has been recognized since before the birth of Christ. A horseshoe is a U-
shaped metal frame, usually of iron, that is nailed to a horse's hoof to give protection against wearing 

them down on rough surfaces. In legend, a man named Jastrzebryk, 

a blacksmith(?) (in 999) was thought to be the first Polish man to 
use horseshoes for the protection of his horse's hooves. However, 

we know that horseshoes were actually used by the Greeks as early 

as the 4th century B.C. Since horses were believed to be one of the 

most sacred of animals, their crescent-shaped shoes became sym-
bols of good luck. Horseshoes were often nailed over the outside 

thresholds of houses and barns so that witches could not enter. 

Horseshoes were thought to protect and bring good luck. 

On May Day, it was traditional to take down all horse-shoes and 
turn them, being careful not to let them touch the ground. Horse-

shoes can also be hung over the fireplace for luck, and even over the 

entrances of mines. Many think the heels should point upwards (but 

this is not universal). People think this because they believe if the 
shoe is hung with the ends pointing downwards, positive ill-luck may be drawn upwards, and all the 

good luck will disappear into the ground or drip out. 

Interestingly enough, the towns of Burlton and Oakham, in England, charged a "toll of the horseshoes," 

which was collected from every peer and member of the Royal family, who passed through their towns. 

Horseshoes are prominent in their town's coat of arms. 

Horses are considered lucky too, and to dream of a horse or to see a horse is particularly fortunate. 
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Ask and you shall receive.  It is truly amazing how generous and giving people are in times of need.  Rodney 
Schriver, trainer of many SWFDA members and my long time trainer and friend, is suffering from cancer.  His dis-
ease directly affects his ability to earn income as it is painful for him to speak as he teaches.  

  

The first benefit for him was held Saturday September 18, 2010.  It was the thoughtful idea of Sue Brown of Bits 
and Pieces Tack Shop.  All of the proceeds from her used tack sale along with money received from table rentals, 
food, and raffles were donated directly to Rodney.  Other groups, including Davinci Farms set up additional tables 
and donated their proceeds to Rodney as well. 

 

The official tally is not yet in, but so far the proceeds for Rodney have reached $1,000.00.  Truly amazing!!!   Big 
thanks to the following folks for making this benefit a success: 

  Sue and Mike Brown for sponsoring the event 

 Lauren and Nicole for raffle sales 

  Marrilee Tyrrell for manning the DaVinci table 

  Karen McCulley, Caryl Thompson, Mary Jane Tenwick and Verna Saxer-Gibson for manning the 

Rodney table 

Gary Graef for tables and tents 

  Pam, Penny and John for help all day 

Diane Corti for her wonderful homemade salads   

  Kathryn Tout, Emily Kimbrough, Anne Ross, Sandy Meador and Diane Corti   and anyone else 

that I am not aware of for donations.  

 

What a fantastic job by all!! 

 

Submitted by:  Holly Chernoff  

 

 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

 

Attention All Members!!!     

 Our monthly meetings will now be held at 

 MacDaddyôs as Unoôs has closed.    

 MacDaddyôs is located at: 

  8951 Daniels Parkway 

 Fort Myers, Florida 33912 

 Phone: 239-313-7770 

 

 Remember, our meetings are the 2nd Thursday of every month and start promptly at 

7:00 p.m.  All members are encouraged and welcome to attend.  Potential new members are 

also more than welcome to join us!  
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Grace Equestrian Center will be hosting an additional SWFDA show on Saturday, October 23, 2010.  All 

proceeds from this show will benefit Rodney Schriver (Dressage Trainer of many SWFDA members), who 

is currently battling cancer.  The show will also count for SWFDAôs year end point system.  A huge thank 

you to Cathy Farnham who is graciously donating the center for the benefit show! 

When:  Saturday, October 23, 2010 

 
Where:  Grace Equestrian Center, LLC 

 19301 Gottard Rd N 

 Fort Myers, FL 33917  

 www.graceequestrian.com 

 

Judge:  Sue Madden-Mandas ñSò 

Details: 

¶ To enter, please use form located on our website:  www.swfda.org 

¶ Grace Equestrian will be available for schooling on Friday 
¶ Warm up is on sand  

¶ There are a limited number of stalls, so no tack stalls and stalls will be assigned as entries come in. 

They will also be stripped, so those who get stalls should plan to bring bedding. 

¶ There are no dogs allowed 
¶ There are no bleachers...bring a chair! 

¶ Donuts & Coffee will be served in the morning (Thank you Cathy Farnham!!) 

¶ Cathyôs neighbor will be bringing his grill to serve up Hamburgers & Hotdogs (all monies from the 
food will go directly to Rodney) 

¶ Thank you to Cathyôs neighbor for opening up his pasture to allow for additional parking! 

 

Need More Info?  Please contact: 

Mary Frances Denton    or Michelle Gerlach 

Email:  mfdenton1@comcast.net   Email:  christozen@aol.com 
Home Phone:  239-405-7341    Cell Phone: 239-633-9626 

Cell Phone: 772-341-5655 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.graceequestrian.com
mailto:mfdenton1@comcast.net
mailto:christozen@aol.com
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 Itôs time for a change!  As most dressage riders are aware, the USEF issues new national level 

dressage tests every four years.  2010 is the yearðand the tests go into effect on December 1, 2010. 

In order to get us prepared for the change, the Southwest Florida Dressage Association is hosting a 

seminar entitled ñTime for A ChangeðUnderstanding the New Dressage Testsò on Saturday, Novem-
ber 20, 2010 at DaVinci Farms in Buckingham. It will be a great time for a sneak preview of the tests 

with lots of fun, fellowship and food included.  

 Bill Woods, a USDF ñRò judge, will introduce us to the tests, with SWFDA Year-End Award 
winners being the demo riders.  Weôll go through the levels from Training to Fourth to see whatôs new, 

whatôs different and whatôs stayed the same.  Each level will be allotted an hour of scrutiny, with ques-

tions from the auditors encouraged toward the end of the session.  The seminar starts at 8:30 a.m. 

For additional fun weôll be having the famous SWFDA Baskets Raffle, so bring some extra cash for a 

chance to take home a wonderful gift. 

 Please join us! The cost for auditing is $20 for SWFDA members and $25 for non-members up 
to the closing date of November 13 (entry form below).  Lunch will be available for $5 or feel free to 

bring your own.  Be sure to bring a chair, paper and pen. All auditors will receive copies of the new 

tests. Walk-in auditors will be accepted on the day of the seminar for a $30 fee for all. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the in-gate. 

To sign up for this fantastic seminar please go to our website:  www.swfda.org 

************************************  

SWFDA SPONSORSHIP DRIVE 

I am so excited about SWFDAôs initiative to donate a percentage of proceeds to charity each year and 

the community outreach that will be accomplished by this!  Our Charities will once again be selected 
by our Gold, Silver, and Bronze sponsors.  We are a smart, motivated, energetic group!  I am proud to 

be involved with SWFDA and look forward to the upcoming show season and educational events that 

have been proposed.   

 We can all commiserate the expense of this crazy passion we all share, both financially and in 
pure sweat equity!  The economic climate has been less than perfect, and we are all feeling the effects.  

It is at times like this when networking and outreach become much more important.   

So here is the first part of the Challenge!!  Letôs really go out of our way to recognize busi-
nesses within our club membership and friends.  Our yearly club sponsorship is only $80 if paid by 

October 30, 2010, or $100 thereafter and can reach a huge number of hands if we really commit our-

selves to looking within the club and its sponsors when we need goods or services.  Placing an AD in 

our newsletter will allow others to know what you do!   

The second part of the challenge is a Sponsorship Campaign, and it goes like this: 

1. Anyone who sends in a business card ad or renews an existing ad for 2010/2011 
competition year by October 30th will have their name put into a drawing for a very 

special prize!   

2. Any club member that secures an ad from an outside source and sends it in will 
have their name put in for the drawing!  The more ads you can get, the more 

chances to win!   

3. We will draw for the prize at the first official show and you need not be present to 

win. 

So, jump on the sponsorship bandwagon and round up some advertisers!  Letôs have SWFDA kick start 

a really successful year competitively and with our new community outreach in mind! 

 

 For Sponsor forms go to our website:  www.swfda.org 



Page 8 Have You Moved??? 

Please be sure to inform our record keeper 
(Mona Raux) if you have moved, changed your 

phone number, or you have a new email ad-

dress.   

 

Monaôs Email: 

 

ddiveride7@aol.com 



  

Here are a couple of great education stops you can make while surfing on the net or your phone!! 

 

Jane Savoie Dressage:  www.janesavoie.com 

 

 

 

 

    

Dressage Network:  www.dressageeducationnetwork.com 

 

Education Corner  

Birthday Babies!!  

Page 9 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday 

to the 

Following 

SWFDA 

Members: 

October  Birthday Babies  

 

Ashley Gornik: Oct 2nd 

 

Lee Smith: Oct 4th 

 

Rachel Bridger: Oct 9th 

 

Verna Saxer-Gibson: Oct 15th 

 

Cathy Cottrill: Oct 23rd 

 

Wendy Russo: Oct 25th 
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Trivia Answer  

Horses can get hiccups also known as "thumps". 

Whereas human hiccups are audible through the throat, hiccups in horses begin near the dia-

phragm and create an audible thump sound in the chest area, sometimes accompanied by a 

rhythmic  jerk in the flank area.  



President Sandy Meador called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. Treasurer Mona Raux reported that SWFDA has $5,711.28 

in its coffers. Secretary Cathy Cottrill read the minutes of the June meeting; there were no corrections.  

Sandy said she had a long meeting agenda and spent considerable time going over the previous yearôs activities in order 

to prioritize.  

Committee Reports:  Volunteer Chair Doris Suenkel said she passed around a sign-up sheet at the awards party and has 

many volunteers for the upcoming show season. She still needs a ring steward and a scorekeeper. Carla DeYorgi volun-

teered to scorekeep. Marrilee Tyrrell volunteered to haul the show trailer to and from the shows this year.  

 

Old Business 

Sandy said she sent out 120 feedback forms to members in hopes of getting ideas about what is important to club mem-

bers.   She said the awards party was a big success and thanked everyone for rallying to fill up the raffle tubs. We made 

$366 from the silent auction and raffle.  

We have shows set for the following dates: Nov.13, Dec. 11, Jan. 29 and March 26. Show manager Mary Frances Denton 

is getting us organized for show season. Carol Herron volunteered to help her. Michelle Gerlach will serve as show secre-

tary this year.  

High-Point Awards: There was a discussion of what to do with the embroidered towels used as high-point prizes last year. 

They are not popular, but we still have a ton of them left. Doris Suenkel suggested giving winners a choice between a 

towel and a free class credit. Katie McClain moved that we offer just pads and towels to high-point winners. There was a 

discussion, but no second, and then Carol Herron moved that we offer saddle pads, towels and show class vouchers to 

high-point winners. Fran Spears seconded and the amended motion passed.  

Omnibus: There was a discussion of whether to continue with last yearôs plan of one show omnibus mailed out at the be-

ginning of the season. Past President Barb Stark said she thinks the omnibus contributed to decreased show participation 

last year. Carla DeYorgi moved to sent out a monthly prize list, Barb seconded and the motion passed.  

New Business 

New Tests: Sandy said the USEF dressage tests will change effective Dec. 1, meaning that we will have one show this 

year with the old tests. Barb suggested that we e-mail members using big type to ensure this message gets across. It also 

needs to be included prominently in the newsletter and the prize lists.  

Clinics: Sandy said Mary Frances Denton reports that Margaret Freeman will be here in February and would be available 

for a two-day clinic. Carol Herron mentioned a clinic with Linda Zang. Sandy said we should try to squeeze in a clinic 

before the December show. Katie McClain will get info on these clinicians and revisit this topic.  

Sponsors: Our sponsorship year wraps up Oct. 15, so last yearôs sponsors need to be contacted and new ones need to be 

lined up as well, Sandy said. She will contact Anne Ross to see if Anne will spearhead this drive again this year. Mona 

Raux will mail thank you cards to last yearôs sponsors.  

Committees: There was a discussion as to whether we need committee chairmen for areas such as education. Karen 

McCulley suggested we get people to head up individual events, rather than saddle one person with educational topics for 

the year. Karen, Martha Dodd and Fran Spears all said they were willing to help with educational events this year. Katie 
suggested putting a description of the committees in the newsletter to seek input and volunteers. Katie will write the com-

mittee job descriptions.  

Trailer Inventory: The show trailer will be inventoried at 4 p.m. Sept. 25. Volunteers who agreed to help are: Ashley 

Gornik, Fran Spears, Doris Suenkel, Sandy Meador, Katie McClain, and either Michelle Gerlach or Barb Stark. This will 

be done at DaVinci.  

Publicity: Sandy mentioned publicizing our show dates and upcoming events. Cathy Cottrill will prepare some press re-

leases and Sandy will get e-mail addresses for horse publications and other clubs. Doris offered to put up fliers are area 

tack stores. Holly Chernoff said she will distribute them in Collier County. Fliers should contain show dates, closing dates 

and meeting dates. Martha Dodd offered to create the flier and will bring copies to the next meeting for distribution.  

Open House: Sandy and Doris said they are happy to have another open house at DaVinci because last yearôs was so suc-

cessful. Doris would like to have demo rides, a costume class, kidsô games and reduced membership rates. Doris moved 

that we have another open house on Oct. 31 at Davinci. Katie seconded and the motion passed.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
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Attention all Advertisers: All FOR SALE ads will run for 

3 months and then be removed unless I am contacted to 

renew for an additional 3 months. 

Horses for Sale/Lease 

*NEW*  For sale:  beautiful 17h gray warmblood.  3 good 
gaits, uphill, great mover, willing with good work ethic.  Loves 
dressage, but could be an eventing prospect.  Contact Stacey @ 

941-232-5323 

For lease: 10 year old Friesian / Paint cross gelding. Black and 
white. 16.1 hands,  showing 1 . Level , schooling 2nd.  Nice 
gaits, sound and well kept. Half or full lease available. For fur-

ther information call Doris at (239) 693 0385. 

Tack for Sale   

*NEW*   M. Toulousse Aachen Dressage Saddle for Sale 
(serial # 22131).  18ò deep seat, Medium tree,  16 1/2 flap, hand 
laminated beech wood/spring steel reinforced tree, ComfortFit 

panel, AdjustaBlock System, and adjustable Y girthing system .  
Used, but in excellent condition (no cracks, scrapes, etc).  
Black.  Newly re-flocked with good quality wool.  Asking 
$775.00 Call Beth Yurkovac at 239-641-5268.  

 
*NEW* Dressage Saddle and Boots for Sale:  Dover Circuit 
Dressage Saddle, black, long billets, 16.5ò seat, regular tree, in 
excellent, like-new condition (not even really broken in). Retails 

new for $900, asking $575.  Also, Dover Piaffe Dressage Boots, 
made by in France by Rectiligne, size 7 slim tall with front zip-
pers, also barely broken in, retailed for $400+, asking 
$200.  Both items wound up being too small for me and are on 
consignment at Bits-n-Pieces Tack Shop.  Call Sandy Meador 
for more info 239-850-9246. (3/10) 

Boarding   

*NEW* Private barn has room for one boarder. Quality individ-
ual care, daily grass turn-out, large dressage arena. Close to 
trails and Civic Center. $500/month. Call Verna at Yeshua Farm 

(239) 543-4032 

*NEW* 14x14 stall available in Buckingham nestled on the 
banks of the Orange River.  Morton stable construction, timber 
frame, and steel-covered building.  High, dry, and clean.  A safe 

place for your horse and more!  Call Marilu or Ed for detailed 

information:  239-694-2149 or 239-728-1589 (Stable Phone) 

*NEW* Click here to check out the most excusive sea-
sonal boarding opportunity in South Fort Myers near 

Sanibel and Fort Myers Beach:  

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100000937997707&ref=profile#!/album.php?

aid=5523&id=100000937997707  

 

*Stalls for lease: Save on board! Stalls available for lease at up-scale 
12 acre dressage facility in North Ft. Myers. $250/mo. For 12x14 
stalls in well ventilated concrete barn with rubber mats, fans, and 

automatic waterers. Several stalls open out onto large individual 
pastures. Plentiful turn-out on lush, thick grass with safe fencing. 
Two large wash stalls under roof with hot water. Level, well-
maintained 20m x 60m arena with irrigation and lights. Open fields 
to ride in as well. Air-conditioned tack room and feed room. Electric 
front gate with remote control. Property owner will feed horses 3-4 
times per day and fly spray/fly mask as needed. Horse owner will be 
responsible for and provide supplies, feed, hay, and general care 
including stall cleaning. Insured trainers welcome. Please call (239) 

567-0624 or (239) 810-1703, or e-mail mjtenwick@yahoo.com  

 

*Triple V Ranch in Naples is a brand new 30 acre full service facility 
offering premier boarding services. Amenities include a 20 x 60 me-
ter dressage arena, a 125ô x 250ô hunter/jumper arena, a 115ô x 125ô 
all purpose arena, 3 round pens, trails with hills on the grounds, and 
ride through gates to the 70,000 acres of designated riding trails of 
the Picayune Strand State Forest. All arenas and round pens offer 
premier all weather footing according to the discipline. There is a 10 
stall barn featuring 14ô x 14ô fully matted stalls with private pad-

docks and automated fly spray system, three wash racks with hot & 
cold RO water, insulated air conditioned tack and feed rooms, and 
front load washer dryers for your convenience. The second barn of-
fers 20 12ô x 14ô matted stalls with 33ô private paddocks and ac tack 
and feed rooms plus 7 wash racks and trainers office. Full board 
includes Guardian pine pellet bedding cleaned twice a day, premium 
feed fed twice a day, quality hay fed three times a day, daily turnout, 
and blankets or sheets and boots as needed. There is a 1600 square 

foot club house with fridge for your enjoyment. There is trailer stor-
age available on the premises. We are located only two miles from 
exit 101, only one mile east of 951 and Davis Blvd, convenient to 
Marco Island and downtown Naples. We have trainers available or 
arrange for your own trainer to come. Fifteen acres are uplands and 
are high and dry, and are sprayed by Mosquito Control. We are fully 
licensed and insured. Full annual board starts at $800 per month, off 
season board starts at $675 per month (May through Oct. only) and 

seasonal board starts at $975 per month. Call (239) 250-7111 for 

more information or tour. 

 

*Private equestrian facility for lease in Naples. 6 1/2 acre property, 2 
barns, fenced, cross fenced and gated, 100 x 200 lighted arena with 
premium screenings and excellent drainage, 8 stall center aisle barn 
with 12 x 12 stalls with large private paddocks, hot and cold RO 
water in 2 wash racks, full kitchen, seating area, ac tack and feed 
rooms, 14 grass pastures for turnout, second 3 stall concrete block 
barn with ac tack/feed room, run in shed with private paddock. 8000 

square foot hay barn, room for trailer storage, covered gazebo view-
ing area, round pen with screenings. Can keep 13 horses. Monthly 
rent $5500.00, in North Naples Livingston Woods area (Pine Ridge 
and Livingston Road). Can provide discounted hay and bedding. Call 
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*Stalls for rent in Naples: 2 stalls for rent at $375 per stall. Price 
includes 12x12 stall with 12 hour turn-out from stall to 24x48 
paddock, limited grass turn-out, use of all facilities including 
100x200 sand arena set up for dressage, and access to 1 mile trail 

behind property. You buy your own feed, hay , and shavings as 
well as do your own stall. Feeding service will be provided 2 
times per day. Owner lives on property. Call Holly at (239) 564-

8234 

*Two 10x12 stalls available in private barn with mats and at-
tached paddocks. Daily turnout on improved pastures. Wash rack 
and 20x60 dressage arena with lights, sprinkler system and excel-
lent footing. Owner lives on site. 8 minutes to I-75 and 15 min-
utes to show facility. Ideal for seasonal guests or year long resi-

dence. $500 per month. Call  (239) 543-6343 or (239) 940-8591 

and ask for Jayne.  

*One stall available for boarding in Naples. Partial care at a pri-
vate facility. Please call Lynn at (239) 777-1774 or (239) 591-

8572 for details. 

*DaVinci Farms, one of SW Floridaôs premier equestrian facili-
ties, offers full boarding at $800/month.  We have a covered, 
lighted over-sized dressage arena with mirrors, as well as a sand 
jumping arena, novice level cross country jumps, and ample open 
grass areas, all with excellent footing.  Barn aisles have thick 

rubber matting for safety, plus all stalls are matted and equipped 
with automatic waterers.  Other features include indoor wash 
stalls with hot and cold water; an air-conditioned tack room, 
lounge area, and bathroom with shower; and live-in caretakers.  
Individual or multiple horse turnout is available, and horse laun-
dry is done on premises by our staff.  We are located 5 minutes 
off I-75 Exit 141 in Buckingham. Visit our website 
www.davincifarms.com, or contact Sandy Meador at (239) 437-

RIDE, (239) 850-9246, or e-mail davincifarms@comcast.net. 
Haul-ins are also welcome, either to school or to have a lesson 
with an approved trainer. Please contact Sandy or see website for 

details. 

*I t's A Dressage Thing Here At Lakeside! 

Don't let your horse get lost in the shuffle of a large boarding 
facility with multiple caregivers that never really know your 
horse.  Our 8 stall barn is small enough to provide individualized 
care by the barn owner yet large enough to be connected to the 
dressage community in multiple ways.  We offer full board for 

$650./mo.  We are located on a paved road approx 1.5 miles from 
I-75.  Coded double entry-exit gates make for secure, easy access 

in and out with horse trailers.  The amenities include: 

12 x 12 matted stalls with approx 12 x 22 walk outs attached, 2 
air conditioned tack rooms, Auto fly control system and fly 
predators used for fly control, Professional fire ant control, 2 
wash racks - 1 covered with hot/cold water, fan and light, All 
stalls have fans, Extremely nice brand new full bathroom, Quality 
feed (Ultium) fed twice daily - orchard/timothy hay fed multiple 

times daily, Individual daily turn out in grassy, irrigated pad-
docks, 20 x 60 meter irrigated dressage ring with excellent foot-
ing and metal hallide lighting system with gazebo, Washer and 

dryer available for horse laundry 

We have a Grand Prix trainer fly in once a month for clinics, 
however the trainer of your choice is welcome at no extra 
charge.  Your ferrier and vet are welcome as well.  We can also 
offer covered parking for your horse trailer at an extra fee or 
open parking at no extra cost. E-mail Kelly at raktrcr@aol.com or 

call me at (239) 344-6535 or see our ad with pictures on Craigs 

list under Boarding Stables. 

*Prime boarding in Buckingham. Convenient location off Orange 
River Blvd. on paved Williamson Road. Only 2 miles to I-75 
(exit 141). New barn with only 2 openings left. 12x12 airy, light 
stalls, daily turn-out, quality T&A hay 3 times per day, grain 2 

times per day,wash rack, and pavers throughout. Stalls mucked 
every morning with an evening touch up. Outdoor 110 x 224 foot 
lighted, irrigated riding arena with an additional 4 acres of private 
trails under shady Very nice setting and close to everything! 

$550/month. Call Doris (239) 693-0385  

*Quality boarding in convenient Cape Coral location.  Large 
warmblood stalls, T & A hay, quality grain, automatic waterers, 
individual turnout, full-size dressage arena, new lights and sprin-
kling system.  $600/month. Carousel Farm, (239) 283-2691, ask 

for Karen.  

*Bonita Springs boarding: Dressage barn, hurricane- rated 150 
MPH+ concrete, 2 separate wells on emergency generators,  no 
wood (for fire safety), hay and equipment stored in separate 
building (for fire safety and low dust) 12X12 stalls, matted floors 
and walls, walls are out of kickboard (not wood). Very airy and 
cool barn through insulation, fans in each stall, wash rack, 20X60 
drained and watered arena, first-class feed, automatic waterers, 
electric (no wood fencing) cross fenced,  high and dry pastures 

with special bahia (food value grass) sprinkler system for pad-
docks, gated and chain link fenced 6 foot entire property, hour-
long trails across the road. Barn is run by FEI competitor (to GP) 
with 35+ years experience (rated top 20 dressage horse owners in 
the U.S. the last two years) German and U.S. bronze and silver 
and freestyle bars. ñSò judge available for training, as well as 

regular clinics. Call Birgitt,  (239) 994- 4711.  

Services 

*Braiding services available for all SWFDA shows. Available on 
show grounds both Friday and Saturday. All styles of mane and 
tail braids. Prices range from $25 for French braids to $40 - $45 
for hunter braids. All materials included. Please contact Beth at 

(239) 641-5268 for day and appointment time. 

Instruction and training: USEA certified instructor available for 

teaching and training. Dressage and eventing are my specialties. I 
will happily travel to your  barn. Please call Carol at (301) 928-

5518  

*Turn your horse's fuzzy, sweaty winter coat into a slick, shiny, 
easy-care show coat with an expert body clip. All styles  avail-
able. Also mane-pulling, ear trimming, dressage tails and just 
about any other type of show beautification. Call Jan at (239) 543

-6032.  

*Instruction and training: Verna Saxer-Gibson, USDF bronze and 
silver medallist, USDF bronze freestyle bar, offers instruction, 

training and coaching at shows.  Limited boarding is also avail-
able at her Yeshua Farm in N. Fort Myers.  Call (239) 543-4032. 
 
*Work wanted:  Stressed for time? I will longe your horse and 
teach ground manners. I have a complete dressage foundation for 
all riding and behavior modification techniques with Beyer Uni-
versity and I am certified. Reasonable rates. Please call Sherry 
Johnson at (941) 637-6157. 

*Instruction / training /coaching at shows: Tori Polonitza BHSI/ 
USDF bronze and silver medallist, USDF "L" graduate. Will 
travel to teach, clinic and coach at shows. Contact Jasmine 
Springs Farm, Bonita Springs,  (239) 495-9750, or   (239)405-

3536 (cell). E-mail . polonitza@embarqmail.com 
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Are you searching for the perfect match?  No matter if it is a 
horse, house or property in Florida, Iôm here to help you! Please 
get more info on my web sites: www.HWfarm.com and 
www.1stRealty.us  I'll find your dream horse, including custom 

searches or investment, try me! Make sure to check out the testi-
monials on the web site and e-mail: Irene@HWfarm.com or call 

(239) 772-7722, ask for Irene.  

Property for sale or lease 

For Lease: Orange Clover Farms, LLC, located in the Bucking-

ham Preserve of Fort Myers, Florida, is available for immediate 
lease to a qualified party. Offering includes 2 barns with 17 
stalls, covered arena, open arena, 4 car garage, 2 bedroom 
house, pastures, pond, lunging arena, water treadmill, therapy 
equipment, and more. This is a great opportunity for a trainer 
that can live onsite and build their business. Most of the build-
ings are less than 4 years old. Leasor will be a customer and 
board several horses with Lease Holder. Price is negotiable 

depending on details of agreement. Interested parties should 

contact Orange Clover Farms at (239) 694-6935 

 

Turn-key horse operation in Cape Coral for sale, lease,  lease 
option, or possible owner financing.  Pine Hollow Farm is avail-
able: large sand ring,  wash rack,  many stalls,  large hay loft, 
large feed room, good sized tack room, concrete aisle, fenced 
and cross fenced.  2 bedroom care takerôs cottage in a desirable, 

central location near Chiquita Blvd. and Pine Island Road. Cur-
rently zoned Agricultural ï will become commercial with agri-
cultural use grand-fathered-in. Eligible to keep agricultural ex-
ception after zoning changes. Call Elaine Sherer, Broker-
Associate, Sellstate Achievers Realty Network, Inc.  (239) 841-

1010 

How To Place An Ad: 

Got something to sell? Classifieds are free for SWFDA members, 
but there is a $5 charge for non-members  To place an ad, contact 
Beth Yurkovac:  (239) 641-5268 (cell  phone) Please notify me 

when ads need to be discontinued.   

Ads may also be e-mailed to: byurkovac@comcast.net 

Ads will run for 3 months and then be removed unless the editor is 

contacted for a continuation.  

Riding: The art of keeping a horse between 
you and the ground.  

 ~~Author Unknown  
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