
Well, since my last article, it seems things are looking a little brighter for SWFDA!  
Due to lack of submissions for the newsletter (hint, hint), March and April were com-

bined, and by the time April came out, some progress was made behind the scenes on 

scrounging up officers for our 2011-2012 year.  And, my hubby and I will finally be 

taking a honeymoon, so life is looking good! 

However, progress with scrounging up officers does not mean that we can all sit back 

and relax until next show season, becauseé.our Year-End Awards Banquet is com-
ing up, and we need to all pitch in and make it the best ever!  The banquet will be held 

at Fran Spearôs house in South Fort Myers on Saturday, July 23, 2011.  We will get 

you the directions and exact time a little later, but itôs a dinnertime-on-into-the-

evening type of affair. Meanwhile, hereôs what you need to start thinking about ahead 

of time: 

Chinese Auction:  We need LOTS of donated items!  If you are not familiar with a 

Chinese Auction, basically what it entails is we have tables full of goodies (and some 
goodies are so large they donôt even fit on a table) and people wander about, deciding 

which items they are interested in trying to win.  Then, you buy a whole bunch of 

tickets and drop them in brown paper bags for each goodie you like, and later in the 
evening we draw tickets to determine the lucky winners!  This is a whole lot of fun, 

and the more goodies you all can donate, the more fun it will be.  Goodies can be al-

most anything ï tasteful is the only real rule.  It can be new or lightly used horsey 
stuff, it can be art, it can be gift certificates to restaurants or whateveréso look 

around your house and barn to see if thereôs anything nice that you can donate, or if 

you have a business (or know someone who does), see if you can come up with a use-

ful gift certificate of some sort. 

Raffles:  Mary Jane Tenwick has offered to donate a brand new tack trunk on wheels 

and Karen McCulley is contributing a brand new small muck cart on wheels, and 

these will each be filled up with yet more donated items.  The way this works is peo-

ple from different geographic areas are asked to donate certain types of horsey items: 

 

 North Fort Myers/Punta Gorda: Tack cleaning supplies 

 South Fort Myers/East Fort Myers: Grooming supplies 

 Estero/Bonita Springs:  First aid supplies 

 Naples:  Horsesô favorite things in the worldé.TREATS!!! 

Trophies:  All trophies from last year must be returned to SWFDA via dropping them 

off at DaVinci Farms.  We will then arrange to get them engraved with the names of 
the new recipients.  Please get these returned at your earliest ability so that we will 

have plenty of time to get the engraving done before the banquet! 

Food:  Fran Spears will take care of getting the main dish, but attendees are asked to 
bring a side dish.  It can be appetizer, soup/salad, vegetable/starch, fruit, bread, or des-

sert. Coolers with ice and beverages are always good as well! 

Some other things you need to be aware of in advance of the Year End Awards Ban-

quet: 

Non-SWFDA Recognized Show Scores: As per my earlier email blast, these need to 

be submitted to our Year End Scorekeeper, Carol Herron, by May 22, 2011.  Please 

consult our website for more information on the rules, or just email me. 
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Work Credit Declaration Forms:  Please turn these in to Treasurer Mona Raux ASAP so she can fig-
ure out who will receive the Work Credit Perpetual Trophy this year.  Forms are available on the 

website, or again, email me. 

Officers and Member Representatives for 2011-2012:  Please submit your nominations (or notice that 
you are willing to be a candidate) to me no later than May 7, 2011 ï or in any event, somehow let 

your intentions be known via someone at the meeting on May 12.  If you have any questions about 

whatôs involved in being an officer or member rep, just let me know and Iôll do my best to fill you in! 

I will be on my better-late-than-never honeymoon during the May meeting, but will look forward to 

seeing you in June.  Many thanks to all who have made the 2010-2011 show season a successful one. 

Although our first two Civic Center shows were a bit on the lean side, the last two were much better 

and we really appreciate your participation.  All in all I think itôs been a great year!  

Sandy Bieri 

President 

Cell (239) 850-9246 

E-mail davincifarms@comcast.net  
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Page 3 Important Club Reminders 

Iôve been asked to remind everyone to turn in their volunteer points as soon as possible to Mona Raux 
so that she can figure out who will be receiving the Volunteer of the Year award.  You can access the 

form at:  http://www.swfda.org/Page%20Forms.htm  (click on Work Credits Declaration) 

 

Our Year-End Awards Banquet will be held on July 23, 2011 at Fran Spearôs house in South Fort 

Myers.  Details about the event and what is needed to make it happen will be forthcoming in the next 

newsletter.  In short, we will be needing donations of all sorts for the Chinese Auction and raffles, so 
please start thinking about this ahead of time.  This is a really special and fun event and the more par-

ticipation we have, the better it is. 

We will also need all trophies back as soon as possible so that we can arrange to have them en-

graved for the new recipients.  You can drop them off at my farm at any time. 

 

Thank you!  

Sandy Bieri 

Cell (239) 850-9246 

www.davincifarms.com  

 

If you are pursuing SWFDAôs Year End USEF Recognized Show Awards: 

¶ You must have already filed your Year End Declaration Form prior to earning any scores that 

would count toward this award. 

¶ You do not need to submit scores from Fox Lea shows as these have already been received by 

Carol. 

¶ If you want scores from Non-SWFDA recognized shows to count, you must submit to Carol a pho-

tocopy of the front of the dressage test.  The photocopy must include: 

a. Competition name and date 

b. Horseôs name 

c. Riderôs name 

d. Judgeôs name & signature 

e. Raw score & percentage 

f. A copy of the inside of the dressage test may be needed for verification 

¶ Non-SWFDA scores need to be postmarked by May 22nd.  If mailing scores to Carol Herron, 

please send them to her at Post Office Box 11624, Naples, FL 34101.  Her other contact information 
is: e-mail carol.herron@gmail.com, or cell 239-919-4652. 

 

¶ This award requires scores from a minimum of 3 judges and a minimum of 2 different USEF 
shows.  Training level through Fourth Level requires 6 scores.  FEI level requires 4 scores.  Scores 

may be from any combination of levels and can include Open, Maiden, Qualifying, Amateur, Nov-

ice, Limited, Junior/Young Rider, and Freestyle classes.  USDF Introductory classes do not 

count.  If SWFDA hosts or sanctions a recognized show, one score must be from that show. 
 

The above information is taken from the SWFDA Year End Award Guidelines & Requirements, a 

full copy of which can be found at http://www.swfda.org/Fillable%20Forms/Year%20End%20Award%
20Requirements%20&%20Declaration%20Form.pdf . 

http://www.swfda.org/Page%20Forms.htm
http://www.davincifarms.com/
mailto:carol.herron@gmail.com
http://www.swfda.org/Fillable%20Forms/Year%20End%20Award%20Requirements%20&%20Declaration%20Form.pdf
http://www.swfda.org/Fillable%20Forms/Year%20End%20Award%20Requirements%20&%20Declaration%20Form.pdf
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Silver Sponsor 

Grooming Tip (Submitted by: Sandi Bieri):  My new favorite grooming tool in the world 
is the Flick Poly Brush!  For those of you who are sick of trying to get the sand out of 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ōǊǳǎƘ ȅŜǘΣ Ǝƻ ōǳȅ ƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǊǳǎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǎŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ   And 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜΣ ǎǇǊŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ {Ƙƻǿ {ƘŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǎƘ όŀŦǘŜǊ ƎŜǘπ
ting the brush at least somewhat clean) and regularly brush the tail out with it (it helps 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύΦ  Then you can also do his fore-
lock, face, mane and a final going over on the body as well (except saddle area, of 
course) with your Show-Sheened brush, and this will go a long way toward keeping your horse looking 
shiny and beautiful with a lot of bathing and extra effort.  SmartPak carries these brushes, but they can be 
found elsewhere as well.  
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 Submitted by: Doris Suenkel, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 Can you believe that another SWFDA show season has come and gone??!! A special vol-

unteer appreciation BBQ was held at DaVinci Farms in order to honor all of our dedicated volun-

teers.   We met around 5 p.m. on Sunday afternoon after having mastered the last show of 

this season. We had a great turn out and our volunteers brought along their significant others, fam-

ily members, and friendsðthe more the merrier!! The weather was sunny and warm but the eve-

ning breeze and the relaxed atmosphere made it a special evening. 

 I would like to take the opportunity to thank every SWFDA volunteer again for donating 

their help, time, effort and passion. Our club would not be able to exist without you!  

 The BBQ dinner hopefully offered something for everybody's taste buds. I decided not to 

order from Sonny's again but to BBQ some ribs, burgers and chicken. There was some time to chat 

about our horses, goals and experiences and I am glad to mention that there were also some inten-

tions to keep assisting SWFDA in the coming season. Some SWFDA trivia questions were asked 

to find out how well we know each other and our equine partners. 

 Congratulations also to Mary France Denton - she was drawn to receive the Missy Volun-

teer Trophy for the 2010-11 season!  And also congratulations to for Katie McClain ... she did win 

the orchid planter as a special prize of the trivia!  

Thanks again to all those helping hands!!! 

 

 

 

Bronze Sponsor 
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Equestrian Professional's monthly horse business seminars help horse professionals grow healthier, more profitable 

businesses and support them in achieving their equestrian career goals. 

We address the topics and issues that face today's horse business owner. From surviving the current economy to navi-

gating new media, our seminars help horse professionals find relevant answers and time saving solutions. 

Our mission is to provide education of value to the equine business community as a whole and to provide in-

valuable information, resources and support to our members.   


