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The Madness in March  
 

 

 
There 

was some early 
morning 
confusion at the 

March show which started with a bump on Susan O'Bryan's head. Thankfully, she is 
hard headed enough to withstand the trauma without further brain damage. There were 
a few changes to the early ride times; but by mid morning, the show was right on 
schedule. The musical rides were not without mishaps. The speaker system was a bit on 
the quiet side, so we are checking into the possibility of using the Civic Center speakers 
in the future. Thanks to some quick and creative thinking, we came up with a "truckin" 
freestyle for Doris.  

Just about the time our stomachs mentioned a mid morning snack, Fran came 
by with a 'plate full of peanut butter brownies. It took less than a minute to empty the 
plate; and next time, we think she should make a triple batch! Fran also ordered a nice 
lunch for the judge arid volunteers.  

The highly prized Missy Johnson Thank You trophy was awarded to Karen 
McCulley. It was her honor to take it home for the year. Because she has been such a 
great volunteer coordinator, it seemed quite fitting that she has it.  

Some new faces were seen at the show, plus it was great to see some new and 
seldom seen horses. Holly Chemoffs Vladimir was fun to watch school in the warm up 
arena along with Katie McClain's new horse, Katie (no ... not a typo ... the horse's name 
is Katie, too). We even had an aspiring photographer from the Atlanta area, Carl 
Krendel who might decide to come back someday.  

Our judge proved to have a great sense of humor and gave thoughtful tips at the 
bottom of each score sheet. Many thanks go to Cathy Cottrill and Sonny Diver, for 
volunteering to scribe. Turns out they were not required, however, since the judge 
brought his own scribe.  

Most importantly, we want to thank all the volunteers that donated their time to 
SWFDA. Lea Haven and Fran Spears as show management; Beth Yurkovac and 
Michelle Vastola for the prize list and secretary; Susan O'Bryan and Doris Suenkel for 
the sound system and Friday set up; Mary Jane Tenwick prepared a great gift basket for 
our drawing; Andrea Bivens, Carla De Y orgi, and Barb Stark who were scorekeepers. 
Ring stewards Laura McClain and Elaine Sherer kept the ring on time; while runners 
Katie Dagge, Sandy Meador got our tests to the scorekeepers in short order. Evelyn 
Drysdale, Jessica Reynolds, and Sandy Meador tended the merchandise table while 
enjoying the spring weather. The set up crew of Martha Hall, Marrilee Tyrell, Fran 
Spears, Karen McCulley, and Agneta Lilliehook made everything look quite 
professional on Friday. Tear down crew consisted of Sandy Meador, Susan o 'Bryan, 
Ron Raux, Andrea Bivens, Evelyn Drysdale, Jessica Reynolds, Jessica's dad, Be 
Engler, and Barb Stark. No one wants to stay the extra 30 minutes to tear down because 
we are all hot and tired; so these volunteers get a special commendation for their 
loyalty.  

Despite a glitch or two, it was a fun show. Can't wait to see everyone again at 
our Charity show May 2nd•  

Submitted by:  
Barb Stark  
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   March Madness Scores 2009    

Class 1 Introductory Test A     

1. Doris Suenkel    Panama  118  59.000%  

Class 2 Introductory Test B     

1. Sarah Eck    Lenchen  137  68.500%  
2. Doris Suenkel    Panama  117  58.500%  

3. Jessica Reynolds   Toby  114  57.00%  

Class 3 Training Level Test 1     

1. Vema Saxer-Gibson   Tarantella  151  65.652%  
2. Elise Merrill    RJHNo Doubt  149  64.782%  
3. Catherine Farnham   Roosevelt Teddy  142  61.739%  
4. Robin Heroth    Romeo  129  56.087%  

5. Susan Henderson   Mister Inquisitive  117  50.869%  

Class 4 Training Level Test 1 JrlYR    

1. Evelyn Drysdale    A Dream Come True  127  55.217%  

Class 5 Training Level Test 2     

1. Vema Saxer-Gibson   Tarantella  188  67.143%  
2. Elise Merrill    RHJNoDoubt  175  62.500%  

3. Robin Heroth    Romeo  143  51.071%  

Class 6 Training Level Test 2 Adult Amateur    

1. Deb Dufresne-ColI   Zeus  169  60.357%  
2. Beth Yurkovac    Mesecina DuSan  142  50.714%  

Class 7 Training Level Test 3     

1. Andrea Bivens    Fuerte Cen  171  68.400%  
2. Sandra Meador    Vicariously  160  64.000%  
3. Evelyn Drysdale    A Dream Come True  136  54.400%  
4. Polly Spate    Sir Nathan  131  52.400%  

5. Beth Yurkovac    Mesecina DuSan  116  46.400%  

Class 8 Training Level Test 4     

1. Andrea Bivens    Fuerte Cen  164  65.600%  
2. Sandra Meador    Vicariously  158  63.200%  
3. Deb Dufresne-ColI   Zeus  144  57.600%  
4. Polly Spate    Sir Nathan  135  54.000%  



Class 9 First Level Test 1     
1. Melanie Werst  Cash Dazzler  188  62.666%  

Class 10 First Level Test 1 Jr IYR     

1. Rachel Stroemer  Sandokan  197  65.666%  

Class 11 First Level Test 2     

1. Melanie Werst  Cash Dazzler  206  57.222%  

Class 14 First Level Test 4     

1. Rachel Stroemer  Sandokan  243  63.394%  
2. Michelle Vastola  Spiderman  233  61.316%  
3. Martha Dodd  Ain't Ms Behavin'  230  60.052%  
4. Doris Suenkel  Famous  215  56.579%  
5. Lea Haven  DC Sensation  202  53.157%  

6. Agneta Lilliehook  Texas  196  51.579%  

Class 15 Second Level Test 1     
1. Mona Raux  Welfm  233  61.315%  
2. Martha Dodd  Ain't Ms Behavin'  230  60.052%  

3. Jennifer Barker  Walkabout  210  55.293%  

Class 17 Second Level Test 2     

1. Hanna Stroemer  Teake  258  69.973%  
2. Mona Raux  Welfm  230  62.162%  

3. Michelle Vastola  Spiderman  215  58.108%  

Class 20 Third Level Test 1     

1. Linda Emery  Filibuster  237  60.769%  

Class 21 Third Level Test 2     

1. Mary Jane Tenwick  Topper  250  64.102 % 

Class 22 Third Level Test 3     
1. Vivienne Wiederhold  Donatella HW  269  62.558%  
2. Linda Emery  Filibuster  259  60.232%  

3. Mary Jane Tenwick  Topper  251  58.372%  

Class 19 Second Level Test 4     
1. Hanna Stroemer  Teake  293  69.761%  

2. Nadine Kothe  ZarinaHM  228  54.285%  

Class 23 Four th Level Testl     

1. Michelle Gerlach  Donatella HW  264  61.395%  



Class 27 Freestyle     
1. Doris Suenkel  Famous  141.5  58.958% (15t)  

1. Karen McCulley  Finnigan  146.5  60.833% (2nd)  

2. Cathy Cottrill  Estrella  145.5  60.625% (2nd)  

Class 28 Pas de Deux     

1. Michelle Vastola  Spidennan    
Lea Haven  DC Sensation  139.50  69.750%  

High Point Awards  
 

Introductory Level:  
Training Level:  
First Level:  
Second Level:  
Third Level:  

SaraEck  
Andrea Bivens 
Rachel Stroemer 
Hanna Stroemer 
Mary Jane Tenwick  

68.500% 
68.400% 
65.666% 
69.973% 
64.102%  

 

1. 

Bir thday Corner   
We want to wish a Happy Birthday to the following April babies: 3rd - Pam Reed  

11 th - Caryl Thompson  
17th - Mona Raux and Devon Page 
215t - Sary Crowshaw  
26th - Brenda Svihra  
27th - Elaine Hollis and Holly Chernoff 
zs" - Cheryl Snow  
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Come One ... Come All!  

On Friday, May 1 st, SWFDA will host our second annual volunteer appreciation 
dinner. The dinner will be held under the covered pavilion at the Lee Civic Center. Food and 
drink will be available from 5:30 -7:30 p.m. The "special awards" program will begin at 6:30 
p.m.  

The dinner is free to anyone who has provided volunteer services for our club over the 
last 12 months, and cost is $5.00 for all others who would like to attend the festivities.  

You can reserve your dinners either by emailing Karen McCulley at 
charger733t@aol.com or by checking the appropriate space on your May show entry.  

Submitted by:  
Karen McCulley  

SWFDA Volunteers in Action at Fox Lea  
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I Ride  

I ride. That seems like such a simple statement. However, as many people who ride 
know, it's really a complicated matter. It has to do with power and empowerment. Being able 
to do things you might have once considered out of reach or ability.  

I have considered this as I shovel manure, break the ice over frozen water troughs in 
winter to supplement them with hot water, haul hay and unload it year round, and complete all 
necessary tasks of horse maintenance, which includes, but is not limited to, grooming, 
cleaning and rasping hooves, administering oral injections, and buttock's booster shots twice a 
year.  

And heaven forbid the need of calling on and waiting for a veterinarian's reply should 
the unspeakable misfortune of an illness or injury happen to my horse! The time, the money, 
and the effort it takes to ride calls for dedication and requires positive affirmations backed by a 
firm foundation of faith. It's a way of life that I've lived since I was a small girl bouncing my 
model horses, acknowledging all the while that some day I would ride a real horse, and own 
one.  

For over 30 years I've said, "It wouldn't be a day- if I couldn't throw hay," and most of 
the women I ride with understand that phrase. With our maternal instincts intact, horses are 
personified beings; our babies requiring constant care ana attention.  

I ride, not because it is a sport or a hobby, it's simply what I do. I hook up my trailer 
and load my horses; I haul them to some trailhead somewhere, unload, groom, saddle 'em up, 
and ride. I breathe in the air, watch the sunlight filter through the trees, and savor the moment 
and movements of my horse. A smile rides my sunscreen smeared face. I pull my ball cap 
down or my visor-rimmed beanie in winter, and let the real world fade into the tracks that my 
horses leave behind us.  

Time slows. Flying insects look like fairies. My horses flick their ears to and from to 
acknowledge I am with them, not on them, and together we move as one. I smell their sweat, 
and it is perfume to my senses. The rhythm of our motion together coddles me like an infant 
securely held by a loving parent in a rocking chair. I feel secure, and at one with all life.  

The sound of my horses hooves as we travel are music to my ears, and myoid leather 
reins soften with warmth in my hands. Thoughts come to mind how blessed I am, God is good, 
and life is wonderful. I consider the simple statement, I ride, and I think of all I do because I 
ride. Climb granite slabs, wade into a freezing rivers and lakes, trot out with friends through 
the manzanita and pines, all the while laughing within as the wind caresses me.  



Seldom are the days when the act of mounting and dismounting are bothersome, but 
nonetheless, still I ride. No matter how tired or busy I may be, or what excuses detour me from 
tacking up my horses, I shall always do what I have done since I was a child; 1 ride and I feel 
better for doing so.  

The beauty I've seen because 1 ride amazes me. I've ridden out to find rivers and lakes, 
dark and boggy creek beds, and majestic mountain views. I have felt the inexhaustible strength 
of my horse, compiled with my extreme excitement, as we swam in the Pacific Ocean without 
a man in sight. I ride in the light of day and under the moon and stars by night. My horses and 
I have climbed granite stairways of state and national park trails, watched birds on the wind, 
and shared paths with coyotes, wolves, bears, mountain lions, and bobcats on the prowl.  

All of these things, and more, add to the empowerment and joy in my heart as I ride. I 
contemplate life's perfection, and give thanks for my family and friends as I ride. I graciously 
consider all those who ride with me, and I'm grateful they are a part of my life. How 
competent they all are. Not a selfish or conceited one in the bunch. All are kind and generous. 
All tend to their horses as if they were infants, not equine. They haul 40ft rigs, back into tight 
spaces without clipping a tree, set up camp, cook and keep safe.  

They understand and love our companions, the horse. We respect each other and those 
we encounter on the trail. We know that if you are out there riding, you also shovel, fill, wait, 
and doctor. Your hands are a little rough and you travel without the need of nail poli-sh or hair 
gel. You-do without to afford the necessities of having horses so you can say, "I RIDE."  

Author Unknown  

Submitted by:  
Mary Whelan  
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A Tip From Tori  

1 use Woolite liquid laundry detergent to make grey horses sparkle. It's gentle and 
mild to the skin, but it whitens great!  



3. 
SWFDA minutes, March 12, 2009  

 
President Barb Stark called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. Treasurer Michelle Vastola reported that SWFDA 
has $2,389 in its coffers. Secretary Cathy Cottrill read 
the minutes and there were no corrections.  

 
There were several announcements of general interest:  

4. Barb said the Lisa Wilcox clinic had been canceled  
5. Lea Haven urged participation in the NEC trail ride 

in late March  
6. Barb said the club's Unisit had been found and would be available to members  
4. Members were reminded that scores from the May 2 charity show do not count toward 

year-end awards, as voted by the board in May 2008  
 
Volunteer Committee: Chairman Karen McCulley our Volunteer of the Month is Carla DiY orgi, who 
has served as a scorekeeper at our shows this year.  
 
Karen is looking for suggestions for our Volunteer Appreciation Party on May 1, the evening before 
the May 2 charity show. Dinner will be free for all volunteers, their families and friends. Karen 
would like to have this event catered by Sonny's BBQ, as we did Jast year. She's also seeking ideas 
for fun rider awards.  

 
Old Business  

 
Patricia Klees said Orange Clover can drop off the judge's flatbed at the showgrounds before our 
March show, but SWFDA will need to return it. Sandy Meador offered to take it back.  
 
The club will be buying towels to give out as high-point prizes. We will get the club logo 
embroidered on them.  

 
New Business  

 
Barb mentioned that the Web site needed to be updated and the newsletter needs to be posted. Vice 
President Lea Haven agreed to go through the classifieds and let newsletter editor Michelle Gerlach 
know what ads can be deleted.  

 
Show dates: Barb talked to Alta at the Lee Civic Center and some of our proposed 2009-2010 show 
dates will need to be changed. Regional championships are Oct. 22-25 in Wellington and the club 
would like to do a pre-event to help our riders. Katie McClain moved that we forego an October 
show and instead host some sort of schooling event at Sandy Meador's Da Vinci Farm. Cathy Cottrill 
seconded and the motion passed.  
 
A Ride-A-Test is tentatively set for Oct. 17-18. We will have our November show on the 14th. 
Other dates decided upon include Dec. 12, Jan. 23, March 13 and April 10.  



Barb mentioned raising funds at the May 2 charity show. She said the club needs sponsors for 
classes to help raise funds. Sheila Kagan has agreed to sponsor 10 classes. The cost is $ 15 per class. 
Mary Jane Tenwick will do a raffle basket for May. Lea suggested that the basket be on display at 
the May I appreciation party so we can sell more tickets.  

Awards Party: Barb suggested that the awards party beheld July 11 or 18. Karen McCulley 
volunteered to ask Holly Chernoff if she would be interested in hosting the party once again.  

Prizes were discussed and suggestions of bridle bags, halters, gift certificates and lead shanks 
were made.  

Michelle Vastola mentioned the Volunteer of the Year and the Sandy Gordon Horse & Harmony 
awards and suggested allowing people to vote on these awards at our charity show. We will send out a 
mass e-mail via Beth about these awards.  
Lea asked if SWFDA could put a link to NEC on its Web site and it was agreed that NEC should link 
to SWFDA as well.  

The meeting adjourned at 8: I 1 p.m.  

 

 

May 1st:  

Important Dates to Remember  

Volunteer BBQ  
  

 SWFDA Charity Show  
 
2nd Thursday of each month: SWFDA meeting  
 
20th of each month:  Newsletter submission deadline  
 
Please note: Current newsletter editor can be a little brain dead ..• there is no SWFDA 
show to be held April tt". Please have a great Easter weekend, and we'll see you in May.  
 


